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Trusting During Transition 
By Bonnie Billings 

 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 
a future.” ~ Jeremiah 29:11 
 
Change is inevitable. Sometimes change comes gradually and 
is hardly noticed until we look back. Sometimes change is 
unexpected and feels quite shocking. Even when it is expected, 
change can throw us into turmoil.  
 
In the almost 116-year history of Hope Lutheran Church, change 
has come in many forms. Back in 1903 the church was called 
the Ladysmith Scandinavian Lutheran Church and the 
Norwegian language was used during worship. The 
congregation eventually transitioned to English with Norwegian 
used only once a month and then to the all-English services we 
now know. In 1925 the name was changed to Hope Lutheran. 
Hope was originally part of a denominational body called the 
United Lutheran Church of America. Since then, the 
congregation has changed denominations several times—first to 
the American Lutheran Church, then the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, and, most recently, to the North American 
Lutheran Church. The congregation started out meeting in 
homes and then built a church building. In 1950 construction 
began on the building we now occupy and the old building was 
sold. Through the years there have been additions and changes 
to this building.                                                                   

(continued)  



(Trusting During Transition, cont.) 
 
Hope has had many pastors lead us and grace the pulpit 
throughout the last 116 years.  Each time one left to take a new 
call, it surely caused some uncertainty and discord as the 
congregation attempted to discern who God was calling it to be 
as a congregation and who He was calling to help lead the 
congregation. We are again in that place of uncertainty and 
discernment. Exacerbating our unease are ever-changing 
societal beliefs and the changing place of the church in society.  
 

During this time of transition and uncertainty we must trust that 
God has a plan for our congregation and that He has a new 
pastor to lead us. Our mission statement proclaims that we are 
“commissioned to make disciples, commanded to love God and 
others, and committed to serve.” If we focus on that mission and 
ask God to help and guide us, we are sure to come through this 
time of change a stronger and more resilient congregation.  

 
Adult Education & Fellowship Opportunities 

 
Book Discussion: The book discussion group will meet on 
Sunday, February 17 at 10:20am in the Fireside Room.  The 
book for February is With Every Letter by Sarah Sundin. For 
more information about the book group, visit their website at 
hopebookgroup.weebly.com.  
 
Men’s Breakfast: Men of Hope are invited to the Ladysmith 
Family Restaurant each Thursday at 7:00am for breakfast, 
fellowship, and a study of the lessons for the coming Sunday. 

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Hope Lutheran Church is commissioned to make disciples, 
commanded to love God and others, and committed to serve. 

 

 



                                               
 
Monthly Meeting: The HLCW will hold their monthly meeting on 
Thursday, February 21 at 9:30am. All Women of Hope are 
welcome to attend. 
 
Quilting: The quilting group will meet on Tuesday, February 26 
beginning at 9:00am. There are jobs for all skill levels. If you can 
stay the whole day, please bring a sack lunch. Quilt squares are 
also available to be sewn at home. Questions? Contact Karen 
Skeels (715-452-5444). 

 
Radio Broadcasts 
 
Each Sunday morning our worship service is broadcast on 
WLDY 1340AM. This important ministry allows us to bring 
worship to our homebound members and to the community. 
Each radio broadcast costs $79.00. If you would like to sponsor 
a radio broadcast, a sign-up sheet is available on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. Donations can also be made to the general 
Radio Fund. The boxed offering envelopes contain envelopes for 
this purpose or you can use the pew envelopes. Checks should 
be made payable to Hope Lutheran Church with "Radio 
Broadcast" indicated in the memo line. 

 
Scrip Program 

 
Scrip cards are sold following worship each Sunday. Scrip cards 
are currently available for Gordy’s, WalMart, Kwik Trip, Subway 
and McDonald's. Through the scrip program you receive the full 
value of the cards and a percentage of every card sold is 
returned to the church as a charitable contribution. Proceeds 
from the Scrip program go towards building and maintenance 
needs. Cards can also be ordered for a list of other retailers. 
Please stop by the table in the multi-purpose room following 
worship for more information. 

Hope Lutheran  
Church Women 



 
 
The Hope Lutheran Food Pantry serves those in need 
throughout Rusk County. The Pantry is open Mondays 1:00-
3:00pm, Wednesday 9:30-11:30am, and Fridays 9:30-11:30am.  
 
Volunteers are needed to work on pantry days. If you are 
interested in volunteering or have questions, please contact Josi 
Hamilton (715-532-6052). Volunteers are also needed on the 
first and third Mondays of each month (February 4 & 18) to help 
unload the Feed My People delivery and to stock shelves. If you 
can help out, please be to the church by 9:15am.  
 
Donations of non-perishable food items can be brought to the 
church during office hours or on Sunday mornings. Monetary 
donations can be sent to the church office or placed in the 
offering plate (clearly marked "Food Pantry"). 

 
Buckets for Hunger 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the 2018 Buckets for 
Hunger challenge.  Donations and matching funds totaled 
$9,000.  These funds will be used to purchase food and supplies 
to provide to the families and individuals who come to the Pantry 
for assistance. The support from the members of our 
congregation, as well as individuals and groups from the 
community, makes the food pantry possible is greatly 
appreciated.   

 
MANNA Meal 

(Meals Available for the Nutritional Needs of All) 
 

The February MANNA Meal will be held at Hope Lutheran on 
Thursday, February 28 with serving from 5:00-6:00pm. This is a 
free meal providing both food and fellowship to those in need.  
 

FOOD PANTRY 
 
 
 



 Items for the weekly bulletin are due in the church 
office no later than noon on Wednesday.  Items for the March 
newsletter are due in the church office by February 19. 
 
The preferred method of submission is via email 
(hlcladysmith@gmail.com) or electronic file.  Items may also be 
left in the office mailbox or dropped off at the office during office 
hours.   

 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS AND/OR PHONE NUMBER? 

 

If you have had a change in address or phone number, please 
notify the church office of these changes.  Also, in an effort to 
improve communication we are seeking email addresses for 
members of the congregation. If you would like to have your 
email address added to the list, please send it to the church 
office at hlcladysmith@gmail.com. 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

 Interim Pastors     Rev. Bill Odermann 
          Rev. Diane Odermann 
 Associate Pastor     Rev. Bert Schultz 
 Church Secretary     Bonnie Billings 
 Maintenance      Gary Bendixen 
 Custodian       Rosemary Warwick 

Choir Director      Heidi Jo Sovacool 
 Organists       Lisa Borman  

                          Karen Tappon 
         Aileen Tauchen 

 

Hope Lutheran Church 
320 First St. S./P.O. Box 184 

Ladysmith, WI 54848 
Church Phone: 715-532-7739 

E-Mail Address:  hlcladysmith@gmail.com 
Website: hlcladysmith.org 

 

Deadlines… 
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3   Ushers Dave Borman, Don Soyring 
     Lector  Don Bartig 
        Acolytes   
   Comm. Assts . Jerry & Pat McEathron 
 
10   Ushers Dave Borman, Irene Titera 
     Lector  Irene Titera 
        Acolytes   
   Comm. Assts. Don Soyring, Linda Campbell 
 
17   Ushers Don & Jud Soyring 
     Lector  Irene Titera 
        Acolytes   
   Comm. Assts . Irene Titera, Linda Reissner 
 
24   Ushers Judy Soyring, Irene Titera 
     Lector  Don Bartig 
        Acolytes   
   Comm. Assts. Don Bartig, Don Soyring 
 
February Communion Prep:  
  

 
 

Prayer Concerns 
 
If you have asked to have someone listed in the prayer concerns 
in the Sunday bulletins, please contact the church office (715-
532-7739 or hlcladysmith@gmail.com) with periodic updates so 
that we can keep the list current. If we do not receive an update, 
the person will be removed from the list after one month. 
 

 

February Worship Assistants 
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February Birthdays 
 

1 Emerson McGinnis   17 Tarra Moore 
2 Doug Dieckman    18 Donald Anderson  
3 Michelle Jiskra     Carol Hon 
4 Rose Cleveland     Einar Pederson 
 Pam DeWolf     20 Kristopher Dean  
 Sarah Helgeson     Sam Stewart 
 Marcus Isham     Chris Thompson 
 Alyssa Mataczynski    Cole Vollendorf 
 Olivia Titera     22 Laura Johnson  
5 Maggie Jo Solberg    Tracie Mincoff 
7 Melissa Lacey    23 Wilma Bennor 
 Bruce Nelson      Elaine Gabrovic 
 Karen Phillips     25 Ron Reder  
8 Matt Barnett      Nicholas Sovacool II  
 Shelby Goerner     Jennifer Verdegan  
9 Nicole Swanson    26 Heidi Zielke   
10 Brad Billings     27 Kimberly vanDoorn    
 Madison Nelson    28 Doris Michaelson   
 Lisa Stock       
11 Darek Dieckman       
 Bonnie Petrus        
13 Angelina Turner         
16 Kathleen Holt       
 Sophia Kammerud     

 Ron Lee Moore 
Kim Rogers 
Zach Shineflew 

Tony Swanson 
 

* * * * * 

February Anniversaries 
      

4 Craig & Carol Redwine 
5 Dan & Julie Krisik 

25 Erle & Melody Barber 


