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Ordinary Time, Extraordinary Living 
By Pastor Bill Odermann 

 

I recently read some accounts as to what happened to the original 
disciples. Reports and legends abound and they are not always 
reliable, but it is safe to say that the apostles went far and wide as 
heralds of the message of the risen Christ after Jesus ascended 
into heaven. An early legend says they cast lots and divided up the 
world to determine who would go where, so all could hear about 
Jesus. They suffered greatly for their faith and in most cases met 
violent deaths on account of their bold witness. These men were 
either crazy or really on to something—I choose to believe the latter. 
What compels a person to live life in a manner such as they? What 
grips a person to increasingly live more for eternity than for this 
present world? 
 
We soon enter a period in the church year called ordinary time. The 
color is green, symbolizing a period of growth and spiritual maturity. 
It is a season to grow, mature, and deepen our lives with the 
teachings of Jesus we have heard the previous year. Question: “Is 
this season of the church year merely an ordinary one or an 
extraordinary one?” That depends upon how deeply we allow 
Jesus’ teachings to become rooted into our hearts and transform 
us—it’s up to us. The Christian life is one of ‘working out what Christ 
is working within’ us. 
 
The twelve apostles lived out their calling to make Jesus Christ 
known because they found Jesus, His life, and his teachings to be 
eternally compelling. So much so, it cost them their very lives. 
Ordinary life became extraordinary for them because of their 
encounter  with  the  Son  of  God. As these disciples lived out their  
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callings faithfully, the spiritual processes of the Holy Spirit sowed 
truth deeply into the hearts of these godly men, changing them from 
the inside out. These were ordinary men by all accounts and 
standards—no different than any of us. Yet, they became 
extraordinary in the hands of God.  Much of the time, ‘ordinary’ was 
the world’s view of them; ‘extraordinary’ was God’s view of them. 
Let us ask ourselves: “Would we be satisfied with this?” 
 
Do not discount or devalue the ordinary orders of life. The Lord 
works in the smallest details of everyday life to craft our lives into 
something extraordinary for him, making us all trophies of His grace 
and His love. I have discovered that God does His deepest works 
in me, the majority of the time, in the most ordinary seasons of life—
going to work every day, faithfully listening for His voice in my daily 
devotions, my interactions with my wife and daughter, ministering 
the love and kindness of God to whomever God places in my path 
on a daily basis. Being compelled by Jesus to live life simply but 
faithfully unto him, yields rich, eternal results that will bear fruit 
beyond this life and much more into eternity. Like David, we are 
called to serve the will of God in our own generation before entering 
our eternal rest (Acts 13:36). 
 
Ordinary, faithful living then becomes extraordinary living, making 
our life count for eternity and leaving a mark on our own generation 
within the context the will of God places us. You may think your 
life is too ordinary to be of value. Think again. And when you think 
again, include God in your thinking.  You will be pleasantly 
surprised! 

 
 

                                                                  
 

Graduate Recognition will be held on Sunday, May 19. We will be 
honoring graduating high school seniors at the 9:00am worship 
service that day. A reception in honor of the graduates will be held 
in the fellowship hall immediately following the worship service. If 
you (or your child) are a graduating senior and did not receive a 
letter in the mail, please contact the church office. 
 



Adult Education & Fellowship Opportunities 
 
Women’s Bible Study: The women’s study on the Lord’s Prayer 
will meet on Friday, May 3 at 3:30pm. 
 
The Small and Rural Church: This Bible study will continue on 
Sunday, May 5 at 10:30am. It’s not too late to jump in. There is no 
charge for the study materials and everyone is welcome! 
 
Book Discussion: The book discussion group will meet on 
Sunday, May 19 at 10:20am in the Fireside Room.  The book for 
May is Keep Quiet by Lisa Scottolin. Visit the book group’s website 
at https://hopebookgroup.weebly.com for more information. 
 
Men’s Breakfast: Men of Hope are invited to attend the Men's 
Breakfast & Bible Study held each Thursday at 7:00am at the 
Ladysmith Family Restaurant. We study the scripture readings for 
the upcoming Sunday and enjoy breakfast and a time of fellowship.  

 
 

             
 

Plans are already underway for VBS 2019! The 
theme for this year’s VBS is “Miraculous Mission: 
Jesus Saves the World.” Mark your calendar and 
watch the HLC Facebook page, website, and 
upcoming newsletters for more information. If you 
would like to help out with VBS, please contact 
Nancy Burmeister (715-403-0962 or 
lemke492@yahoo.com). 
 

Vacation 
Bible 

School 
July 22-25 

https://hopebookgroup.weebly.com/


                                               
 
The HLCW (Hope Lutheran Church Women) is a very important 
part of our church, the NALC and the world. In addition to being a 
part of Hope Lutheran, the HLCW is a part of the Women of the 
NALC (WNALC). 
 
Service is an important part of the ministry of the HLCW. One area 
of service is the cooking and serving meals following funerals here 
at Hope. We also raise funds for special projects not covered by the 
regular church budget. Our two primary fundraisers are the 
Scandinavian Dinner held each April and the Cookie Walk held in 
December. Where do monies raised at these events go? Monies 
have been donated to dig wells in Africa, given to organizations in 
our own community, and sent to help in areas affected by natural 
disaster. The HLCW sponsors camperships for youth to attend 
Bible camp and donates to youth mission trips. We purchase 
supplies and create quilts for our graduating seniors and relief 
organizations.  
 
The HLCW is for all women of the congregation and there are many 
ways for you to be involved. Please watch upcoming newsletters 
and Sunday bulletins for opportunities to serve. 
 
Monthly Meeting: The HLCW will hold their monthly meeting on 
Thursday, May 16 at 9:30am. All women of Hope are welcome. 
 
Quilting: The quilting group will meet on Tuesday, May 30 
beginning at 9:00am. There are jobs for all skill levels. If you can 
stay the whole day, please bring a sack lunch. Quilt squares are 
also available to be sewn at home. Questions? Contact Karen 
Skeels (715-452-5444). 

 
 

Hope Lutheran Mission Statement 
 

Hope Lutheran Church is commissioned to make disciples, 
commanded to love God and others, and committed to serve. 

 

Hope Lutheran  
Church Women 



 
 

Randy & Jana (pronounced Jay-na) Nyhagen and their sons, Levi 
& Blake, moved to Bruce from Hammond, WI in March of 2018. 
Their pastor knew Pastor Hanson and recommended that they try 
Hope Lutheran. They’ve been attending regularly since and 
officially became members a few months ago. 
 

Randy & Jana were married in 2005. Randy works as a journeyman 
lineman and foreman for Tjader & Highstrom. Jana is an engineer 
for SEH, Inc. In addition to Levi (12) and Blake (8), Randy has two 
older sons whom Jana claims as her own. Cody is 24 and is married 
to Rachel. They live with their two dogs in New Auburn. Jakes is 20 
and serves in the United States Air Force, stationed at Eglin Air 
Force Base in Florida. Furry members of the Nyhagen family 
include a 6-month old chocolate lab named Sisu and an 8-year old 
rabbit named Fred. 
 

One of the reasons the Nyhagens chose to move to Rusk County 
was for the recreational activities. They enjoy camping, hiking, 
kayaking, fishing, hunting, snowshoeing, and skiing. Blake and Levi 
are active in sports, trap and target shooting, biking, and reading. 
Jana enjoys baking, reading, and singing with the church choir and 
Blue Hills Chorale. Randy enjoys grouse hunting and spending time 
with his family. 
 

The Nyhagens have appreciated all the people who have welcomed 
them to Hope Lutheran and helped them feel at home with their new 
congregational family! 

 
National Day of Prayer 

 

National Day of Prayer is an annual observance inviting people of 
all faiths to pray for the nation and is held on the first Thursday in 
May. The Rusk County observance of National Day of Prayer will 
start out with a prayer breakfast on Thursday, May 2 at 6:30am at 
Our Lady of Sorrows. An evening program will be held at 6:30pm at 
Sheldon Full Gospel Church. For more information or to volunteer, 
please contact Donna Wishowski (715-415-5851). 

Member Spotlight 

by Congregational Care & Outreach Committee 



Food  
Pantry 
 

 

The Hope Lutheran Food Pantry serves those in need 
throughout Rusk County. The Pantry is open Mondays 1:00-
3:00pm, Wednesday 9:30-11:30am, and Fridays 9:30-11:30am.  
 
Volunteers are needed to work on pantry days. If you are 
interested in volunteering or have questions, please contact Josi 
Hamilton (715-532-6052). Volunteers are also needed on the 
first and third Mondays of each month (May 6 & 20) to help 
unload the Feed My People delivery and to stock shelves. If you 
can help out, please be to the church by 9:15am.  
 
Donations of non-perishable food items can be brought to the 
church during office hours or on Sunday mornings. Monetary 
donations can be sent to the church office or placed in the 
offering plate (clearly marked "Food Pantry"). 

 
MANNA Meal 

(Meals Available for the Nutritional Needs of All) 
 

The May MANNA Meal will be held at Hope Lutheran on 
Thursday, May 30 with serving from 5:00-6:00pm. This is a free 
meal providing both food and fellowship to those in need.  

 
 

 
 

Hope Lutheran is responsible for 
delivering Meals on Wheels the week of 
May 6-10. Two volunteers are needed 
each day. Each route takes less than an 
hour. Volunteers report to the Senior 
Center at 10:45am. If you can help out on 
any of these days, please contact Cora 
Schultz (715-415-0275). 

 



Call Committee Update 
 

The call committee met on April 9. They reviewed the ethics section 
of the call process manual and then worked on the congregational 
profile. A phone conference is planned for May 7 with Pastor David 
Wendel, Assistant to the Bishop for Ministry and Ecumenism.  The 
committee has also made contact with the District Dean. Please 
continue to pray as the process moves forward.   

 
Radio Broadcasts 

 

Each Sunday morning our worship service is broadcast on 
WLDY 1340AM. This important ministry allows us to bring 
worship to our homebound members and to the community. 
Each radio broadcast costs $79.00. If you would like to sponsor 
a radio broadcast, a sign-up sheet is available on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. Donations can also be made to the general 
radio fund. 

 
Scrip Program 
 

Scrip cards are sold following worship each Sunday. Scrip cards 
are currently available for WalMart, Kwik Trip, Subway, and 
McDonald's. Cards can also be ordered for a list of other 
retailers. Through the scrip program you receive the full value of 
the cards and a percentage of every card sold is returned to the 
church as a charitable contribution. Proceeds from the Scrip 
program go towards building and maintenance needs. Please 
stop by the table in the multi-purpose room following worship for 
more information. 

 
Simply Giving 

 

Members of Hope Lutheran have an electronic option for making 
regular offerings. Contributions can be debited automatically 
from your checking or savings account. If you have questions or 
need an authorization form, please visit the church's website and 
click on the “Giving” tab or contact the church office 
(hlcladysmith@gmail.com or 715-532-7739). 

mailto:hlcladysmith@gmail.com


 

 
 

You Are Invited 
 

Pastor Bert and Shelly Schultz invite you to join them in celebrating 
Hans’ High School Graduation. The party will take place on Sunday, 
May 26 from 5:00-8:00pm at the Memorial Park Beachview Pavilion 
on Everett Ave.  
 

 
Choir & Choirchimes End-of-Season Potluck 
 
The Choirchimes and Choir season will soon be coming to a 
close.  The last performance date for the Choirchimes will be May 
19 and the last date for the choir will be May 26. There will be a 
potluck meal for members of the Choirchimes and Choir and their 
family & friends on Wednesday, May 29 at 5:30pm in the fellowship 
hall.  Heidi Jo will bring shredded beef for hot sandwiches, please 
bring a dish to pass.  

 

Thank You! 
 

As many of you know, my father, Rev. Ray Mai, passed away March 
28. I want to thank you for your thoughtful cards, prayers and offers 
to help us during this time.  The heart of this congregation shown 
through to us in beautiful ways.  I also want to thank you for the 
beautiful flowers that were sent to my dad’s funeral from Hope 
Lutheran Church. I felt such great consolation as we all honored 
this great servant of the Lord.  It was such a comfort for me, Bill and 
Anneliese.  Thank you again. 

Pastor Diane Odermann 
 

* * * * * 
 

I would like to extend a special thank you for all the families that 
participated with the Sunday School Program. It has been a 
pleasure to teach your children!  I look forward to serving your 
families again, beginning in the Fall of 2019.   

Heidi Jo Sovacool 



 

When God & Cancer Meet 
 
“When God & Cancer Meet” is a day of emotional and spiritual 
encouragement for those confronting, fighting and on an unwanted 
spiritual journey with cancer. Lynn Eib, author, cancer patient 
advocate & cancer survivor will be the presenter (lynneib.com). This 
event will be held on Saturday June 8 from 8:30am-12:30pm at First 
Church of Christ. The cost is $5.00/person.  
 
If you are a cancer patient, survivor, family member, friend, 
healthcare or ministry professional, or have by touched by cancer 
in any way, this seminar is for you. Please RSVP by May 24 to 
Jeanine (715-415-1794) or Donna (715-415-5851). 
 

 

Food and Fellowship Opportunities 
 

Glen Flora Lutheran Spring Dinner: Glen Flora Lutheran Church 
will hold their annual Spring Dinner on Wednesday, May 8 with 
serving from 3:30-6:00pm at the Glen Flora Ball Park Pavilion. The 
menu will include chicken, potato salad, coleslaw, baked beans, 
pickles, homemade rolls, fancy spring desserts, coffee & milk. The 
cost is $9.00/adult, $7.00/PK thru age 10. There will be a $1.00 
extra charge for carry-outs. 
 
St. John Lutheran Salad Lunch & Tea: St. John Lutheran Church 
in Phillips will be holding their 2nd annual “Salad Lunch & Tea for 
You and Me” on Saturday, May 4 at 11:30am. Salads, teas, and 
desserts will be served. The suggested donation is $10.00/person. 
For more information, please contact St. John Lutheran at 715-339-
2711. 
 
Holcombe UMC Ham Dinner: Holcombe United Methodist Church 
will hold their 23rd annual Ham Dinner on Sunday, May 19 from 
10:30am-1:30pm. The menu will include all you can eat ham, 
mashed potatoes & gravy, carrots, squash, baked beans, 
cranberries, bread, dessert, and beverages. The cost is 
$10.00/adults, $5.00/children 12 years old & under, $10.00/carry-
outs. Preschoolers eat free. 

 



A Job or a Ministry? 
By Melody Blevins 

(printed with permission) 
 

Some people have JOB in the church; others involve 
themselves in MINISTRY. What’s the difference? 
 
If you are doing it just because no one else will, it’s JOB. If 
you are doing it to serve the Lord, it’s a MINISTRY. 
 
If you quit because someone criticized you, it was a JOB. If 
you keep on serving, it’s a MINISTRY. 
 
If you’ll do it only so long as it does not interfere with your 
other activities, it’s a JOB. If you are committed to staying with 
it even when it means letting go of other things, it’s a 
MINISTRY. 
 
If you quit because no one praised you or thank you, it’s a 
JOB. If you stay with it even though nobody recognizes your 
efforts, it’s a MINISTRY. 
 
It’s hard to get excited about a JOB. It’s impossible not to be 
excited about MINISTRY. 
 
If our concern is success, it’s a JOB. If our concern is 
faithfulness, it’s a MINISTRY. 
 
An average church is filled with people doing JOBS. A great 
church is filled with people involved in MINISTRY. 
 
Where do we fit in? What about us? 
 
If God calls you to a MINISTRY, don’t treat it like a JOB. If you 
have a JOB, give it up and go find a MINISTRY. 
 
God does not want us feeling stuck with a JOB, but excited 
and faithful to Him in MINISTRY. 
 



SUMMARY OF CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
APRIL 16, 2019 

 
Adult Education & Fellowship: Looking at the possibility of a new 
Bible study for summer. Working on the church library. Next 
Meeting:  May 3 at 2:00pm. 
 
Congregational Care & Outreach:  There has been some interest 
expressed in supporting a Bible reading marathon. Working on 
Lutheran Lay Renewal. Next Meeting:  May 13 at 4:15pm. 
 
Property:  Due to lack of quorum, so decisions were made. The 
cost to the church for the Fritz Ave. project is $283.50 Next 
meeting:  May 14 at 5:30pm. 
 
Social Ministries:  Backpack program is currently serving 120 
children. March MANNA Meal served 61. Food pantry served 197 
families. Benevolence funds were distributed to Thrivent Disaster 
Relief for Nebraska ($343) and NALC Disaster Relief ($338). Next 
meeting: May 6 at 3:30pm. 
 
Stewardship & Finance:  Hope Lutheran is now on Amazon smile. 
A new computer was purchased for the treasurer. A scholarship in 
the amount of $500 was approved for Hans Schultz. A Scholarship 
Fund policy was drafted. There is concern about the church 
finances.  Next meeting: May 8 at 6:00pm. 
 
Worship & Music:  Waiting on quote for refinishing the brass 
candlesticks. Still looking for volunteers to operate the projection 
system.  Next meeting:  May 13 at 5:15pm. 
 
Youth Education:  Due to lack of quorum no meeting was held. 
Next meeting: TBA. 
 
Youth Ministry:  HLCW donated $800 for camperships and paid 
for the food for the St. Patrick’s Day dinner. Looking at planning a 
summer camping trip. Canoe outing is planned for June 23. 
Fundraising for the Lake Traverse mission trip with GFLC has 
begun. Next meeting:  May 6 at 6:30pm. 
 
Next Council Meeting:  May 21 at 7:00pm. 



 Items for the weekly bulletin are due in the church 
office no later than noon on Wednesday.  Items for the June 
newsletter are due in the church office by May 21. 
 
The preferred method of submission is via email 
(hlcladysmith@gmail.com) or electronic file.  Items may also be 
left in the office mailbox or dropped off at the office during office 
hours.   

 
Change of Address and/or Phone Number? 

 

If you have had a change in address or phone number, please 
notify the church office of these changes.  Also, in an effort to 
improve communication we are seeking email addresses for 
members of the congregation. If you would like to have your 
email address added to the list, please send it to the church 
office at hlcladysmith@gmail.com. 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

 Interim Pastors     Rev. Bill Odermann 
          Rev. Diane Odermann 
 Associate Pastor     Rev. Bert Schultz 
 Church Secretary     Bonnie Billings 
 Maintenance      Gary Bendixen 
 Custodian       Rosemary Warwick 

Choir Director      Heidi Jo Sovacool 
 Organists       Lisa Borman  

                          Karen Tappon 
         Aileen Tauchen 

 

Hope Lutheran Church 
320 First St. S./P.O. Box 184 

Ladysmith, WI 54848 
Church Phone: 715-532-7739 

E-Mail Address:  hlcladysmith@gmail.com 
Website: hlcladysmith.org 

 

Deadlines… 

mailto:hlcladysmith@gmail.com
mailto:hlcladysmith@gmail.com
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5   Ushers  Dave Borman, Brian & Laura Johnson 
     Lector  Hans Schultz 
        Acolytes  Jonah vanDoorn, Payton Wold 
   Comm. Assts . Gordie & Bev Dukerschein,  

George Lawrence 
 
12   Ushers  Gordie & Bev Dukerschein 
     Lector  Bonnie Billings 
        Acolytes  Elle Nisbit, Camryn Closs 
   Comm. Assts . Brian & Laura Johnson, Irene Titera 
 
19   Ushers  Dave Borman, Brian & Laura Johnason 
     Lector  Hans Schultz 
        Acolytes  Megan vanDoorn, Payton Wold 
   Comm. Assts.  Chris Holtebeck, George Lawrence,  
      Irene Titera 
 
26   Ushers  Jeff Carey, Irene Titera 
     Lector  Irene Titera 
        Acolytes  Breann Hillman, Sydney Scott 
   Comm. Assts . Don Bartig, Jerry & Pat McEathron 
 
May Communion Prep: Gretchen Pedersen, Nancy Bartig 
 
 

GIVING UPDATE 
January – March 2019 

 

       Actual     Budget 
  

Income   51,911           62,264 
 Expense        67,323          69,781 
          (15,412)         (7,517) 
 
Thank you to everyone who gives so generously to the ministries of 
Hope Lutheran Church. 
 

May Worship Assistants 



 

May Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

1 Suzanne Staudacher    21 Judy Frey   
2 Noreen Kurth       Alex Krisik 
4 Brad Shultz       Jacob Swanson  
6 Erle Barber        Lauren vanDoorn 
 Cindy Molstad      22 Gretchen Pedersen   
 Barb Root        Rick Snyder 
8 Evan Loe       23 Kari Mulholland    
 Luann Robertson      Tori Petrus    
9 Dave Borman      24 Kjell Olson  
10 Whitney Anderson      Kyrsten Olson   
11 Taylor Nelson      25 Sharon Baarlie  
 Judy Soyring       Richard vanDoorn 
12 Chris Holtebeck     26 Carol Hillan  
 Rosemary Johnson     IdaMae Ziebarth 
 Lelan Warren      28 Heidi Dedrickson 
13 Roy Anderson       Bev Dukerschein 
 Sophia Duzy       Erin Kavanagh 
15 Cindy Pohlman      29 Chandler Krisik  
 Nolan Kammerud      Bill Loser   
16 Kaden Becker       Bob McMahon 
 Kaylee MacArthur      Fern Molstad  
 Charissa Morgan      Kris Tauchen  
 Michael Rausch     30 Allie Cooley  
17 Harry Brooks       Dawn Hills   
 Heather Isham       Stephanie Samardzich 
 Jefferson Swanson      Oryn Soviak  
19 Betsey Elling      31 Wendy Kroening 
 Julie Kenyon       Tim McMahon 
 Alyiah Kruse      
 Chase Wiemer        
 

* * * * * 
 

2 Luann & Danny Robertson   17 Margaret & Al Jennerman 
3 Pat & Charissa Morgan   19 Ken & Sue Molstad 
8 Bob & Marian Tomaszewski   Doug & Tami Moore 
10 Deborah & Greg Lentsch   23 Wayne & Karen Tappon 
14 Mark & Melissa Bentley    26 Terry & Sally Anderson 
16 Cindy & Kevin Albus    27 Jessica & Derrick Sands 



 
 

* * * * * 
 
“Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he 
praises her: ‘Many women do noble things, but you surpass them 
all.’ Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who 
fears the LORD is to be praised. Honor her for all that her hands 
have done, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.” 
~Proverbs 31:28-31 
 

* * * * * 
 
“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my 
mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.”  
~ Psalm 139:13-14 



 
 


