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Listen to the Voice of Jesus 
By Pastor Christopher Martin 

 
On Transfiguration Sunday, when we followed Jesus up the Mount 
of Transfiguration, we heard God the Father say from a cloud as 
this glorious event was taking place “This is my beloved Son; listen 
to him.”  (Mark 9:7) What better words can we take in our lives of 
following Jesus as we get ready for the season of Lent that begins 
this week? 
 
But where do we find the voice of Jesus?  How do we go about 
listening to Him?  There are a lot of people who claim to speak for 
Jesus in our world today.  You will recall that we read in John 1:14 
that Jesus is the Word made Flesh.  Jesus comes to us today and 
speaks to us in His Word.  The more time we spend in Scripture, 
the more we are able to recognize, and become familiar with, the 
voice of Jesus, and how He would have us live as redeemed, 
forgiven children of God in our everyday lives. 
 
Unfortunately, for many, the practice of daily reading of the Bible 
has fallen by the wayside for one reason or another.  This year, 
during Lent, I want to encourage each one of you take up daily 
reading of the Bible as a part of your journey through this holy 
season.  There are several resources that we can place into your 
hands to make this happen. 
 
First, if you aren’t already, I’d encourage you to make use of this 
year’s “Ashes to Easter” Lenten devotional resource that is 
available from the North American Lutheran Church (NALC).  This 
year’s devotions are available in a variety of formats.  For more 
information, visit: https://thenalc.org/lent2021/. 
 

(continued) 

https://thenalc.org/lent2021/


(Pastor’s Column, cont.) 
 
Second, if you are interested in getting started in a daily reading 
program that will take you beyond Lent, I encourage you to check 
out “Devoted to Prayer”, a daily prayer and Bible reading guide for 
2021-2022 that is provided by the NALC.  This resource provides a 
daily calendar of Scripture readings, and resources for helping you 
get a start or a pattern for daily prayer.  Find out more at 
https://thenalc.org/worship-resources/devoted-to-prayer-
introduction/. 
 
Finally, I encourage you to reserve your Wednesday evenings 
during Lent, and join us at Hope Lutheran Church for our special 
midweek Lenten services at 6:30p.m. This year, we will be listening 
to what we are going to call Jesus’ “Words of Hope from the Cross” 
as we ponder the moments He speaks from the cross.  
 
As we gather for these special services, I also want to issue a 
challenge to each member of our congregation to use these 
services as an opportunity for outreach into our community.  Do you 
know of someone that you see on a regular basis during the week 
who is a member of this church, but you haven’t seen in worship in 
a while?  Do you know of someone who is currently not connected 
to a church, and may just be waiting for you to invite them to come 
worship with you?  Do you know of someone who is feeling 
disconnected in their current church home, or finds themselves in a 
church that is does not recognize the authority of God’s Word, and 
is struggling with whether to check out a church that holds to God’s 
Word as the final authority in all matters of faith and life?  I am willing 
to guess most, if not all, of you know someone who fits into one of 
these categories.  I want to challenge you to take a moment to invite 
that person you’re thinking of right now to come join you for these 
special services, or a Sunday service at Hope or Glen Flora, so that 
they, too, can have the Word of God that we will hear in worship 
transform their lives this Lenten season. 
 
I hope and pray that Lent will be for all of us a season of spiritual 
renewal, as we repent of our sins, hear the story of Jesus’ passion 
and death for us, and rejoice in His gifts of forgiveness and new life 
that He gives to us!  I look forward to seeing you in Church this 
Lenten season! 
 

https://thenalc.org/worship-resources/devoted-to-prayer-introduction/
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March 3 - "Today You Will Be With Me In Paradise" 

March 10 - "Woman, Behold Your Son...Behold, Your Mother" 

March 17 - "My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me" 

March 24 - "I Thirst" 
 

 
Adult Education & Fellowship Opportunities 

 
Bible Study: The “Family Matters” Bible study continues on 
Sunday mornings following the worship service. 
 
Women’s Bible Study: This study on the minor prophets will meet 
on Friday, March 5 at 3:00pm. 
 
Book Discussion: The book discussion group will meet on 
Sunday, March 21 at 10:15am in the Fireside Room.  The book for 
March is Anything but Simple by Lucinda Miller.  
 
Men’s Breakfast: Men of Hope are invited to attend the Men's 
Breakfast & Bible Study held each Thursday at 7:00am at the 
Ladysmith Family Restaurant. We have breakfast, fellowship and 
study the scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday.  

 
Youth Education 

 
Wednesday School will remain a backpack program for the 
remainder of the year. We hope to be back for in-person next fall. 
 
Sunday School continues in a one-room schoolhouse format. 
Sunday school will NOT be held on March 21 & 28. 
 
The Youth Education Committee is beginning plans for a one-day 
VBS. Please watch upcoming newsletters for more information.  

Mid-Week Lenten Worship Services 
“Words of Hope from the Cross” 



                                               
 
Monthly Meeting: The HLCW will hold their annual Lenten 
breakfast on Thursday, March 18 at 9:30am. All Women of Hope 
are welcome to attend. 
 
Quilting: The quilting group will meet on Tuesday, March 30 
beginning at 9:00am. There are jobs for all skill levels. If you can 
stay the whole day, please bring a sack lunch. Quilt squares are 
also available to be sewn at home. Questions? Contact Karen 
Skeels (715-452-5444). 

 
Thank You! 
 
Thank you to everyone who sent cards, brought meals & gifts, and, 
most importantly, prayed for me following my cancer diagnosis and 
surgery. We were overwhelmed by your generosity! God heard and 
answered our prayers. My recovery from surgery has gone well and 
the prognosis is good! God’s blessings to you all! 
 

~Bonnie Billings (& Brad, too) 

 
Scrip Program 

 
Scrip cards are sold following worship each Sunday. Scrip cards 
are currently available for Ladysmith Fresh Market, Walmart, Kwik 
Trip, Holiday, DQ, Subway and McDonald's. Scrip cards can also 
be ordered from a list of other businesses. Through the scrip 
program you receive the full value of the cards and a percentage of 
every card sold is returned to the church as a charitable 
contribution.  
 
Proceeds from the Scrip program go towards building and 
maintenance needs. Please stop by the table in the multi-purpose 
room following worship to purchase cards or for more information. 

 
 

Hope Lutheran  
Church Women 



 
 
The Hope Lutheran Food Pantry serves those in need throughout 
Rusk County. The Pantry is open Mondays 1:00-3:00pm, 
Wednesday 9:30-11:30am, and Fridays 9:30-11:30am.  
 
Volunteers are needed to work on pantry days. Volunteers are also 
needed on the first and third Mondays of each month (March 1 & 
15) at 9:15am to help unload the Feed My People delivery and to 
stock shelves. If you are interested in volunteering or have 
questions, please contact Josi Hamilton (715-532-6052). 
 
Donations of non-perishable food items can be brought to the 
church during office hours or on Sunday mornings. Monetary 
donations can be sent to the church office or placed in the offering 
plate (clearly marked "Food Pantry"). 

 
Radio Broadcasts 

 

Each Sunday morning since 1948 our worship services have been 
broadcast on WLDY 1340AM. This important ministry allows us to 
bring worship to our homebound members and to members of the 
community.  
 
Each radio broadcast costs $79.00. If you would like to sponsor a 
radio broadcast you can do so on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. Donations can also be made to the general 
Radio Fund. The boxed offering envelopes include Radio Fund 
envelopes or you may use the envelopes found in the pews.  
 
Checks should be made payable to Hope Lutheran Church with 
"Radio Broadcast" indicated in the memo line. 

 
Mission Statement 

 

Hope Lutheran Church is commissioned to make disciples, commanded 
to love God and others, and committed to serve. 

FOOD 
PANTRY 
 
 
 



 

“Catch the Wave” is coming! 
 
This year's event will be virtual and will be held 
on Saturday, March 6 from 12:00noon until 
11:00pm. Youth will be meeting at Hope to 
participate. All food for the day will be provided 
by Youth Ministry. This is open to students in 
grades 6-12. Friends are welcome and 
encouraged! Covid protocols will be followed. If 
you have questions, please contact Julie 
vanDoorn (xrayvandoorn@hotmail.com or 715-
415-1795). Please sign up on the bulletin board by 
March 1. 

 

mailto:xrayvandoorn@hotmail.com


SUMMARY OF COUNCIL MEETING 
FEBRUARY 16, 2021 

 
Strategies for Growth: Council will be using Joining Jesus on His 
Mission: How to Be an Everyday Missionary a resource as they 
discuss ways to grow the church. Committees are challenged to 
discuss what they can do to help the church grow.  
 
Adult Education & Fellowship: Library books have been sorted. 
Books in the Fireside Room are primarily Bibles, hymnals, 
commentaries, and study materials. Next Meeting:  March 5 at 
2:00pm. 
 

Congregational Care & Outreach:  Grief booklets are still being 
sent out. They continue to work on outreach.  Next Meeting:  March 
9 at 4:15pm. 
 

Property:  Committee has developed a 2021 project list. Next 
meeting:  March 9 at 6:00pm. 
 

Social Ministries: Food pantry usage is down. Meals on Wheels is 
currently doing a drive-thru. Power House had a work day. 
Benevlolence and mission funds were designated for CareNet and 
Samaritan’s Purse. Next meeting: March 9 at 3:30pm. 
 

Stewardship & Finance:  Still waiting on EDL refund. A large 
donation to the maintenance fund was received. Next meeting: 
March 11 at 5:30pm. 
 

Worship & Music:  The committee decided to purchase a camera 
and laptop for streaming services rather than just an iphone. Next 
meeting:  March 2 at 6:00pm. 
 

Youth Education:  There are three students eligible for First 
communion this year but the start date is on hold. Hoping to have a 
one full day VBS this summer. Next meeting: TBA. 
 

Youth Ministry:  Catch the Wave is a virtual even on March 6. An 
inquiry letter will be going out to parents for sugggestions on how 
to get more youth involved. Next meeting:  March 9 at 4:30pm. 
 

*Next Council Meeting:  March 1 at 6:30pm.  
 

*Please note change in time for Council meetings.  



 Items for the weekly bulletin are due in the church office 
no later than noon on Wednesday.  Items for the April newsletter 
are due in the church office by March 16. 
 
The preferred method of submission is via email 
(hlcladysmith@gmail.com) or electronic file.  Items may also be left 
in the office mailbox or dropped off at the office during office hours.   

 
Change of Address and/or Phone Number? 

 
If you have had a change in address or phone number (especially 
if you no longer use a landline), please notify the church office of 
these changes.  Also, in an effort to improve communication we are 
seeking email addresses for members of the congregation. If you 
would like to have your email address added to the list, please send 
an email to the church office at hlcladysmith@gmail.com. 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

 Pastor        Rev. Christopher Martin 

 Church Secretary     Bonnie Billings 

 Maintenance      Gary Bendixen 

 Custodian       Rosemary Warwick 

Choir Director      Heidi Jo Sovacool 

 Organists       Lisa Borman  
                          Karen Tappon 
         Aileen Tauchen 

 
Hope Lutheran Church 

320 First St. S./P.O. Box 184 
Ladysmith, WI 54848 

Church Phone: 715-532-7739 
E-Mail Address:  hlcladysmith@gmail.com 

Website: hlcladysmith.org 
 

Deadlines… 

mailto:hlcladysmith@gmail.com
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Easter     
   Garden 
 

 

We will once again be using flowering plants to decorate 

the sanctuary for Easter. If you would like to donate a 

plant, please complete the form and return it to the church 

office no later than Sunday, March 28. Plants should be 

brought to the church no later than noon on Saturday, April 

3. Plants can be taken home after the 10:00am worship 

service on Easter Sunday, April 4. 

 

Name: ________________________________________ 

 

Phone number: _________________________________ 

 

Number of plants: _______ 

 

In memory of: __________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

In honor of: ____________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________ 



   March 

Worship Assistants 
 

 
3 Weds.  Usher 
   Lector 
 
7   Ushers  Judy Soyring, George Lawrence 
     Lector  Kathy Peterson 
        Acolytes  Owen Burmeister, Manny Moore 
   Comm. Assts.  Chris Holtebeck 
 
10 Weds.  Usher   
   Lector 
   
14   Ushers  Gordie & Bev Dukerschein 
     Lector  Linda Campbell 
        Acolytes  Levi Nyhagen, Kai Strom 
   Comm. Assts.  Linda Reissner 
 
17 Weds.  Usher   
   Lector 
 
21   Ushers  George Lawrence, Judy Soyring 
     Lector  Irene Titera 
        Acolytes  Levi Nyhagen, Kai Strom 
   Comm. Assts.  Charlie Holtebeck 
 
24 Weds.  Usher   
   Lector 
 
28   Ushers  Kathy Ducommun, Kathy Peterson 
     Lector  Rosemary Johnson 
        Acolytes  Levi Nyhagen 
   Comm. Assts.  Linda Campbell 
 
Projection: Don Bartig 
Videographer: Heidi Jo Sovacool 



 
 

1 Corey Verdegan     18 Kelsey Schwaller  
2 Robert Duncan      Marshal Thompson  
 Shad Para       19 Leonard Hess   
4 Kathleen Dean     21 Heather Brooks  
5 John Duzy        Serena Samardzich 
 Jeremiah Jennerman     Jeremiah Young    
 Julie Krisik       23 Kyle Harmon  
6 Carol Redwine      Khloe Larson  
 Alyssa Schwaller      Barb vanDoorn 
 Shawn Vetterkind     24 Linda Beckett   
7 Gordie Dukerschein     Andrew Borman    
 Rob Goffin        Scott Kauphusman  
 Cayden Nehring      Kathi Kesan  
 Adela Pederson      James Stanton  
8 Tyler Polak      25 Linda Campbell  
 Kaitlyn Schott       Luke Rothenbach  
 Ross Vetterkind     26 Scott Brooks  
10 Jessica Hoehn      John Pohlman   
12 Michelle Mincoff     27 Parker Titera    
 Trisha Phillips      29 Taylor DeWolf  
14 Sydney Schott       Nicholas Harka  
15 Erin Murray       Sarah Kauphusman  
16 Dave Lemke       Jim Schultz  
 Nate Peggar      31 Connie Haller  
 Erin Craker       Arnie Olson  
17 Carter Closs          
 Carter Soltis          
 Cathy Tappon            
 
  

* * * * * 
 

14 Chuck & Jan Hyde  
      24 Bill & Yvonne Rands 
      30 Bill & Bev Loser   



 


