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A Message from Your Council President 
By Charlie Holtebeck 

 

These are unusual times.  COVID-19, a pastoral vacancy, and civil 
and political unrest have created an unsettling time for all of us. 
Here at Hope Lutheran Church, Covid-19 and our pastoral vacancy 
have impacted our fellowship, how we worship, and all of our church 
programming. We have responded by showing ourselves and our 
community that we are still the church even in these difficult times.  
 
Back in March, we suspended in-person worship services to meet 
government-imposed restrictions on public gatherings.  Our 
response to this shutdown was to continue broadcasting a worship 
service on WLDY and adding Facebook to provide a visual 
component to our new way of worshipping.  Although virtual worship 
is different, we have learned to use technology to gather and have 
felt some degree of community. We are thankful for the members 
of Hope who have given their time and used their talent to spread 
God’s Word through the use of this technology.   
 
Jeff Hogden provided sermon support and led our worship from 
January through June.  We now have an agreement with Pastor 
Thomas Reiff to provide pulpit supply two or three Sundays per 
month and for his support to help us meet our spiritual needs.  As 
we adjust to this new phase, it’s becoming clear that we all will have 
more opportunities to live out and grow in our faith through 
involvement in our Confirmation program, Sunday School, 
Wednesday School, leading and participating in Bible studies, 
prayer groups, and in our worship activities.  Pastor Reiff has 
agreed to support our efforts to continue our programs but we need 
to be involved in DOING the work of Hope Lutheran Church and 
maintaining  vibrant programs  that meet our  needs.  It’s important  
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(We Are the Church, cont.) 
 

for all of us to see the opportunity for our own discipleship and to 
remember that we are the church with or without a pastor. 
 
Our call committee has raised their efforts and gone beyond the 
methods that are outlined in the NALC call process manual.  They 
have learned that we can consider pastors currently rostered with 
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC) and have 
actively solicited interest from LCMC pastors who have indicated 
that they may consider a call. They have sent a mailing to currently 
rostered NALC pastors and have updated our congregational 
profile to make it a more complete description of why our 
congregation would be a positive place to serve and why our 
community is an attractive place to live.  Initial reactions to these 
efforts have been positive.   
 
One of the attractive things that we can now include in the 
information received by pastoral candidates is the remodeling of our 
parsonage.  Flooring and windows have been replaced or re-
finished, bathrooms have been updated, and the kitchen has been 
remodeled.  Plumbing and wiring have been updated and air 
conditioning has been greatly improved and made more functional.  
The parsonage has become an attractive part of the benefits 
package for a pastor.  Many of our members have been involved in 
this project and we are thankful for their skill and hard work. 
 
With the challenges that many of us are facing in our families and 
jobs, and the challenges that we are facing as church, our giving is 
about 13% less than budgeted.  Since our attendance has been 
restricted and for some of our members it is unwise to attend 
worship, this is not surprising.  We appreciate that many of our 
members have continued their giving as they would have with 
regular worship services.  
 
We encourage all of our members to evaluate where they are 
relative to their financial giving plans and their involvement in the 
church amid the challenges of these unusual times. With God’s 
blessings, I’m sure we will respond to assure that our mission is 
achieved. 

 

 



Worship Services 

 
In-person worship services have resumed each Sunday morning at 
9:00am but we continue to broadcast worship services on WLDY 
1340AM and on Facebook live. We hope to soon be able to also do 
live streaming on YouTube but we need 1,000 subscribers to our 
channel to do so with the equipment we currently have available. 
Please visit YouTube.com and search for “Hope Lutheran Church, 
Ladysmith, WI” and click on the red “Subscribe” button.  
 
We are thankful for Heidi Jo Sovacool who has been working so 
diligently to find avenues for broadcasting and streaming our 
worship services and solutions to our technical dilemmas  

 
Volunteers Needed 

 
The Stewardship & Finance Committee is seeking volunteers to 
help count and deposit the weekly offering. Basic math skills and 
the ability to maintain confidentiality are required. Offering is 
counted Monday mornings at 9:30am. If you can help, please 
contact Brian Buchholz (715-868-1680 or bbuchholz@brucetel.net) 
or the church office.  

 
Food Pantry 

 
The Food Pantry continues to serve those in need with a drive-up 
pantry. Food pantry hours are Mondays 1:00-3:00pm. Wednesdays 
9:30-11:30am, and Fridays 9:30-11:30am. New food pantry clients 
need to show a photo ID and proof of Rusk County residency. 
 
Volunteers are needed on August 3 & 17 at 9:15am to help unload 
the Feed My People delivery and to stock food pantry shelves. If 
you have questions, please contact Josi Hamilton.  
 
Donations of non-perishable food items can be dropped off during 
office hours and on Sunday mornings. Monetary donations can also 
be dropped off during office hours, placed in the offering plate, or 
mailed to the church. Thank you to all who continue to support this 
ministry of feeding the hungry in Rusk County.  

 



 

Summary of Call Committee Meeting 
 
The Call Committee met on Monday, July 6. The committee 
reviewed the ethics section from the call process manual and then 
looked at the revisions to the congregational profile, making a 
couple of minor changes. A motion to resubmit the profile with the 
changes carried.  
 
The committee reviewed the letter and flyer and discussed who it 
should be sent to. A motion to send the mailing to all active NALC 
pastors, except those that have already sent us profiles and to the 
LCMC pastors that are looking for a call, excluding those that are 
not ordained, carried.  
 
The committee discussed the video to attach to our profile. 
Authorization was given to Nick Sovacool to find someone to help 
with the production of the video. Martha Johnson and Chris 
Holtebeck will work with Nick to creat the video.  
 
Next meeting: August 4 at 6:30 at Hope. 
 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

 
The weekly men’s breakfast has resumed. Men of Hope are invited 
to the Ladysmith Family Restaurant each Thursday morning for 
breakfast, fellowship, and a study of the lessons for the upcoming 
Sunday.  

 
Quilting 

 
The quilting group will meet on Tuesday, August 25 beginning at 
9:00am. If you can stay for the day, please bring a sack lunch. Quilt 
squares are also available to be sewn at home. Questions? Contact 
Karen Skeels (715-452-5444).  

 

 
 



Summary of July 21, 2020 Council Meeting 
 
Pulpit Supply: Council approved a covenant agreement with 
Pastor Tom Reiff to serve as pulpit supply pastor and honorariums 
for guest preachers, Pastor Jody Becker and Pastor Carl 
Rasmussen. 
 
Parsonage Update: Air conditioning has been installed. Brian 
Johnson is painting the sunroom and sunroom windows. Basement 
ceiling still needs to be re-leveled and painted. Basement carpeting 
needs to be cleaned. Total costs for the remodel are estimated to 
be $81,000-83,000.  
 
Worship: Council voted to move to the SOLA lectionary and 
advised the Worship & Music Committee to look into the possibility 
of outdoor worship services.  
 
Church Security: Property Committee is looking at the need for 
better church security. Council discussion was held regarding 
locking the door, keypad locks, and who has the codes. Property 
Committee will continue looking into the matter. 
 
August Committee Meetings:  
 

Property – August 4 at 6:00pm; 
Social Ministries – August 10 at 3:30pm 
Stewardship & Finance – August 10 at 5:30pm 
Worship & Music – August 10 at 6:00pm 
Youth Ministry – August 10 at 5:15pm 

 
 

FOR SALE 
 
Several items from the parsonage are for sale. Please contact 
Gordie Dukerschein (715-322-4481) if you are interested. 
 

 Kenmore 800 Watt Microwave - $25 
 Haier 7,000 BTU Portable Air Conditioner - $125 
 Royal Sovereign 9,000 BTU Portable Air Conditioner - $135 

Commercial Cool 12,000 BTU Portable Air Conditioner - $150 
 



 
 

3 Dale & Twyla Lund   13 Brian & Jackie Buchholz  
 Jody & Todd Schott   17 Dan & Heather Isham  
4 Gary & Shelley Nelson  22 Megan & Roger Powell 
5 Berndt & Tonia Soviak  23 Dan & Barb Canfield 
 Don & Judy Soyring    24 Matt & Leah Bunton 
8 Jerrold & Betsey Elling  27 Kurt & Lori Gorsegner  
9 Tom & Pam Lee     Jim & Sue Segebrecht 
10 Doug & Megan Dieckman  29 Julie & Eric vanDoorn 
 Tannele & Steve Kozak  31 Ron & Ione Reder    
11 Harry & Sandra Brooks    
12 Chris & Julie Kammerud    

Julie & Rick Vollendorf   

     

Thank You! 
 
Thank you for taking the time to make the quilt! I will always 
remember all the great times I had at Hope and cannot wait to come 
back! Thank you for everything! ~ Sincerely, Madyson Clark 
 
Hope Lutheran, 
Thank you for the quilt and Bible. Also for making senior Sunday 
extra special. ~ Carter Closs 
 
Thank you for the beautiful handmade quilt, and the Bible as well. I 
have many fond memories of Hope. ~ Thanks again, Joey Kesan 
 
Dear Hope Lutheran Church, 
 

Thank you so much for your very generous donation to the 
Ladysmith Care Community Residents’ Activity Fund. We are so 
looking forward to getting back to group programming, but for now 
we will use this to support individual programs. Your kindness and 
support for our residents is greatly appreciated. Thank you for 
continuing to support our residents’ activity engagement. 
 

Sincerely,  
Kara Douglass, Activities Director 
and the Residents & Staff of the Ladysmith Care Community 



 Items for the weekly bulletin are due in the church office 
no later than noon on Wednesday.  Items for the September issue 
of the newsletter are due no later than Tuesday, August 18. The 
preferred method of submission is via email or electronic file.  Items 
may also be left in the office mailbox or dropped off during office 
hours.   

 
Change of Address and/or Phone Number? 

 

If you have had a change in address or phone number, please notify 
the church office of these changes.  Also, in an effort to improve 
communication we are seeking email addresses for members of the 
congregation. If you would like to have your email address added 
to the list, please send it to the church office at 
hlcladysmith@gmail.com. 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

 Church Secretary     Bonnie Billings 

 

 Maintenance      Gary Bendixen 
 

 Custodian       Rosemary Warwick 
 

Choir Director      Heidi Jo Sovacool 
 

 Organists       Lisa Borman  
                          Karen Tappon 
         Aileen Tauchen 
         Terry Wedwick 
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August Birthdays 
 
1 Sonja Hammad      19 Carrie Becker 
2 Stefanie Lindberg       Michael Polak 
3 Bennett Konichek      20 Michelle Ladehoff  
 Kurt Wiemer       21 Emily Cumming 
4 Cliff Romfoe        Alyssa Mikkelson 
6 Lyndee Salo       22 Jay Schultz  
7 Karen Hraban        23 Shannon Isham 
 Dan Solberg        Elle Nisbit 
9 Marcia Calkins       Kaylee Young 
 Heidi Jo Sovacool      24 Erin Konichek  
10 Jerrold Elling        Sarah Mincoff 
11 Ashley Barnett        Travis Sokolowski 
 Chuck Hyde        Kelsey Field 
 Emily Popp       25 Elaine Gehler  
12 Phyllis Berg        Derick Vollendorf 
 Dennis Segebrecht     26 Tristen Busse   
 Brittany Sokolowski     27 Kathy Ducommun 
 Bill vanDoorn        Eric Hillan 
13 Erin Albus         Cora Schultz 
 Samaria Stallworth     28 Gary Mincoff  
 Ben Wiles         Levi Nyhagen  
14 Tannele Kozak       Ross Peterson  
 Scott Wester       29 Brandyn Mincoff  
15 Makenzie Titera      30 Rod Becker  
17 Andrew Mautner      31 Ethan Gunderson  
18 Josi Hamilton        Ellie Titera 
 Jessica Mautner        
 Audrey Metling        

 

 
 
 


