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A Blessed New Year 
By Pastor Christopher Martin 

 

It seems that everyone I talk with is ready for this calendar year to 
be over, and is looking forward to seeing 2021 begin.  2020 will 
certainly be a year we will never forget, but not for the reasons we’d 
like to remember it!  This will be a year we will remember how our 
everyday lives were turned upside down as a result of a pandemic.  
At this time a year ago, nobody expected that we would have had 
to close the doors of our churches for in person worship for a 
season or wear masks when we were in church or other public 
places.  The phrase “Social Distancing” was not in anyone’s 
vocabulary.  We had expected our calendars to be filled with school 
and church events, as well as other things like vacations, trips to 
visit family and friends, and so many other things.  How things 
changed, and so unexpectedly! 
 
When I think about all of these things we’ve had to endure this year 
that make so many of us weary from the pandemic, hoping and 
praying that 2021 will see a return to “normal”, I am reminded of the 
story of Joseph in Matthew 1:18-25, which I encourage you to read 
on your own.  When we first meet him in Matthew’s account of the 
birth of Jesus, Joseph thought he had everything planned out for 
his future.  He was betrothed to Mary, and soon, they would become 
fully husband and wife.  They’d likely live out their lives in the small, 
rural community of Nazareth rather anonymously.  That is, until 
Mary was found to be with child, and Joseph knew the child wasn’t 
his.  What made it even worse, was the reason Mary gave for the 
pregnancy: this child was conceived in her by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  Now, this certainly was the truth, it was the Word of the Lord 
that the child in Mary’s womb Son of God.  But, in that moment of 
time, Joseph allowed his experience in everyday life in the world to 
get in the way of celebrating the good news that Mary was declaring 



in that moment of time that the Savior was on His way.  In that 
moment of unbelief, Joseph’s hopes and dreams for the future he 
had planned out were smashed into a million pieces.  His future 
forever changed.  A future that appeared to include heartbreak as 
he now was considering how to divorce Mary quietly, and hope this 
whole thing would eventually blow over and he might go on with his 
life. 
 
That is, until he receives a visit from an angel, who has good news 
for Joseph that will once again change his life: “Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.”  (Matthew 1:20-21) 
 
And in that moment, Joseph’s life and his outlook for the future have 
changed once again.  While Joseph will take Mary as his wife as he 
originally planned, the future he envisioned with her has now been 
changed forever for the better.  They will be charged with raising 
the Son of God.  They have heard the good news that this child is 
the Savior.  God is fulfilling His promises of forgiveness and new 
life!  The LORD will literally be with them in their home, in flesh and 
blood.   
 
Despite this good news, however, many in Nazareth will not believe 
the circumstances that surround the birth of this child.  Once again, 
focused on their experience in everyday life, people will not be able 
to recognize the miracle that is taking place: God taking on flesh 
and blood to be our Savior in Mary’s womb.  They will focus on 
outward appearances instead of the Word of the Lord.  And as a 
result, they will miss out on the peace that comes with that Savior. 
 
It doesn’t take much for us, as we reflect on this calendar year that 
is coming to an end, to focus on all of the things we’ve lost this year.  
Some of us have battled this virus ourselves or knew some who did.  
Some of us endured quarantine (or in some cases, multiple 
quarantine periods).  We haven’t been able to visit loved 
ones in hospitals, or long-term care facilities in several months.  
Things like masks and social distancing have become part of our 
everyday lives that we long to be free from.  Some of us lost jobs or 
sources of income.  And so many events on our calendars have 
been postponed, or cancelled altogether.  And that’s not even 



mentioning other ways we’ve struggled this year that can happen at 
any time: health challenges, losing loved ones to death, 
relationships that were strained, or so many other things that 
happened that brought tears to our eyes and weighed heavy on our 
hearts.  There’s nothing more that our greatest spiritual enemies of 
sin, death, and the power of the devil would love to have us do in 
moments such as these than focus our attention on what we have 
lost this year, so that we don’t see or hear God in the midst of it all. 
 
Yet, like Joseph, while our plans for what this year brought into our 
lives may have changed, that doesn’t mean that God wasn’t with 
us.  In fact, the LORD has been with us this entire time.  Your 
Savior, Jesus, is with you through all of these struggles in life.   
 
Christmas reminds us that ours is a God who takes on our flesh and 
blood, and lives among us.  That is especially important to 
remember in a year such as this, as we can look back, and with 
eyes centered in Jesus Christ, we’ve seen how God has been at 
work within us in quiet, unseen ways that are often ignored by our 
world.  In our ministries this year, we’ve reached out with the Gospel 
in ways maybe we wouldn’t have thought of.  Our radio broadcasts 
of worship at Hope over WLDY continue to bring the Gospel into 
the ears of many.  Livestreaming our worship services and 
occasional devotions over Facebook Live have allowed us to bring 
the hope that faith in Jesus Christ brings into our lives to people 
literally all over the world who otherwise wouldn’t ever be able to 
attend a worship service at our churches at Hope or at Glen Flora.  
We were challenged to find new ways to connect with one another 
through phone calls, cards in the mail, email updates, Social Media 
posts, and new events we never thought to try to stay connected to 
one another, and we might have even had a little fun along the way 
doing something different than the way we always did.   
 
In my first few weeks in your midst as your Pastor here at Hope and 
Glen Flora, I have discovered something in both churches that 
leave me hopeful for our future.  I have seen hearts and minds that 
are focused on Jesus Christ, and a desire to share the hope we 
have in our Savior and His gifts of forgiveness and life with our 
world, starting right here in Rusk County.  The Holy Spirit is indeed 
on the  move in our midst, as we are reaching people with the love 
of Jesus Christ in ways we never expected a year ago.  I believe 
that, regardless of what 2021 has to offer, how much longer we 



have to observe “Social Distancing” or wear masks when we 
worship, that there is plenty of reason to find hope in our future, 
because as we stay centered in our Savior, Jesus, as we stay 
connected to Him by staying in His Word, and being the Body of 
Christ to one another, we have something important to offer our 
broken, hurting world that they won’t find anywhere else.  
 
So as we celebrate a Christmas unlike any other we’ve ever 
experienced in our lifetimes, and leave 2020 behind and hope for 
better days ahead in 2021, I want to encourage each and every one 
of you to stay rooted in the promises of Jesus.  Stay in His Word.  
Continue to worship with us, either in the building, or if you need to, 
through a livestream or on the radio.  Invite others in your life to 
experience Jesus in our midst through our ministries.  And as we 
do, I truly believe the best is yet to come! 
 
Merry Christmas and a blessed year to you all in 2021! 

 
 

Notice of Annual Meeting  
of the the Congregation 

 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation of Hope 
Lutheran Church will be held on Sunday, January 24 
immediately following the 9:00am worship service 
(approximately 10:15am). All Confirmed members are 
encouraged to attend both of these meetings. COVID-19 
protocols will be observed during this meeting. Face 
coverings will be required.  
 

 
Coffee with Pastor 

 

Pastor Martin is hosting "Coffee with Pastor" each Tuesday morning 
at 9:30 a.m. on Hope Lutheran Church's Facebook page.  Pastor 
will spend some time in devotions over a cup of coffee, and take 
your prayer requests or other comments during the live broadcast, 
and more.  If you can't join us live, you can always watch at your 
convenience.  Feel free to "like" and "share"  these broadcasts. 



 
 
Game Night: Middle School and High School youth are invited to 
the church for tacos and games on Sunday, January 3 at 5:00pm.  
 
High school breakfast: Sunday, January 17 after church. 
 
2021 Mission Trip: High School youth will be traveling to 
Wilmington, NC in July to help with storm damage repair and other 
mission work. Interested youth should sign up on the Youth Ministry 
bulletin board. 

 
Youth Education 
 
Sunday School: Sunday school meets each week from 10:30-
11:15am (with social distancing). Sunday School is also streamed 
on the church’s Facebook page.   
 
Wednesday School: The Wednesday School backpack program 
continues.in January. Parents are asked to pick up curriculum. 

 
 

Prayer Concerns 
 

If you have asked to have someone listed in the prayer concerns in 
the Sunday bulletins, please contact the church office (715-532-
7739 or hlcladysmith@gmail.com) with periodic updates so that we 
can keep the list current. 
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Choir Chimes continues to be a part of worship.  If you are 
interested, please contact Heidi Jo Sovacool.  The commitment is 
1 month at a time.  Practice is at 5:30-6:30 Wednesday evenings 
with social distancing.  The season lasts until May 2021. 
 
Choir meets at 10:00-10:30 Sunday mornings in the largest Sunday 
School room (across from the church office).  All are welcome! 
Contact Heidi jo Sovacool. 
 
Special Music offerings (vocal solo, duet, piano or instrumental) 
are welcome either in person or virtually.  Contact Heidi Jo 
Sovacool or Lisa Borman. 
 
Christmas program thank you to the children and adult helpers:   
Don Soyring, Don Bartig, Chris Holtebeck, Jana Nyhaugen, Nick 
Sovacool, Rachel Sovacool and Nicholas Sovacool.  A special 
thank you to Megan vanDoorn who was our soloist and Lisa 
Borman our accompanist. 
 
New copies of the Worship Assistant handout (replaces the 2015 
Blue version) are available in the Narthex. 
 
Scrip sales continue Sunday mornings after our church service. 
There are numerous participating retailers for you to choose. 
 
It’s not too late to return your Time & Talent sheets!  Pray to find 
out where God wants you to use His gifts.  Return in the Sunday 
offering basket or church office.  
 
 
A huge thank you for all the cards, prayers, errands, phone calls 
and prayers during my recent run in with Covid.  So nice to know 
people care. Thank you.  Hope to be able to join all in 2021.  
Blessings to all.  Lois MacArthur 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

The Hope Lutheran Food Pantry serves those in need throughout 
Rusk County. The pantry is open Mondays from 1:00-3:00pm, 
Wednesdays from 9:30-11:30am, and Fridays from 9:30-11:30am.  
 
Volunteers are needed on Mondays, January 4 & 18 to help unload 
the Feed My People delivery and to stock shelves. If you can help 
out, please be to the church by 9:15am.  
 
Donations of non-perishable food items can be brought to the 
church during office hours or on Sunday mornings. Monetary 
donations can be sent to the church office or placed in the offering 
plate (clearly marked "Food Pantry"). 

 
MANNA Meal 

(Meals Available for the Nutritional Needs of All) 
 

The January MANNA Meal is CANCELLED. 

 
 

Offering Envelopes 
And Statements of Giving 

 

Offering envelopes for 2020 can be picked up in the multi-purpose 
room. If you cannot find your envelopes or if you did not use 
envelopes in 2020 but would like to in 2021, please contact the 
church office. 
 
Statements of Giving for 2020 will be mailed out in January. If your 
mailing address has recently changed, please be sure to contact 
the church office. 
 

 
 

FOOD  

PANTRY 
 



                                               
 

Monthly Meeting: The HLCW does not meet in January. 
 
Quilting: The quilting group will meet on Tuesday, January 26 
beginning at 9:00am. There are jobs for all skill levels. If you can 
stay the whole day, please bring a sack lunch. Quilt squares are 
also available to be sewn at home. Questions? Contact Karen 
Skeels (715-452-5444). 
 
All women of Hope are considered members of the HLCW.  
 
The WNALC (Women of the North American Lutheran Church) has 
both a website:  wnalc.org and a Facebook page for you to like and 
follow, read their newsletters and keep informed. 

 
Adult Education & Fellowship Opportunities 

 

Book Discussion: The book discussion group will meet on 
Sunday, January 17 at 10:20am in the Fellowship Hall.  You are 
asked to read on your own this month and bring to the meeting 
suggestions for books you think the group may enjoy.   
 
Men’s Breakfast: Men of Hope are invited to the Ladysmith Family 
Restaurant each Thursday at 7:00am for breakfast, fellowship, and 
a study of the lessons for the coming Sunday. 

 
 

Heading South for the Winter? 
 

We want to stay in touch! Please let the church office know your 
winter address and the dates you'll be gone so that you can 
continue to receive the church newsletter and other mailings. 
Addresses can be called in (715-532-7739), e-mailed 
(hlcladysmith@gmail.com) or dropped off in the office. If you do not 
wish to receive mailings during your absence, please let the church 
office know how long to hold your mailings. 
 

 

Hope Lutheran  
Church Women 



Congregational Care & Outreach 
 
In spite of all the restrictions in these past months our committee 
continues to do what we can:  cards are sent out to acknowledge 
birthdays, anniversaries and special circumstances; grieving 
handbooks are given out and available for you to give also; 
Communion for the homebound (where possible) continues; calls 
to homebound members are made. We are always exploring ways 
to expand our local mission outreach.  We appreciate your input. 
Be watching for curb signs placed around town.  The message on 
the sign is “In Christ Alone Our Hope is Found”.  These words say 
it all.  If you would like a sign to be placed at your yard or curb, 
please contact George Lawrence or the church office. Blessings to 
you and your families in the New Year. 
 

Anita is Well 
 
In this year of hardship and sadness around the world, there is good 
news and celebration in the village of Lower Oloosekin, situated in 
the Maasai Mara region of Northwest Kenya.  The water drilling 
company began drilling the borehole on December 7th and hit water 
at a depth of 173 meters (568 feet).  It required additional drilling to 
a depth of 230 meters (755 feet) before sufficient flow and water 
quality were achieved. Go to Montana on a Mission.org to see and 
hear what it means to the people there (30 second video).  By the 
end of January, they should have the solar pump and panels, 
holding tanks and stanchion in place.  We are grateful to Montana 
on a Mission and their director, Mery Donald, and her team for 
making this happen for our sisters and brothers in Christ.  
 
With your financial and prayer support we were not only able to 
provide life saving water but ended up redirecting some of the funds 
early in the year (because of the pandemic) to help feed the people  
affected who live in all of the villages where M.O.M. have placed 
these water wells (15 total).  It does not end there; we also 
purchased 200 bibles in the Maasai language and 50 SD cards (the 
Bible on audio) to distribute to the villagers.  On behalf of our family 
and in Anita’s memory we thank you once again!  Please know that 
you have been a part of supplying: The bread for life, the water for 
life, and lastly, as disciples, His Word for life (1 John 1: 1-4) 
 



We know that Anita is Well and we are all well in and through Christ 
our Savior. 
 
Blessing, 
George Lawrence & family 

 
Adult Education & Fellowship 

 
Bible studies:  Instead of rushing home after worship, please join 
us Sundays at 10:15 for ongoing adult bible studies in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
 
Know much about the Minor Prophets?  Women of Hope, you are 
invited to learn more and join in discussion.  Contact Rosemary 
Johnson.  We meet on Friday afternoons-dates and time sometimes 
change. 
 
The Scripture prayer women’s group prays either in person at 
church or at our homes every Friday for the needs of our church, 
nation, inner healing, physical healing, relationships, wisdom & 
guidance, faith & strength, comfort and special needs.  Let one of 
the members know what you want them to pray for-all is 
confidential. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUMMARY OF COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

DECEMBER 15, 2020 
 

Old Business:  Budget for 2021 was approved. 
New Business: Discussed ratification of NALC Constitutional 
amendments approved at the 2020 Convocation.  Approved Pastor 
Martin on Discretionary Fund checking account at Ladysmith 
Federal Savings & Loan. Discussed social distancing.  
 

Adult Education & Fellowship: Family Matters & Minor Prophets 
bible studies continue. Free books to take on table in Multi-Purpose 
room. Next Meeting:  January 8 at 2:00pm. 
 

Congregational Care & Outreach:  Curb signs “Through Christ 
Alone Our Hope is Found” are ordered.  Grief support, card ministry 
& visitations continue.  Next Meeting:  January 5 at 4:15pm. 
 
Property: Acquiring quotes for phone system.  Parsonage 
agreement signed. Next meeting:  January 12 at 6:00pm. 
 
Social Ministries:  Food pantry served 116 families in November. 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner take out served 285. Next 
meeting: January 12 at 3:30pm. 
 
Stewardship & Finance:  Reviewed 2021 Budget. Next meeting: 
January 14 at 5:30pm. 
 
Worship & Music:  Christmas decorating done. New phone for 
Facetime Live to be purchased. ReClaim hymnal to replace current 
one.    Next meeting:  January 5 at 5:30pm. 
 
Youth Education:  Wednesday school back-pack program 
continues. Class for First Communion to start late January/early 
February.  Next meeting: January 6 at 4:30pm. 
 
Youth Ministry:  January 3 at 5:00pm Game night.  High School 
breakfast Sunday January 17.   Next meeting:  January 5 at 
4;30pm. 
 
Next Council Meeting:  January 19 at 7:00pm. 
 



 
 

                                 
 

 

As you hang that new calendar on your wall, please remember 
to mark these important church dates: 
 

 January 6    Feast of the Epiphany  
 January 24  Annual Congregational Meeting 
 February 14  Transfiguration of our Lord 
 February 17  Ash Wednesday (Worship) 
 February 24   Mid-Week Lenten Worship begins 
 March 28   Palm Sunday (Worship) 
 April 1    Maundy Thursday (Worship) 
 April 2    Good Friday (Worship) 
 April 4    Easter (Worship) 
 May 13   Ascension of our Lord 
 May 23   Pentecost Sunday (Worship) 
 May 30   Holy Trinity 
 October 31   Reformation Day/Confirmation 
 November 7  All Saints Day 
 November 21  Christ the King 
 November 25  Thanksgiving  
 December 5  1st Sunday in Advent  
 December 24  Christmas Eve (Worship) 
   

Please watch upcoming newsletters, Sunday bulletins, and the 
church website (hlcladysmith.org) for more information on our 
events. 

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Hope Lutheran Church is commissioned to make disciples, 
commanded to love God and others, and committed to serve. 

 

2021 
A New Calendar 



 Items for the weekly bulletin are due in the church office 
no later than noon on Wednesday.  Items for the February 
newsletter are due in the church office by Tuesday, January 19. 
The preferred method of submission is via email 
(hlcladysmith@gmail.com) or electronic file.  Items may also be left 
in the office mailbox or dropped off at the office during office hours.   

 
Change of Address and/or Phone Number? 

 

If you have had a change in address or phone number, please notify 
the church office of these changes.  Also, in an effort to improve 
communication we are seeking email addresses for members of the 
congregation. If you would like to have your email address added 
to the list, please send it to the church office. 
 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

 Pastor        Rev. Christopher Martin 
 

 Church Secretary     Bonnie Billings 
 

 Maintenance      Gary Bendixen 
 

 Custodian       Rosemary Warwick 
 

Choir Director      Heidi Jo Sovacool 
 

 Organists       Lisa Borman  
                          Karen Tappon 
         Aileen Tauchen 
         Terry Wedwick 

 
Hope Lutheran Church 

320 First St. S. 
P.O. Box 184 

Ladysmith, WI 54848 
Church Phone: 715-532-7739 

E-Mail Address:  hlcladysmith@gmail.com 
Website: hlcladysmith.org 

 

Deadlines… 

mailto:hlcladysmith@gmail.com
mailto:hopelutheran@centurytel.net


January Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

1 Vicky Abing      22 Kenneth Stock 
 Derek Hraban      23 Violet Biller  
2 Brandyn Polak       Christian Borman  
4 Ken Molstad       Adam Morgan 
6 Caitlyn Jiskra      24 Jerry McEathron   
8 James MacArthur      Bart Schultz  
 Brayten Mallo      25 Tara Nelson 
 Bruce Stewart       Kathie Stewart  
10 Danny Craker       Al Warwick   
 Bob Langland      26 Derek Abing 
12 Terilyn Kozak       Riley Abing 
 Allison Lacey       Shane Abing  
 Phoenix Narvaez      Julie Kammerud 
 Meghan Shultz      Kate McMahon  
13 Matt Bunton       Meghan McMahon 
 Isabelle Solberg     27 Vanessa Loe   
14 Morris Clark II        Evan Moore 

Capri Strom      28 John Duzy 
15 Brooke Hillman      Judith Scheurer    

Janet Uutala       29 Carole Dauer  
16  Reese Barfknecht      Susan MacArthur  
 Mark Bentley III     30 Bob Boller   
 Lindsay Goerner      Leslie Harmon 
 Mark Sokolowski     31 Janet Keehn  
 Kai Strom        
18 Kitzie Nelson        
19 Casey Abing           
 Jordan Schultz          
21 Bob Hoehn         

David Redwine     
 Meghan Warwick          
       

 * * * * 
 
2 Bert & Heidi Zielke    15 Tracie & Casey Mincoff 
6 Breena & Michael Effertz   17 Rick & Cindy Molstad   
8 Erle & Priscilla Barber 

Greg & Michelle Stohr  
Shawn & Kelli Vetterkind 



 
 

3   Ushers  Sovacool Family  
     Lector  Irene Titera 
        Acolytes   
   Comm. Assts . Linda Campbell 
 
10   Ushers  Irene Titera, Kathy Ducommun  
     Lector  Rachel Sovacool 
        Acolytes   
   Comm. Assts.  Bev Dukerschein 
 
17       Ushers  Sovacool Family 
     Lector  Bev Dukerschein 
        Acolytes   
   Comm. Assts  Linda Campbell 
 
24   Ushers  Linda Campbell & Nick Sovacool 
     Lector  Rachel Sovacool 
        Acolytes   
   Comm. Assts.  Irene Titera 
 
31   Ushers  Sovacool Family 
   Lector  Linda Campbell 
      Acolytes  
   Comm. Assts  Irene Titera 
 

* * * * * 
 

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set 
an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in 
faith and in purity.” ~ 1 Timothy 4:12 


