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We Are the Church 
by Bonnie Billings 

 

I’ve had the words to “The Church Song” running through my head 
as of late: “We are the church, the body of our Lord…The church is 
not a building…the church, it is the people living out their lives, 
called, enlightened, sanctified for the work of Jesus Christ.”  
 

During this past year and a half that we’ve been without a full-time 
“permanent” pastor I’ve heard a lot of conversations that begin, 
“When we get a pastor…”. The mission statement of Hope Lutheran 
Church states that we are “commissioned to make disciples, 
commanded to love God and others, and committed to serve.” It 
doesn’t say that the pastor is the one to do these things. It says 
WE—Hope Lutheran Church—are commissioned, commanded 
and committed.  
 

This mission statement, written by the Church Council almost 20 
years ago, is backed by scripture. 1 Corinthians 12:27 states, “Now 
you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” And 
Romans 12:6-8 tells us, “We have different gifts, according to the 
grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy 
in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is 
teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give 
encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to 
lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.”  
 

We don’t know when we will again be shepherded by a full-time 
pastor but every day we are shepherded by the Good Shepherd, 
Jesus Christ. While we wait and pray for a new pastor, let us not 
lose sight of our calling to be the hands and feet of Jesus, to be 
shining God’s light into the world. WE are the church. We all have 
gifts to share. Let us live out our lives as we are “called, enlightened, 
sanctified for the work of Jesus Christ.” 



 

                
 

Mid-week Lenten Worship Services 
Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25, and April 1 

6:15pm Hymn-Sing 
6:30pm Holden Evening Prayer 

  
Lenten Soup Suppers will be held in the fellowship hall 
prior to the mid-week worship services with serving from 
5:00-6:00pm. There is no set charge for these meals but 
a free-will offering will be received with proceeds 
benefitting youth programs.  

 

 
Adult Education & Fellowship Opportunities 

 
Bible Study: The “Family Matters” Bible study continues on 
Sunday, March 1, 8, 22 & 29 at 10:20am in the Fireside Room. It’s 
not too late to join in.  
 
Women’s Bible Study: This study on the Beatitudes will meet on 
Friday, March 6 at 3:30pm. 
 
Book Discussion: The book discussion group will meet on 
Sunday, March 15 at 10:20am in the Fireside Room.  The book for 
March is Shadows of Lancaster County by Mindy Starns. Visit the 
book group’s website at https://hopebookgroup.weebly.com for 
more information. 
 
Men’s Breakfast: Men of Hope are invited to attend the Men's 
Breakfast & Bible Study held each Thursday at 7:00am at the 
Ladysmith Family Restaurant. We have breakfast, fellowship and 
study the scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday.  

Lenten Worship 

        & Soup Suppers 

https://hopebookgroup.weebly.com/


                                               
 

Monthly Meeting: The HLCW will hold their annual Lenten 
Breakfast and Communion Service on Thursday, March 19 at 
9:30am. All Women of Hope are welcome to attend. 
 
Quilting: The quilting group will meet on Tuesday, March 31 
beginning at 9:00am. There are jobs for all skill levels. If you can 
stay the whole day, please bring a sack lunch. Quilt squares are 
also available to be sewn at home. Questions? Contact Karen 
Skeels (715-452-5444). 

 
World Day of Prayer 

 
World Day of Prayer is a worldwide, ecumenical movement of 
Christian women of many traditions who come together to observe 
a common day of prayer. The local observance will be held on 
Friday, March 6 at 1:00pm at the Cameo Room at the Ladysmith 
Care Community and is hosted by the women of Hope Lutheran 
Church and the UCC. Refreshments will be served. This year’s 
program is written by the women of Zimbabwe.  

 
 

 
 

Corned Beef Dinner & Pie Auction 
 

Youth Ministry will be having a Corned Beef Dinner & Pie Auction 
on Sunday, March 15 at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. A free-
will offering will be received with proceeds going towards this 
summer’s youth mission trip. Reservations are requested. To 
make a reservation, please contact the church office by Monday, 
March 9 (715-532-7739 or hlcladysmith@gmail.com). 
 
If you are able to donate a pie for the Pie Auction, please contact 
Nick Sovacool. 
 
 

Hope Lutheran  
Church Women 
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Mission Trip Meeting: A meeting for youth interested in the 
summer 2020 mission trip will be held on Sunday, March 1 
immediately following worship. A $50 deposit will be due that day. 
Parents are encouraged to attend this meeting. Questions? Contact 
Nick Sovacool, Julie vanDoorn or Marcia Calkins. 
 
High School Youth Breakfast: HS youth will meet for breakfast 
and devotions on Sunday, March 15 at 10:30am. Youth are 
encouraged to attend worship and then meet in the multi-purpose 
room. They’ll head out to the Ladysmith Family Restaurant from 
there.  The cost to the meals is covered by Youth Ministry.  
  

 
A Letter from the Call Committee 

 
I spoke with the assistant to the bishop, Pastor David Wendell on 
February 19. My question to him was why, if there are so many 
pastors looking for a call, we are getting so few responses. His 
answer was that although there are 126 pastor profiles listed as 
available for a call, only 10 are actively seeking a new call. Profiles 
for new seminarian graduates won’t be available until May. There 
are 25 congregational vacancies in the NALC.  
 
One suggestion from Pastor Wendell is the addition of a visual 
component to our profile. Chris Holtebeck is currently working on 
creating a video to add to it. If you have suggestions or can help in 
this area, please contact either myself or Chris. 
 
Pastor Wendel encouraged us to be patient and continue to pray 
and to ask ourselves what the Lord might be trying to teach us 
through this process.  
 
Trust in the Lord always, 
Jerry McEathron, Chairman 



 
 
The Hope Lutheran Food Pantry serves those in need throughout 
Rusk County. The Pantry is open Mondays 1:00-3:00pm, 
Wednesday 9:30-11:30am, and Fridays 9:30-11:30am.  
 
Volunteers are needed to work on pantry days. If you are interested 
in volunteering or have questions, please contact Josi Hamilton 
(715-532-6052). Volunteers are also needed on the first and third 
Mondays of each month (March 2 & 16) at 9:15am to help unload 
the Feed My People delivery and to stock shelves.  
 
Donations of non-perishable food items can be brought to the 
church during office hours or on Sunday mornings. Monetary 
donations can be sent to the church office or placed in the offering 
plate (clearly marked "Food Pantry"). 

 
MANNA Meal 

(Meals Available for the Nutritional Needs of All) 
 

The March MANNA Meal will be held at Hope Lutheran on 
Thursday, March 26 with serving from 5:00-6:00pm. This is a free 
meal providing both food and fellowship to those in need.  

 
 

Youth Education 

 
Please note a change to the schedule for Wednesday School. 
Wednesday School WILL meet on March 18 but will NOT meet on 
March 25. Sunday School will NOT meet on March 22 or 29 
 

 
Mission Statement 

 

Hope Lutheran Church is commissioned to make disciples, commanded 
to love God and others, and committed to serv. 

FOOD 
PANTRY 
 
 
 



Parsonage Remodeling Update 
 

 
 

It’s been a great month of progress on our parsonage! As of 
February 20, the four upstairs bedrooms and bathroom were almost 
finished. The refinished hardwood floors look great, and with the 
texturing of the walls and ceilings, fresh paint, and new trim and 
doors, the second floor looks almost brand new! There is some 
minor trim work and painting that still needs to be completed. 
 
The main floor is all painted, and the new flooring should be done 
by the time you read this, after which the new doors and trim can 
be installed. The new kitchen cabinets should be delivered and in 
place soon as well. Next, the new appliances will be installed, and 
then the main level will be close to finished.  
 
The basement bathroom has been renovated, but work still needs 
to be completed in the rest of the basement. It will take some time 
yet, but the number of days on the job by the carpenters should 
gradually dwindle.  
 
We are very pleased with the results and plan to have an open 
house when the project is completed so that the congregation can 
walk through and see the finished project. 
 
We could not have done this without all the faithful painters, 
stainers, varnishers and more. The many volunteer hours have 
saved us many dollars. Thank you to everyone who has helped! 
 

* * * * * 
 

***A special account has been set up to make donations to help pay 
for the parsonage remodel. If you can help, please make checks 
payable to Hope Lutheran Church with “parsonage remodel” noted 
on the memo line.***  



Radio Broadcasts 
 

Each Sunday morning since 1948 our worship services have been 
broadcast on WLDY 1340AM. This important ministry allows us to 
bring worship to our homebound members and to members of the 
community.  
 
Each radio broadcast costs $79.00. If you would like to sponsor a 
radio broadcast you can do so on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. Donations can also be made to the general 
Radio Fund. The boxed offering envelopes include Radio Fund 
envelopes or you may use the envelopes found in the pews.  
 
Checks should be made payable to Hope Lutheran Church with 
"Radio Broadcast" indicated in the memo line. 

 
Scrip Program 
 
Scrip cards are sold following worship each Sunday. Scrip cards 
are currently available for Ladysmith Fresh Market, Walmart, Kwik 
Trip, Holiday, DQ, Subway and McDonald's. Scrip cards can also 
be ordered from a list of other businesses. Through the scrip 
program you receive the full value of the cards and a percentage of 
every card sold is returned to the church as a charitable 
contribution.  
 
Proceeds from the Scrip program go towards building and 
maintenance needs. Cards can also be ordered for a list of other 
retailers. Please stop by the table in the multi-purpose room 
following worship for more information. 

 
 

CareNotes 
 

The Congregational Care & Outreach Committee invites you to 
check out the CareNotes display in the multi-purpose room. 
CareNotes are written for people dealing with intensely emotional 
situations and provide words of support, encouragement, and 
guidance.  
 



SUMMARY OF FEBRUARY COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 
Adult Education & Fellowship: In the process of purging books 
from the church library. Book group will discuss “Shadows of 
Lancaster County” in March. Valentines were sent to college 
students. The “Family Matters” and “Beatitudes” studies continue. 
Renewed subscription to “Connections” magazine for the church 
library. Next Meeting:  March 6 at 2:30pm. 
 

Congregational Care & Outreach:  Communion to the 
homebound and visitation continues. “Care Notes” are on display in 
the multi-purpose room. New Rezilient Kidz classes are beginning.  
Next Meeting:  March 9 at 4:15pm. 
 

Property:  Committee did a walk through at the parsonage. 
Remodeling is progressing well. Invoices totaling $35,000 have 
been submitted so far. An open house for the congregation to view 
the remodeling will be planned when project is complete. HLCW 
purchased a new vacuum cleaner for the church. Next meeting:  
March 10 at 6:00pm. 
 

Social Ministries:  January MANNA Meal served 58. Food pantry 
served 218 family units. Benevolence and Missions funds were 
designated for Rusk County Lighthouse, Embrace, Raising Highly 
Capable Kids, the Backpack Food Program, Lutheran Core, 
Lutheran World Relief, and World Mission Prayer League. Next 
meeting: March 2 at 3:30pm. 
 

Stewardship & Finance:  Discussed costs related to the pulpit 
supply arrangement.  Discussed the 2020 “legacy” stewardship 
emphasis. Next meeting: March 12 at 5:30pm. 
 

Worship & Music:  No minutes submitted. Next meeting:  March 
9 at 6:00pm. 
 

Youth Education:  No formal meeting held. Next meeting: 
Tuesday, March 9 at 4:30pm. 
 

Youth Ministry:  Mission Trip meeting to be held March 1. St. 
Patrick’s Day dinner to be held March 15. Next meeting:  March 10 
at 4:30pm. 
 

Next Council Meeting:  March 17 at 7:00pm. 



 Items for the weekly bulletin are due in the church office 
no later than noon on Wednesday.  Items for the April newsletter 
are due in the church office by March 17. 
 
The preferred method of submission is via email 
(hlcladysmith@gmail.com) or electronic file.  Items may also be left 
in the office mailbox or dropped off at the office during office hours.   

 
Change of Address and/or Phone Number? 

 
If you have had a change in address or phone number (especially 
if you no longer use a landline), please notify the church office of 
these changes.  Also, in an effort to improve communication we are 
seeking email addresses for members of the congregation. If you 
would like to have your email address added to the list, please send 
an email to the church office at hlcladysmith@gmail.com. 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

 Pulpit Supply/Lay Minister  Jeff Hogden 

 Church Secretary     Bonnie Billings 

 Maintenance      Gary Bendixen 

 Custodian       Rosemary Warwick 

Choir Director      Heidi Jo Sovacool 

 Organists       Lisa Borman  
                          Karen Tappon 
         Aileen Tauchen 

 
Hope Lutheran Church 

320 First St. S./P.O. Box 184 
Ladysmith, WI 54848 

Church Phone: 715-532-7739 
E-Mail Address:  hlcladysmith@gmail.com 

Website: hlcladysmith.org 
 

Deadlines… 
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March 

Worship Assistants 
 

 
1   Ushers  Jack Pederson, Kathy Peterson 
     Lector  George Lawrence 
        Acolytes  Camryn Closs, Levi Nyhagn 
   Comm. Assts.  Jer & Pat McEathron, Rosemary Johnson 
 
4  Weds.  Usher  Aileen Tauchen 
   
8   Ushers  Jack Pederson, Aileen Tauchen 
     Lector  Jack Pederson 
        Acolytes  Manny Moore, Jackson Summerfield 
   Comm. Assts.  Irene Titera, Rosemary Johnson 

George Lawrence 
 
11 Weds.  Usher  George Lawrence 
 
15   Ushers  Irene Titera, George Lawrence 
     Lector  Irene Titera 
        Acolytes  Breann Hillman, Camryn Closs 
   Comm. Assts.  Kathy Peterson, Rosemary Johnson 
      Chuck Hyde 
 
18 Weds.  Usher  Irene Titera 
 
22   Ushers  Irene Titera, George Lawrence 
     Lector  Heidi Jo Sovacool 
        Acolytes  Camryn Closs, Jordan Shineflew 
   Comm. Assts.  Charlie & Chris Holtebeck 

Rosemary Johnson 
 
25 Weds.  Usher  Sovacool family 
 
29   Ushers  Dave Borman, Don Soyring 
     Lector  Bonnie Billings 
        Acolytes  Levi Nyhagen, Jonah vanDoorn 
   Comm. Assts.  Irene Titera, George Lawrence, 
      Chuck Hyde 
  



 
 

1 Corey Verdegan     18 Kelsey Schwaller  
2 Robert Duncan      Marshal Thompson  
 Shad Para       19 Leonard Hess   
4 Kathleen Dean     21 Heather Brooks  
5 John Duzy        Serena Samardzich 
 Jeremiah Jennerman     Jeremiah Young    
 Julie Krisik       23 Kyle Harmon  
6 Carol Redwine      Khloe Larson  
 Alyssa Schwaller      Barb vanDoorn 
 Shawn Vetterkind     24 Linda Beckett   
7 Gordie Dukerschein     Andrew Borman    
 Rob Goffin        Scott Kauphusman  
 Cayden Nehring      Kathi Kesan  
 Adela Pederson      James Stanton  
 Megan Powell      25 Linda Campbell  
8 Tyler Polak       Luke Rothenbach  
 Kaitlyn Schott      26 Scott Brooks  
 Ross Vetterkind      John Pohlman   
10 Jessica Hoehn     27 Parker Titera    
12 Michelle Mincoff      Marian Tomaszewski  
 Trisha Phillips      29 Taylor DeWolf  
14 Sydney Schott       Nicholas Harka  
15 Cathy Busse       Sarah Kauphusman  
 Erin Murray       Jim Schultz  
16 Dave Lemke      31 Connie Haller  
 Nate Peggar       Arnie Olson  
 Erin Craker         
17 Carter Closs          
 Carter Soltis          
 Cathy Tappon   
  

* * * * * 
 

14 Chuck & Jan Hyde  
      24 Bill & Yvonne Rands 
      30 Bill & Bev Loser   



 


