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Seasons of Change 
By Pastor Diane Odermann 

 

“When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one 
place and suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty 
rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.” 
– Acts 2:1-2 
 
As we move into the summer months, I am reminded that we are 
moving into a new season with you as congregations.  I have said 
to Pastor Bill lately, on our trips back and forth to Austin, ‘We’ve 
lived through the worst weather of the year, now we can be a part 
of the most beautiful part of the year in these north woods.” We 
have driven through snowstorms, ice, wind, and dead of winter.   
 
As Spring is bursting out all around us, I love seeing the trees come 
out in full bloom, the lakes thaw and the animals come out to graze 
and enjoy the warm sunshine. Even people are more warm and 
friendly, wanting to stop and talk. It reminds me of our interim 
process. Grief has a cycle. When we first came, you as 
congregations, were experiencing the grief of your pastor of 14 
years moving on to a new calling. While you were happy for him, it 
left you sad and missing him and his family.  As the months have 
allowed you to miss him and get to know new pastors, new life is 
starting to spring up around you.    
 
Our church season of Pentecost is upon us.  Pentecost is the day 
when the Holy Spirit, the Advocate from the Father and the Son, 
comes to live within us as Jesus’ disciples.  This powerful third 
member of the Trinity lets us know that Christ lives in us, comforts  
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us in our sadness and transforms us with His power, love and 
confidence to walk in the way of Christ to find healing and new life.   
 
The first time we hear about this wonderful member of the Trinity 
comes right before Jesus’ death. Jesus wants his disciples to 
understand that just because Jesus won’t be with them, they can 
still live in the love he taught and do the things He has taught them 
do.  They can face the coming trial of watching his cruel death in 
the comfort of knowing His death is not the end. He will rise again 
as He promised. 
 
More than 2000 years later, that Holy Spirit still lives within us, his 
disciples. When we go through our own hardships, trials and losses, 
it is not the end.  Just like nature around us, churches go through 
seasons. The old has to die, move on so we can be born anew to 
what God is calling Hope and Glen Flora Lutheran churches to 
now.  The Spirit works in community. As our weekly prayer group 
has been praying for this church, we have seen the fruit of how God 
is bringing healing and new life to this congregation.  Just like in 
most things, when we let God be in control of our lives, God knows 
when we are ready for what He is preparing us for.  God is preparing 
you for a new pastor as well as preparing a pastor for you.  We put 
our trust in God who gives us the Holy Spirit. We need to listen to 
the Holy Spirit for how He wants to prepare us for this new season.  
 
When I was young, I would get so anxious about changes in my life 
until a wise person told me. “You aren’t ready for the new season 
now, but you will be ready when the time comes.” They were telling 
me to be present in the now and God will help you with your anxiety 
and will prepare you for what is coming.  When the time is right, you 
will be ready. Right now, I sense the Spirit blessing us with time of 
fellowship and deeper interaction as His family. We survived the 
winter, let’s enjoy this beautiful season of growth with God.  

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Hope Lutheran Church is commissioned to make disciples, 
commanded to love God and others, and committed to serve. 

 



 

 
 

The Adult Education & Fellowship Committee invites you to 
celebrate summer on the Chippewa River! We’ll be “Chillin’ on the 
Chippewa” on Sunday, June 30 beginning at noon at the home of 
Chuck and Jan Hyde (W11147 Boat Landing Rd.).  
 
Activities will include canoeing, tubing, kayaking, fishing, games, 
fun and fellowship. Bocce ball, ladder golf, KUB, and horseshoes 
will be available. You're also invited to bring your favorite yard 
game.  
 
Suggested canoe/tube trips are from Imalone to the boat landing 
near Hyde's or the boat landing to Bruce. The estimated time to float 
is 2-1/2 to 3 hours or for a short water adventure, you can put in at 
the boat landing and come down to their dock, about 1/4 mile.  
 
A potluck lunch will begin at 1:00pm but you are welcome to join in 
whenever you get done canoeing. Please bring a dish to share and 
your meat of choice to grill (if desired), beverage (water and 
lemonade will be provided), lawn chairs, sunscreen and insect 
repellent.  
 
Please contact the Hyde’s at 715-492-2818 or 715-868-2422 for 
directions or if you have questions. 

 

 
Youth Breakfast   

 
High School Youth will meet for breakfast and devotions on Sunday, 
June 9 at 10:30am. Youth who have recently completed 8th grade 
are encouraged to attend. Youth should meet in the education wing 
following the worship service. 

 



                                               
 

Monthly Meeting: The HLCW will hold their monthly meeting on 
Thursday, June 20 at 9:30am. Hostess for the day is Jean 
Raymond.  All women of Hope are welcome! 
 
Quilting: The quilting group will meet on Tuesday, June 25 
beginning at 9:00am. There are jobs for all skill levels. If you can 
stay the whole day, please bring a sack lunch. Quilt squares are 
also available to be sewn at home. Questions? Contact Karen 
Skeels (715-452-5444). 

 
Daughters of the King 

 
Women United Ministries invites ALL women age 16 and older to a 
time of fellowship, worship, prayer and spiritual nourishment. The 
“Daughters of the King” women’s conference will take place on 
Saturday, June 29 from 9:00am-4:30pm at Faith United Methodist 
Church (W8125 Shady Lane, Ladysmith). The theme is “Healing 
the Past & Walking Forward in Your True Identity”. The cost is 
$20/person (lunch included). Registration and check-in will be held 
that day from 8:00-9:00am. To pre-register and pay, please visit 
bloomerumc.com/women-united-retreat.  

 
Harvest of Talents Thrift Sale 

 
The Harvest of Talents Thrift Sale will be held on Thursday, June 
13 from 9:00am-6:00pm and Friday, June 14 from 9:00am-

12:00noon. They are looking for clean, gently used items (no 
electronics or children’s car seats). Items should be brought to 
First Church of Christ on Wednesday, June 12 from 9:00am-
6:00pm. For larger items please call Robbie Dysh at 715-661-0562 
or the church office 715-532-7093. 
 
Money raised from Harvest of Talents events goes toward helping 
those in need throughout the community, including the food 
pantries, veterans, and the disabled. 

Hope Lutheran  
Church Women 



Bible Reading 
Marathon 

 
 
You are invited to join Christians in Glen Flora, Ladysmith, Hawkins, 
Catawba, Warrenton, Va,  Washington D.C., Tanzania, Kenya and 
all around the world in participating in an important activity designed 
to foster Christian unity, nurture faith, draw new believers and equip 
us for a life of experiencing and reflecting the love of God in Jesus. 
What is this activity you ask? It is a Bible Reading Marathon.  
 
As a community of believers, we will read our way through the entire 
Bible in one week.  Each participant will be asked to sign up for 20-
minute reading slots from about 8:00am-7:00pm. Our Bible 
Reading Marathon will be beginning August 11. We will gather 
together for worship at 10:30am at Glen Flora Lutheran Church.  
We will then share a fellowship lunch together from 11:30am-
12:15pm.  At 12:30pm we will gather for a short devotion and hymn 
before beginning our first reading period at 12:40pm.  From then 
on, one of us will be reading the Bible out loud for all to hear until 
we've worked our way through Revelation on Saturday August 17.   
 
This activity has been a blessing to communities around the world. 
Robin, whose brother treasured his much-read Bible and had 
passed away earlier in the year, shared: "Whether I was taking a 
turn reading, or just listening to someone else read, it was a healing 
experience for me." Mattie, who is already looking forward to 
participating again next year shared: "It meant a lot to me because 
it brought back verses that I remembered from long ago.  I really 
enjoyed the experience of both reading and listening to the pastors 
read." Much more information can be found at 
biblereadingmarathon.org.  
 
There will be a poster and sign-up sheets working their way through 
Glen Flora, Hope, Bethel, Bethany and perhaps other area 
churches. Further sign-ups may be coordinated through Sue 
Haskins (715-322-5693 or s-hask@umn.edu).  Please, prayerfully 
consider joining us in this faith and community building and 
renewing event. 



 

             
Plans are underway for VBS 2019! The theme for this year’s VBS 
is “Miraculous Mission: Jesus Saves the World.” VBS is for children 
who have completed PK thru 4th grades. There is also a VBS 
Adventure Camp for children who have completed grades 5-8. 
Registration forms are available on the bulletin board and on the 
church’s website (hlcladysmith.org). 
 

Volunteers are needed to make VBS happen. If you would like to 
help out with VBS, please contact Nancy Burmeister (715-403-0962 
or lemke492@yahoo.com). 
 

 
Adult Education & Fellowship Opportunities 

 

The Small and Rural Church: This Bible study will continue on 
Sundays, June 2 & 9 at 10:30am. It’s not too late to jump in. There 
is no charge for the study materials and everyone is welcome! 
 

Book Discussion: The book discussion group will meet on 
Sunday, June 23 at 10:20am in the Fireside Room.  The book for 
June is Courageous: A Novel by Randy Alcorn. Visit the book 
group’s website at https://hopebookgroup.weebly.com for more 
information. 
 

Men’s Breakfast: Men of Hope are invited to attend the Men's 
Breakfast & Bible Study held each Thursday at 7:00am at the 
Ladysmith Family Restaurant for a study of the scripture readings 
for the upcoming Sunday, breakfast and fellowship.  
 

Table for Seven: This event will be coming again this fall. Please 
watch upcoming bulletins and newsletters for more information. 
There will be a sign-up sheet on the Adult Education & Fellowship 
bulletin board. 

Vacation 
Bible 

School 
July 22-25 

https://hopebookgroup.weebly.com/


Radio Broadcasts 
 

Each Sunday morning since 1948 our worship services have been 
broadcast on WLDY 1340AM. This important ministry has and 
continues to allow us to bring worship to our homebound members 
and to members of the community.  
 

Each radio broadcast costs $79.00. If you would like to sponsor a 
radio broadcast, a sign-up sheet is available on the bulletin board 
in the narthex. Donations can also be made to the general radio 
fund using the special envelopes in your boxed offering envelopes 
or the envelopes in the pews. Checks should be made payable to 
Hope Lutheran Church with “radio broadcast” noted in the memo 
line. 

 
What is Scrip? 

 

Each month we advertise that scrip is sold following the worship 
service. Have you been wondering, “What is scrip?” Scrip cards are 
simply gift cards for various businesses. They are no different to 
use than the gift cards you’ve probably given or received in the past. 
You receive the full value of the cards you purchase and they are 
used to purchase products or services from the business from 
which they are issued. The difference is that when purchased 
through Hope Lutheran, a percentage of every card sold is returned 
to the church as a charitable contribution.  
 

Scrip cards are sold following worship each Sunday. Scrip cards 
are currently available each Sunday for WalMart, Kwik Trip, 
Holiday, Subway, and McDonald's. Cards can also be ordered from 
a lengthy list of other retailers. Proceeds from the Scrip program 
are used for building and maintenance needs. Please stop by the 
table in the multi-purpose room following worship for more 
information. 

 
 

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor your 
father and mother’ (this is the first commandment with a 
promise), ‘that it may go well with you and that you may live long in 
the land.’  Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring 
them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.” ~ Eph. 6:1-4 
 



When God and Cancer Meet 
 
Cancer, that terrifying word that changes our world.  Every family 
has been impacted in some way by this disease.  We can feel so 
helpless, so beaten.  When God & Cancer Meet” is a day of 
emotional and spiritual encouragement for those confronting, 
fighting and on an unwanted spiritual journey with cancer.  
 
Lynn Eib, author, cancer patient advocate & cancer survivor will 
be the presenter (lynneib.com). Lynn will present three sessions, 
with each session including music, scripture and cartoons. 
Session topics are: 
 

1. Facing the reality of the Illness 

2. Effectively fighting the battle 

3. Winning the battle 

This event will be held on Saturday June 8 from 8:30am-12:30pm 
at First Church of Christ. The cost is $5.00/person (scholarships are 
available). If you are a cancer patient, survivor, family member, 
friend, healthcare or ministry professional, or have by touched by 
cancer in any way, this seminar is for you. Pre-registration is 
appreciated. To register, please contact Jeanine (715-415-1794) or 
Donna (715-415-5851). 

 
Power House Painting Fundraiser 
 
Power House Youth Center will hold a painting fundraiser on 
Saturday, June 22 from 2:00-4:00pm at the Senior & Youth Center 
at the Rusk County Fairgrounds.  
 
You are invited to join in an afternoon of painting. Whether you are 
an artist or not, you will enjoy the stroke-by-stroke instructions to 
create a painting with the theme “4th of July”. Cyndi, an artist and 
owner of the Paint Shack Arts & Crafts Studio in Eau Claire will be 
the instructor. The cost is $35/person. All supplies are provided and 
the pictures is yours to keep. Bring a friend and come enjoy a 
wonderful afternoon of laughs, painting, and light snacks!  
 
Please RSVP to Holly Nawrocki by Saturday, June 15 at 715-322-
5514 or Facebook message her. 



Hope & Friends Backpack Food Program 

 
As we approach the end of the fourth year of our Backpack Food 
Program, we are happy to report that more kids than ever are 
getting good nutrition. During the 2018-19 school year we have 
been able to help more than 125 students enjoy improved meals on 
the weekends.  
 
The Hope & Friends Backpack Food Program is offered to any 
student at Ladysmith Elementary and Middle Schools, especially 
those who may be food insecure on the weekends.  These food 
packs are provided at no cost to the families or the school district.  
 
Each weekend children enrolled in the program are supplies with 
cereal, two entrees, a fruit, a vegetable, soup, juie and some snacks 
(granola bars, crakers and even some chocolates) for weekends 
when school meals are not available. During the 2018-19 school 
year we have distributed 3,682 food packs. 
 
Students at Ladysmith High School have partnered with us to do all 
of the packaging of the food items. We have expanded with more 
great volunteers and have benefitted from many generous 
donations from individuals, churches and civic organizations.  

 
We are so thankful for all of the donations received for this program. 
Donation during the 2018-19 school year have been received from: 
Harvest of Talents, Hope Lutheran Social Ministries, Hope Lutheran 
Endowment Fund, Thrivent funds, Manna Meals, the Ladysmith 
Lions Club, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Ladysmith Congregational 
Church, Clear Water Paper, Give 365 Rusk, AmVets, Knights of 
Columbus, Kwik Trip, CCF Bank, Weather Shield Lite Foundation, 
and Walmart. Many individual donations from members of the 
church and community have also enhanced our program and are 
so very appreciated. 

 
Thank you to everyone who has supported this program through 
prayers and financial support. If you would like to be a part of this 
ministry or have questions, please contact Don Bartig.  
 
We hope that better weekend nutrition will provide a better learning 
experience on Mondays and throughout the week. The end result – 
IT’S ALL ABOUT THE KIDS! 



Don’t let the road construction 
around town stop you from getting to 
church! We’ll try to keep the church’s 
Facebook page and website updated 
with which streets near the church 
have closures.  
 

 
 

The Hope Lutheran Food Pantry serves those in need throughout 
Rusk County. The Pantry is open Mondays 1:00-3:00pm, 
Wednesday 9:30-11:30am, and Fridays 9:30-11:30am. Those 
using the pantry for the first time should bring two forms of ID (a 
photo ID and a utility bill or lease with current address). 
 
Volunteers are needed to work on pantry days. If you are interested 
in volunteering or have questions, please contact Josi Hamilton 
(715-532-6052). Volunteers are also needed on the first and third 
Mondays of each month (June 3 & 10) to help unload the Feed My 
People delivery and to stock shelves. If you can help out, please be 
to the church by 9:15am.  
 
Donations of non-perishable food items can be brought to the 
church during office hours or on Sunday mornings. Monetary 
donations can be sent to the church office or placed in the offering 
plate (clearly marked "Food Pantry"). 

 
MANNA Meal 

(Meals Available for the Nutritional Needs of All) 
 

The June MANNA Meal will be held at Hope Lutheran on Thursday, 
June 27 with serving from 5:00-6:00pm. This is a free meal 
providing both food and fellowship to those in need. The meals are 
held here at Hope and are sponsored each month by a different 
church or civic organization. 

 
 

  

FOOD 
PANTRY 
 
 
 



SUMMARY OF MAY COMMITTEE ACTION 
 

Council minutes were not available when this newsletter went to print. The 
following is a summary of action taken by the various committees at their 
May meetings as taken from their committee minutes. 
 

Adult Education & Fellowship: “Chillin’ on the Chippewa” will be held 
June 30. Bible study on the small and rural church will be June 2 & 9. Table 
for 7 will be held again this fall. Next meeting: June 7 at 2:00pm. 
 

Congregational Care & Outreach: A Bible reading marathon will take 
place in August in conjunction with Glen Flora Lutheran Church. 
Considering switching from “Christ in Our Homes” devotionals to “Our 
Daily Bread”. Several people are interested in becoming members of 
Hope. Next meeting: June 4 at 4:15pm. 
 

Property Committee: Exit lights need to be replaced. Glen Hetchler has 
been hired to do the chimney repair. Broken window in the multi-purpose 
room will be repaired by members. East doors will be refinished in June. 
Checking on sealing the parking lot. Next meeting: June 11 at 5:30pm. 
 

Social Ministries: MANNA Meal served 67 in April. Food pantry served 
218 families. Benevolence funds were designed $300 to the local 
Veteran’s Service Office for emergencies and $112 to Rusck County 
Project Lifesaver. Missions funds were designated $200 to the NALS and 
$212 to the missionaries who had visited Hope April 29. Next meeting: 
June 3 at 3:30pm. 
 

Stewardship & Finance: Discussed doing the NALC stewardship plan. 
Reviewing procedures for counting the offering. Next meeting: June 4 at 
5:30pm. 
 

Worship & Music: Discussed refurbishing the brass but determined that 
the cost was too high to make it a priority. Training for projector operators 
has not been fully completed nor has the template for the projection of the 
worship service. Next meeting: June 2 at 10:15am. 
 

Youth Education: Members met with Martha Johnson to discuss VBS. 
Postcards will be going out to invite the children to VBS. A volunteer 
meeting will be held on June 2 at 6:30pm. Grant was received in the 
amount of $1,000 (evenly divided between VBS and Wednesday School). 
Next meeting: June 2 at 5:30pm. 
 

Youth Ministry: Fundraising for the mission trip with Glen Flora Lutheran 
is ongoing. A canoe trip is being planned for June 23. Will need volunteers 
to serve at the Mardi Gras Food Booth. Youth breakfast will be held on 
June 9 following worship. Camping trip planned for June 26-27. Next 
meeting: June 6 at 5:00pm. 
 

Next Council Meeting: June 18 at 7:00pm. 



 Items for the weekly bulletin are due in the church office 
no later than noon on Wednesday.  We will be doing a combined 
July/August newsletter. Items for this combined issue are due no 
later than Tuesday, June 18. 
 
The preferred method of submission is via email 
(hlcladysmith@gmail.com) or electronic file.  Items may also be left 
in the office mailbox or dropped off at the office during office hours.   

 
Change of Address and/or Phone Number? 

 
If you have had a change in address or phone number, please notify 
the church office of these changes.  Also, in an effort to improve 
communication we are seeking email addresses for members of the 
congregation. If you would like to have your email address added 
to the list, please send it to the church office at 
hlcladysmith@gmail.com. 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

 Interim Pastors     Rev. Bill Odermann 
          Rev. Diane Odermann 
 Associate Pastor     Rev. Bert Schultz 
 Church Secretary     Bonnie Billings 
 Maintenance      Gary Bendixen 
 Custodian       Rosemary Warwick 

Choir Director      Heidi Jo Sovacool 
 Organists       Lisa Borman  

                          Karen Tappon 
         Aileen Tauchen 

 

Hope Lutheran Church 
320 First St. S./P.O. Box 184 

Ladysmith, WI 54848 
Church Phone: 715-532-7739 

E-Mail Address:  hlcladysmith@gmail.com 
Website: hlcladysmith.org 

 

Deadlines… 
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2   Ushers  Don & Judy Soyring 
     Lector  George Lawrence 
        Acolytes  Camryn Closs, Breann Hillman 
   Comm. Assts . Chris Holtebeck, Jerry & Pat McEathron 
 

9   Ushers  Jeff Carey, Aileen Tauchen 
     Lector  Marily Kulibert 
        Acolytes  Breann Hillman, Nicholas Sovacool 
      Megan vanDoorn 
   Comm. Assts . Don Bartig, George Lawrence, Irene Titera 
 

16   Ushers  Dave Borman, George Lawrence 
     Lector  Heidi Jo Sovacool 
        Acolytes  Elle Nisbit, Sydney Schott 
   Comm. Assts.  Linda Campbell, Gordie & Bev Dukerschein 
 

23   Ushers  Sovacool family 
     Lector  Charlie Holtebeck 
        Acolytes  Cadence Calkins, Jonah vanDoorn 
   Comm. Assts . Bev Dukerschein, Charlie & Chris Holtebeck 

 

30   Ushers  George Lawrence, Aileen Tauchen 
     Lector  Marilyn Kulibert 
        Acolytes  Payton Wold, Megan vanDoorn 
   Comm. Assts . Don Bartig, Linda Campbell, George Lawrence 
 

June Communion Prep: Nancy Bartig (2nd), Jackie Culver 

 
 

GIVING UPDATE 
January – April 2019 

 

       Actual     Budget 
  

Income   80,337          84,759 
 Expense        92,316          93,550 
         (11,978)          ( 8,791) 
 

Thank you to everyone who gives so generously to the ministries of 
Hope Lutheran Church. 
 

June Worship Assistants 



 

 
1 Samantha Debroux    15 Bonnie Billings  
3 Karalee Krisik       Zach Lee       
4 Greg Stohr        Erle Lindelof 
5 Susan vanDoorn      Bonnie Pratt 
6 Carla Closs      16 Kyle Craker  
 Emily Peterson      Stevie Lacey 
 Gerard Schueller      Cheryl Petrus 
 Irene Titera      17 Marilyn Kulibert  
7 Sandra Brooks      Cortlen Stanton 
 Olivia Mincoff      18 Deb Loe   
 Dakota Thompson      Azrael Narvaez 
9 Jace Peterson       Caleb Towberman 
 Esther Rands      20 Jan Hyde  
 Kevin Segebrecht      Tucker Konichek  
 Doug Towberman      Jordan Shineflew 
10 DJ Buchholz      21 Jean Raymond  
 Jeff Carey       22 Max Kauphusman 
 Kayla Coggins       Lacey McGinn  
 Matt Loser       23 Lisa Congemi  
 Jared Rausch       Clark James  
12 Marie Bentley       Jubilee Lauterborn 
 Gayleen Duzy       Burt Zielke  
 Lois MacArthur     25 Kelli Vetterkind   
14 Jim Kenyon      26 Elsie Nelson   
 Brady Polak       Al Plath    
 Lance Schwaller      Vicki Richardson 
 Wayne Tappon     29 Chase Hillman  
          30 Jared Diekman  

   

      



 
 

1 Scott & Mary Kauphusman  20 Tony & Nicole Swanson 
2 Lynnette & Tom Jenness    Terry & Cathy Tappon 
 Nick & Heidi Jo Sovacool   21 Al & Rose Warwick 
4 Mark & Brittany Sokolowski  22 Lyndee & Adam Salo  
5 Dan & Cheryl Petrus    23 Sean & Melissa Lacey  
 Cindy & John Pohlman    24 Scott & Dee Peterson  
8 Kirk & Erin Konichek    25 Megan & Dustin Kimber  
11 Dave & Lisa Borman     Doug & Jenn Titera 
12 Jeff & Rosemary Johnson  27 George & Marcia Calkins 
15 Tobey & Greg Krisik    28 Bob & Peggy McMahon  
 Lance & Kari Mulholland    Leu & Karen Skeels  
16 Dan & Sarah Solberg    30 Bruce & Kathy Stewart 
17 Lisa & Chad Barfknecht     
18 Jim & Diane Doke       
 Jim & Deb Loe   
 Jerry & Pat McEathron  
 Randy & Jana Nyhagen  
 

 



 


