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Ordinary Time 
By Bonnie Billings 

 

As we enter the month of June, we’ve passed Pentecost Sunday 
(May 31), which commemorates the sending of the Holy Spirit, and 
we begin the season of Pentecost, the longest season of the church 
year. Paraments are switched to green, signifying life and growth. 
Scripture readings during this season focus on Christ’s teachings, 
rather than commemorating his major life events.  
 

This season after Pentecost Sunday is sometimes referred to as 
“ordinary time”. Ordinary time. Does anything about the times we’re 
living in seem ordinary? We’ve now had months of uncertainty and 
altered routines. Even ordinary things like grocery shopping and 
greeting our neighbors don’t feel particularly ordinary right now. And 
yet at the same time, we’ve missed out on so many of those 
blatantly special moments these past months—graduations, 
weddings, birthday celebrations—that life can feel very ordinary 
and mundane.  
 

So often we talk about God being with us during big moments and 
transitions but He is with us in our ordinary time, as well.  Over and 
over the Bible reminds us that God will never leave us: “Never will I 
leave you” (Heb. 3:5); “he will never leave you nor forsake you” 
(Deut. 31:6); “for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you 
go” (Josh. 1:9); “And surely I am with you always” (Matt. 28:20).  
 

“And surely I am with you always.” While it is comforting to know 
that God is with us in times of trouble and transition, isn’t it just as 
comforting to know that He is with us always, even in the ordinary 
and mundane parts of our lives? During this time that feels both 
ordinary and very much not ordinary I am trying to be intentional in 
looking for God in my ordinary time. Won’t you join me by looking 
for God in YOUR ordinary time, as well? 



Parsonage Project 
 

Volunteers are needed on Saturday, June 6 beginning at 8:00am to 
help with sprucing up the yard at the parsonage. We will be 
removing some small trees and shrubs, trimming bushes, cleaning 
up the flower beds, and giving the yard some love. We will be done 
by noon. We hope to have 6-8 people with strong backs and a 
couple of flower bed experts. We will need shovels, rakes, and a 
small trimmer. If you can help, please contact Gordie Dukerschein 
(715-322-4481) so that we can get a head count.  
 
One last task in the interior of the parsonage is to clean up a number 
of the windows. This is a meticulous project and involves cleaning 
and sanding portions of the windows, staining and varnishing. 
Gordie Dukerschein will be getting the project started and 
overseeing it. Time involved may be 4-6 days. Experience in this 
type of work is helpful. For more information or if you know of 
someone who might help, please contact Gordie Dukerschein (715-
322-4481).  
 
The parsonage project is nearing completion and we will have an 
open house as soon as conditions permit. There are some before 
and after photos posted on the church website (click on the “News” 
tab at the top of the home page).  

 
Call Process 

 

The Call Committee met on Tuesday, May 12 to do a phone 
interview with a pastoral candidate. After the interview and 
discussion among the committee they voted unanimously to move 
onto the next step in the process. They are now in the process of 
discussing with the candidate and denominational leadership to see 
how a second interview can be arranged under the current 
circumstances. Please continue to pray for the Lord’s guidance for 
the Call Committee, our congregations, and the pastor.  

 
Vacation Bible School 

 

The difficult decision has been made to cancel Vacation Bible 
School this summer. We hope to be back with more faith, fun, and 
learning in summer 2021. 



A Note from the Congregational Care Committee 
 
The Congregational Care & Outreach Committee has been 
reaching out to members of the congregation this past month to let 
you know that we are here for you. If you were missed during the 
calling, please contact one of the members of the committee to let 
us know how you’re doing and if there is anything we can do for 
you. Congregational Care & Outreach Committee members are 
George Lawrence, Nancy Bartig, Bev Dukerschein, Cheryl Kelly, 
Twyla Lunda and Aileen Tauchen.  
 
In Christian love we, as a congregation, care for you and about you. 
Please know that you are in our prayers as we journey together, 
trusting in our Lord every step of the way. 

 
“Anita Is Well” Fund 

By George Lawrence 
 
As the new year began, who would have thought that the first half 
of the year would have been spent like this. There are few people 
on this earth who have not been affected even though they haven’t 
been infected. Montana on a Mission recently moved $2,000 out of 
the “Anita Is Well” fund to help feed more than 200 families in the 
villages they have drilled water wells. There is not one case of the 
virus in their area but their food sources are now unreliable and they 
cannot sell their vegetables and animals at market. What is God’s 
plan in all of this? As Christians we know that He knows and 
continues to be in control.  

 
Food Pantry 

 
The Food Pantry remains open but we are currently doing “drive-
thru” food pantry to limit contact and protect the health of both 
clients and our volunteers. The food pantry hours remain the same: 
Monday 1:00-3:00pm, Wednesday 9:30-11:30am, and Friday 9:30-
11:30am. Rusk County Transit is assisting those who cannot make 
it to the pantry by delivering food.  
 
We are so thankful for our dedicated crew of volunteers and to all 
who support the pantry with their donations of money and food.  



Virtual Sunday School 
 

Heidi Jo Sovacool continues to lead Sunday School for children PK-
6th grades each Sunday at 10:30am on the church’s Facebook page 
and via Zoom. Each week an email is sent out with information on 
how to access the Zoom meeting. If you would like your child to 
participate and are not currently receiving the emails, please 
contact the church office (hlcladysmith@gmail.com or 715-532-
7739).  
 
Heidi Jo has also prepared materials for the day’s lessons that are 
geared for adults if any would like to participate. Please contact 
Heidi Jo if you are interested. 
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Summary of May 19, 2020 Council Meeting 
 
Resumption of Worship Services: Council had a lengthy 
discussion regarding resuming r in-person worship services in light 
of the Wisconsin Supreme Court decision to rescind the “Safer at 
Home” order. Council members expressed their concerns and 
suggestions. Rosemary Johnson and Jeff Hogden provided 
examples of what other churches are doing. Council voted to 
authorize a subcommittee of Worship & Music to draft a proposal 
for resuming in-person worship services. There will be a special 
Council meeting in June to review and possibly approve the 
guidelines to reopen.  
 
Parsonage Remodeling: Gordie Dukerschein gave an update on 
progress of project. Garage windows need to be replaced. The 
family room fireplace and carpet need to be cleaned. The remodel 
will finish close to budgeted amount. Air conditioning is estimated 
to be an additional $13,000. The committee will start working on 
written expectations and care when residing in the parsonage.  
 
Worship & Music Committee: The committee is working on 
updating the Worship Assistant Handbook and banner book. They 
are looking at the possibility of getting battery operated candles for 
Christmas Eve. Next meeting: June 8 at 6:00pm.  
 
Stewardship & Finance: Offering has been good despite not 
having in-person worship services. The money saved from not 
having a full-time pastor has helped with parsonage remodeling 
costs. Next meeting: June 10 at 5:30pm. 
 
Social Ministries: Next meeting: June 8 at 3:30pm. 
 
Youth Education: Committee has decided to cancel Vacation 
Bible School this year. Heidi Jo has been conducting Sunday 
School classes and they are going well. 
 
Property: Next meeting: June 9 at 6:00pm. 
 
Congregational Care: Fifteen individuals contacted members list 
in the directory. Good connections were made and calls were well-
received. Next meeting: June 8 at 4:15pm. 
 



From the Pages of the “Hope Chest” Cookbook 

 
Ranger Cookies 

from Mrs. Ray Metzger 
 

1 c shortening     1 t baking soda in 2 T hot water 
1 c white sugar    ½ t salt 
1 c brown sugar    1 t vanilla 
2 eggs, beaten    2 c oatmeal 
2 c flour      2 c Wheaties or Rice Krispies 
1 c coconut 
 
Cream shortening, add sugar and eggs. Add dry ingredients, baking 
soda, vanilla, oatmeal, Wheaties or Rice Krispies, and coconut. 
Bake in 400 degree oven for 15 minutes. 
 
From the original 1950 cookbook. 
 
 

Rhubarb Crunch 
from Marguerite Good 

 
1 c flour      1 c water 
¾ c quick oats     1 to 1-½ c sugar   
1 c brown sugar    2 T cornstarch 
½ c melted butter    1 t vanilla 
4 cups rhubarb 

 

Mix flour, oatmeal, brown sugar, and butter. Press ¾ of this mixture 
into bottom of a 13” x 9” cake pan. Cover with rhubarb. Mix water, 
sugar, cornstarch and vanilla in a saucepan and cook until thick. 
Pour over rhubarb. Sprinkle the rest of the oatmeal mixture over the 
top. Bake in preheated 350 degree oven for 45-60 minutes, until 
rhubarb is done. Good topped with ice cream or whipped cream.  
 
From the 1985 revised cookbook. 
 
 
The original Hope Chest Cookbook was published in 1950 by the 
Abigail Club of Hope Lutheran. The cookbook was revised in 1985 
and again for Hope Lutheran’s centennial celebration in 2003. 
 



 
 

1 Scott & Mary Kauphusman  20 Tony & Nicole Swanson 
2 Lynnette & Tom Jenness    Terry & Cathy Tappon 
 Nick & Heidi Jo Sovacool   21 Al & Rose Warwick 
5 Dan & Cheryl Petrus    22 Lyndee & Adam Salo  
 Cindy & John Pohlman   23 Sean & Melissa Lacey  
8 Kirk & Erin Konichek    24 Scott & Dee Peterson  
11 Dave & Lisa Borman    25 Megan & Dustin Kimber  
12 Jeff & Rosemary Johnson   Doug & Jenn Titera 
15 Tobey & Greg Krisik    27 George & Marcia Calkins 
 Lance & Kari Mulholland   28 Bob & Peggy McMahon  
16 Dan & Sarah Solberg    30 Bruce & Kathy Stewart   
17 Lisa & Chad Barfknecht    
18 Jim & Diane Doke     
 Jerry & Pat McEathron      
 Randy & Jana Nyhagen  

 
Thank You! 

 

Thank you so much for my quilt. It means a lot to be remembered 
by my church family. I will always remember the memories I made 
at Hope Lutheran. 

Thanks again, 
Kimberly vanDoorn 

 

Hope Lutheran— 
 

Thank you sincerely for sharing our sorrow. Your kindness is deeply 
appreciated and will always be remembered. Thank you for your 
kind thoughts. 

Eric & Carol HIllan 
and the family of Betty Plantz 

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Hope Lutheran Church is commissioned to make disciples, 
commanded to love God and others, and committed to serve. 

 



 Items for the weekly bulletin are due in the church office 
no later than noon on Wednesday.  We will be doing a combined 
July/August newsletter. Items for the July issue are due no later 
than Tuesday, June 16. 
 
The preferred method of submission is via email 
(hlcladysmith@gmail.com) or electronic file.  Items may also be left 
in the office mailbox or dropped off at the office during office hours.   

 
Change of Address and/or Phone Number? 

 
If you have had a change in address or phone number, please notify 
the church office of these changes.  Also, in an effort to improve 
communication we are seeking email addresses for members of the 
congregation. If you would like to have your email address added 
to the list, please send it to the church office at 
hlcladysmith@gmail.com. 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

 Pulpit Supply/Lay Minister  Jeff Hogden            

 Church Secretary     Bonnie Billings 
 

 Maintenance      Gary Bendixen 
 

 Custodian       Rosemary Warwick 
 

Choir Director      Heidi Jo Sovacool 
 

 Organists       Lisa Borman  
                          Karen Tappon 
         Aileen Tauchen 

 

Hope Lutheran Church 
320 First St. S./P.O. Box 184 

Ladysmith, WI 54848 
Church Phone: 715-532-7739 

E-Mail Address:  hlcladysmith@gmail.com 
Website: hlcladysmith.org 
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1 Samantha Debroux    15 Bonnie Billings  
3 Karalee Krisik       Zach Lee       
4 Greg Stohr        Erle Lindelof 
5 Susan vanDoorn     16 Kyle Craker  
6 Carla Closs       Stevie Lacey 
 Emily Peterson      Cheryl Petrus 
 Gerard Schueller     17 Marilyn Kulibert  
 Irene Titera       Cortlen Stanton 
7 Sandra Brooks     18 Azrael Narvaez  
 Karen Langland      Caleb Towberman   
 Olivia Mincoff      20 Jan Hyde 
 Chad Nisbit       Tucker Konichek 
 Dakota Thompson      Jordan Shineflew    
 Emmersyn Usher     21 Jean Raymond   
9 Jace Peterson      22 Max Kauphusman  
 Kevin Segebrecht      Lacey McGinn 
 Doug Towberman     23 Lisa Congemi   
10 DJ Buchholz       Clark James  
 Jeff Carey        Jubilee Lauterborn 
 Kayla Coggins       Burt Zielke   
 Matt Loser       25 Kelli Vetterkind 
 Jared Rausch      26 Elsie Nelson  
12 Marie Bentley       Al Plath  
 Gayleen Duzy       Vicki Richardson  
 Lois MacArthur     29 Chase Hillman     
14 Jim Kenyon      30 Jared Diekman  
 Brady Polak        
 Lance Schwaller       
 Wayne Tappon  

 

     



 


