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A Season of Change 
By Pastor Diane Odermann 

 

Psalm 150:6 says, “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.” 
All living things show gratitude to their maker by celebrating how we 
change and grow. 
 

As I have watched the trees this autumn, watching them turn from 
the lush green colors of summer to the beautiful variations of yellow 
to orange to red of autumn, I am reminded of how beautiful are life’s 
transition.  Everything living is in constant change: children, adults, 
nature, and organizations. All you have to do is look at a Wisconsin 
forest and see how beautiful transition can be, or watch a young 
couple wed, or a child accomplish something new.  
 

Depending on who you are, it can be easier to focus on the pain 
rather than the joy of transition.  Transition brings joy but it is also 
painful. We all face our growing pains and challenges as we go 
through life.  Young adults as they move from high school into 
college or the work world.  Adults face challenge as they transition 
from single life to married life to parenthood to retirement.   
 

Churches that have been in existence for 100 years or more face 
challenge as they move through different generations. Our 21st 
century culture is very different from the 20th century culture.   
 

We can focus on the pain of these times or we can turn to see what 
beauty God will create in a time such as this.  As Hope and Glen 
Flora Lutheran have worked through your current transition, 
everyone has faced it differently. Some have embraced it, grown 
from it, and welcomed with anticipation of this new season. Some 
have chosen to disappear and not deal with it at all, and others have 
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stayed present despite feeling resistant to the coming changes.  No 
matter which way you have gone through this change, know that 
God is in the midst of all change. As long as you remain with the 
process, God is faithful.  
 
As the call committee looks at their current four candidates, keep 
them in your prayers. We pray that God sends the right pastor for 
your congregations in their current situation.  We can wish for a 
different time but it doesn’t change the fact that God wants to do a 
new thing with Hope and Glen Flora for today.  God is working 
through who you are now.  God is the God of the present.  
 
This poem by Helen Mallicoat says it the best. 
 

I AM 
 

I was regretting the past 
And fearing the future. 

Suddenly my Lord was speaking: 
 

“My name is I Am.” He paused. 
I waited. He continued, 

When you live in the past 
With its mistakes and regrets, 

It is hard. I am not there. 
My name is not I WAS”. 

 
When you live in the future 
With its problems and fears, 

It is hard. I am not there. 
My name is not I WILL BE. 

 
When you live in this moment, 

It is not hard. I am here. 
My name is I AM. 

  
May this November be filled with many blessings and remember to 
praise and thank the Lord. God is for you and has great plans for 
you.   

 



 
 

All Saints’ Sunday, November 3, is a day set aside to remember 
Christian brothers and sisters who have been laid to rest.  On that 
day we will be especially remembering those from our church family 
who have died since last All Saints Sunday by lighting a candle in 
memory of each of these saints. 
 

Janet Baker 
July 19, 1933 – September 5, 2019 

 

Doris Erickson 
April 14, 1919 – July 6, 2019 

 

Lillian Klake 
April 6, 1928 – June 26, 2019 

 

Elizabeth Olson 
September 18, 1944 – December 28, 2018 

 

Clara Mae Scrivner 
March 21, 1930 – October 5, 2019 

 

Jean Scrivner 
September 9, 1926 – August 22, 2019 

 

Leu Skeels 
November 17, 1936 – August 30, 2019 

 

Ronald Wiesner 
September 7, 1942 – December 6, 2018 

 

Members of the congregation will also have an opportunity to light 
a candle in memory of loved ones. 
 

* * * * * 
 

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
~Romans 8:38-39 

All Saints’ Sunday 
November 3 



                                              
 
Monthly Meeting: The HLCW will hold their monthly meeting on 
Thursday, November 21 at 9:30am. Please note this is one week 
earlier than usual. All women of Hope are welcome! 
 
Quilting: The quilting group will meet on Tuesday, November 19 
beginning at 9:00am. There are jobs for all skill levels. If you can 
stay the whole day, please bring a sack lunch. Quilt squares are 
also available to be sewn at home. Questions? Contact Karen 
Skeels (715-452-5444). 
 
Socks & Underwear Collection: The HLCW will again be 
collecting socks and underwear to be distributed to area schools 
and shelters. Donations of new socks and underwear for both 
children and adults can be brought to the church during the month 
of November and placed on the tree in the narthex. 
 
Cookie Walk: The annual Cookie Walk will be held on Saturday, 
December 7. We are asking for donations of five dozen of your 
favorite Christmas cookies. We are also looking for people able and 
willing to make Scandinavian treats for the Cookie Walk. Cookies 
will need to be brought to the church by noon on Friday, December 
6. If you’d like to help but are unable to bake, cash donations to 
offset expenses are appreciated. Donations should be made 
payable to the HLCW (with “Cookie Walk” in the memo line). If you 
have questions, please contact Lisa Borman (715-415-1806). 

 
 

Special Congregational Meeting 
 
The Council of Hope Lutheran Church has called a special meeting 
of the congregation on Sunday, November 3 immediately following 
the 9:00am worship service (approximately 10:15am). The purpose 
of this meeting is for Council to present discernment as to whether 
to update the current parsonage or consider selling the parsonage 
and purchasing new property/parsonage. All confirmed members 
are encouraged to attend. 
 

Hope Lutheran  
Church Women 



 
 
Packers Game Watch Party: Middle School and High School 
youth are invited to a Packers Game Watch Party on Sunday, 
November 3 at 3:25pm at the church when the Packers play the 
Chargers.  Youth Ministry will provide snacks.    
 
Mission Trip Planning: Youth interested in participating in the 
2020 Youth Mission Trip are encouraged to attend a planning 
meeting on Sunday, November 10 following the 9:00am worship 
service (approximately 10:15am). Parents are encouraged to 
attend. The meeting is being held primarily to determine a 
destination, determine a path forward, and provide an opportunity 
for discussion.   

 
High School Youth Breakfast: High School youth will be meeting 
for breakfast and devotions on Sunday, November 17 at 10:30am 
at the Ladysmith Family Restaurant. Youth are encouraged to 
attend the 9:00am worship service. Those needing a ride should 
meet in the multi-purpose room following the worship service. The 
cost of the meal is covered by Youth Ministry. 

 
Youth Education 

 
Sunday School will NOT meet on Sundays, November 24 and 
December 1. Sunday School will resume on December 8. 
Wednesday School will NOT meet on Wednesday, November 21. 
Wednesday School will resume on December 4. 

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Hope Lutheran Church is commissioned to make disciples, 
commanded to love God and others, and committed to serve. 

 



Adult Education & Fellowship Opportunities 
 

Women’s Bible Study: This study of Beatitudes will meet on 
Friday, November 1 at 3:30pm at the church. Please contact 
Rosemary Johnson or Linda Campbell if you would like more 
information. 
 
Book Discussion: This group will not meet in November. The next 
meeting will be Sunday, December 15 to discuss The Christmas 
Candle by Max Lacado. To learn more about this group, please visit 
the group’s website at https://hopebookgroup.weebly.com. 
 
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study: Men of Hope meet each 
Thursday at 7:00am the Ladysmith Family Restaurant for breakfast, 
fellowship and a study of the week’s lectionary readings. All men of 
Hope are welcome! 

 
Call Committee Update 
 
Members of the call committee have been working on honing their 
interviewing skills. They met on October 20 to do a mock interview 
with a guest pastor. They have put together a list of questions to 
use in the interviewing process. The questions will serve as a 
starting point and will be modified as needed for individual 
candidates. As of October 14, the committee had received profiles 
from four pastors who are interested in the senior Pastor position. 
The committee is reviewing these profiles and will decide the next 
steps.  
 
Please continue to pray for discernment and guidance during the 
call process. The committee members take this responsibility 
seriously and wants to call a Pastor who loves serving the Lord 
through His church. 

 
Prayer Concerns 

 
If you have asked to have someone listed in the prayer concerns in 
the Sunday bulletins, please contact the church office (715-532-
7739 or hlcladysmith@gmail.com) with periodic updates so that we 
can keep the list current. 

https://hopebookgroup.weebly.com/
mailto:hlcladysmith@gmail.com


Congregation Care & Outreach Committee 
 
Communion Visitation: Members of Hope currently bring 
communion to 16 members who are homebound or nursing home 
residents. On the first Sunday of the month communion is brought 
to the Ladysmith Care Community for those who gather in the 
chapel there to listen to the radio broadcast of our worship service.  
 
Grief Support: Members of Hope who have lost a loved one this 
past year have been receiving a four-part booklet series on dealing 
with grief. 
 
Stephen Ministries Workshop: The committee joined members of 
Glen Flora Lutheran’s Care Committee for a Stephen Ministries 
worship in Eau Claire. Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one lay caring 
ministry that takes place in congregations. This program introduced 
ways to care for our church members and the community at large. 
 
Rezilient Kidz: This educational workshop and teaching seminar 
for parents of young children is off to a good start. These weekly 
sessions are currently being held at the Ladysmith Elementary 
School, the Flambeau School, and First Church of Christ. There are 
15-20 parents enrolled at each sight. Please pray for the success 
of this new ministry. 
 
The Congregation Care & Outreach Committee invites you to visit 
their bulletin board in the hallway off the multi-purpose room. 

 
New Members 
 
New members were welcomed into our Hope Lutheran family on 
Sunday, October 13. New members are Bob & Karen Langland, 
and Chad & Jill Nisbit and their daughter Elle.  

 
 

Heading South for the Winter? 
 

We want to stay in touch! Please let the church office know your 
winter address and the dates you'll be gone so that you can 
continue to receive the church newsletter and other mailings. 
 



 
 

The Hope Lutheran Food Pantry serves those in need throughout 
Rusk County. The Pantry is open Mondays 1:00-3:00pm, 
Wednesday 9:30-11:30am, and Fridays 9:30-11:30am.  
 
Volunteers are needed to work on pantry days. If you are interested 
in volunteering or have questions, please contact Josi Hamilton 
(715-532-6052). Volunteers are also needed the first and third 
Mondays of each month (November 4 & 18) to help unload the Feed 
My People delivery and to stock shelves. If you can help out, please 
be to the church by 9:15am.  
 
Donations of non-perishable food items can be brought to the 
church during office hours or on Sunday mornings. Monetary 
donations can be sent to the church office or placed in the offering 
plate (clearly marked "Food Pantry"). 

 
Meals on Wheels 
 

Hope Lutheran is responsible for delivering Meals on Wheels the 
weeks of November 25-29 and December 2-6. Two volunteers are 
needed each day. Volunteers report to the Senior Center at the 
fairgrounds at 10:45am and each route takes approximately one 
hour. If you can help out on any of these days, please contact Cora 
Schultz (715-415-0275). 

 
Winter Clothing Drive 

 

The Rusk County Youth Council is holding a county-wide winter 
clothing drive. Their goal is to make sure every youth in Rusk 
County has warm winter clothes to protect them against 
Wisconsin’s cold weather. They are looking to provide winter coats, 
snow pants, boots, hats, and glove/mittens to those youth who need 
them. You can help by donating new (or like new) items or by 
making a monetary donation. Drop-off locations are Rusk Co. 
Library, Visitor’s Center, UW-Extension Office (courthouse), ICAA, 
Blue Hills Café (Bruce), Food Mill (Conrath), and the Hawkins 
Library.  

FOOD 
PANTRY 
 
 
 



Scrip for Christmas 
 

Please consider using scrip cards for your Christmas gift 
purchases.  Using scrip cards for purchasing your Christmas gifts 
helps Hope Lutheran Church because Hope gets a percentage of 
the value of any scrip cards you purchase here even though you 
get the full value of the scrip cards.  Scrip cards also make great 
gifts themselves!  
 
To purchase or order scrip cards, please stop by the table in the 
multi-purpose room following worship each Sunday. A list of cards 
that can be ordered is available at the table. We do require payment 
for the cards prior to ordering. Cards are available within a couple 
of weeks. Scrip cards from Walmart, Ladysmith Fresh Market, 
Holiday, Kwik Trip, DQ, Subway and McDonalds are available for 
immediate purchase each Sunday.  
 
Proceeds from the Scrip program go towards building and 
maintenance needs. Thanks for your support of Hope Lutheran 
Church! 

 
Norwegian Meatball Dinner 
 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church of Cornell will be holding their annual 
Meatball Dinner on Sunday, November 10 from 10:30am-1:00pm. 
The meal includes meatballs, lefse, vegetables, rolls, pie and 
beverages. The cost is $10 for adults, $5.00 for students 
Kindergarten thru 12 years old, with preschoolers eating for free. 
There will also be a bake sale with Norwegian pastries, crafts and 
a quilt raffle. 

 
 

Radio Broadcasts 
 

Each Sunday morning our worship service is broadcast on WLDY 
1340AM. This important ministry allows us to bring worship to our 
homebound members and to the community. Each radio broadcast 
costs $79.00. If you would like to sponsor a radio broadcast, a sign-
up sheet is available on the bulletin board in the narthex. Donations 
can also be made to the general radio fund. 

 



Community            

Thanksgiving Dinner 

November 28 

 
 

Hope Lutheran Church will once again be hosting the 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner on Thanksgiving Day, 

Thursday, November 28 with serving beginning at 

12:00noon.   

 

MENU 
 

Turkey, Dressing, Potatoes & Gravy,  

Vegetables, Cranberry Sauce, Dinner Rolls,  

Jell-o, Pies, and Beverages 

 

This meal is free to anyone who wishes to come, but 

reservations are requested.  Deliveries to the homebound 

within five miles of the church will be available.  To make 

a reservation or to request a delivery, please contact the 

church office at 715-532-7739 by noon on Monday, 

November 25. 

 

It takes many hands to make this meal happen.  Volunteers 

are needed to provide food and money, help with set-up 

and clean-up, serve, cook, and deliver meals.  Sign-up 

sheets are posted on the bulletin board in the narthex.   

 

Questions?   

Contact Josi Hamilton (715-532-6052). 



Thank You! 
 

Dear People of Hope, 
 
Thank you for nine great years of ministry shared, life, worship, and 
friendship shared, too. Thanks for the nice card and the beautiful 
picture and reminder, to hang in my office, that it is the Lord who 
refreshes our souls. We treasure our memories, the friendships we 
made at Hope, and our time you and our Lord Jesus in Rusk 
County. 
          Yours in Christ, 
          Pastor Bert, Shelly & Hans 

 

 
SUMMARY OF COUNCIL MEETING  



OCTOBER 15, 2019 
 

Parsonage: Motion was made to call a special congregational 
meeting to present discernment about parsonage. Meeting will be 
held November 3 following the worship service (approx.. 10:15am). 
 

Interim Pastor Contract: Contract for interim pastors ends at the 
end of October. Council voted to renew contract on a month-to-
month basis.  
 

Adult Education & Fellowship: There are two groups for Table of 
Seven. Next Meeting:  November 1 at 2:00pm. 
 

Congregational Care & Outreach:  Rezilient Kidz program is up 
and running. Committee is discussing presence in the community. 
Next Meeting:  November 11 at 4:15pm. 
 

Property: East door is in and will be installed soon. Checking into 
divider panels for the large Sunday School room. Next meeting:  
November 12 at 5:30pm. 
 

Social Ministries:  Backpack program serving 122 kids per week. 
Benevolence funds designated to Women with Courage, 
Powerhouse Youth Center, NALC Great Commission Fund, and 
Lutheran Hour Ministries. Next meeting: November 11 at 3:30pm. 
 

Stewardship & Finance:  Stewardship Temple Talks and Bible 
studies continue.  Insurance was renewed with Brotherhood 
Mutual. Next meeting: November 4 at 5:30pm. 
 

Worship & Music:  All Saints Sunday is November 3. Good 
response from worship assistant volunteers for the coming months. 
Next meeting:  November 11 at 5:15pm. 
 

Youth Education:  Committee did not meet in October.  Next 
meeting: November 4 at 4:30pm. 
 

Youth Ministry:  Packers party November 3. Mission Trip planning 
meeting on November 10.  Next meeting:  November 12 at 
6:30pm. 
 

Next Meeting:  November 19 at 7:00pm. 



 Items for the weekly bulletin are due in the church office 
no later than noon on Wednesday.  Items for the December 
newsletter are due in the church office by Friday, November 15. 
 
The preferred method of submission is via email 
(hlcladysmith@gmail.com) or electronic file.  Items may also be left 
in the office mailbox or dropped off at the office during office hours.   

 
Change of Address and/or Phone Number? 

 
If you have had a change in address or phone number, especially 
if you no longer have a landline, please notify the church office of 
these changes.  Also, in an effort to improve communication, we 
are seeking email addresses for members of the congregation. If 
you would like to have your email address added to the list, please 
send it to the church office at hlcladysmith@gmail.com. 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Interim Pastors     Rev. Bill Odermann 
          Rev. Diane Odermann 
 Church Secretary     Bonnie Billings 
 Maintenance      Gary Bendixen 
 Custodian       Rosemary Warwick 

Choir Director      Heidi Jo Sovacool 
 Organists       Lisa Borman  

                          Karen Tappon 
         Aileen Tauchen 

 
Hope Lutheran Church 

320 First St. S./P.O. Box 184 
Ladysmith, WI 54848 

Church Phone: 715-532-7739 
E-Mail Address:  hlcladysmith@gmail.com 

Website: hlcladysmith.org 
 

Deadlines… 
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3   Ushers  George Lawrence, Judy Soyring 
     Lector  George Lawrence 
        Acolytes  Owen Burmeister, Manny Moore 
      Jordan Shineflew 
   Comm. Assts . Jer & Pat McEathron 
 

10   Ushers  Dave Borman, Aileen Tauchen 
     Lector  Nick Sovacool 
        Acolytes  Kaden Becker, Camryn Closs 
   Comm. Assts.  George Lawrence, Kathy Peterson 
 

17   Ushers  Gordie & Bev Dukerschein 
     Lector  Charlie Holtebeck 
        Acolytes  Jordan Shineflew, Jackson Summerfield 
   Comm. Assts . Charlie & Chris Holtebeck 
 

24   Ushers  Kathy Peterson, Judy Soyring 
     Lector  Irene Titera 
        Acolytes  Manny Moore, Jordan Shineflew 
   Comm. Assts.  Vicki Monnier, Linda Reissner 

 
 

GIVING UPDATE 
January thru September 2019 

 

Thank you to everyone who gives to make the ministries of Hope 
Lutheran Church possible. Please prayerfully consider your gifts to 
the church and join us on November 17 as we make our 
commitments of time, talent, and treasure for the coming year. 

 
       Actual     Budget 
  

Income   185,921        187,162 
 Expense        194,752        205,017 
          (  8,830)        (17,885) 
 

 

November 
Worship Assistants 



 
 

1 Nicole Bostic      16 Mark Buchholz 
 Barb Canfield       Spencer Shultz 
 Emma Dieckman     17 Breann Hillman  
 Linda Reissner      Wes Hills 
2 Lauren Cumming      Hilary Peterson  
 Kaitlyn Dahlstrom     19 Cheryl Kelley  
 Michael Duzy       Kirk Konichek 
3 Randy Nyhagen      David Weber   
5 Eric Pederson      22 Devon Campbell  
 Don Soyring      23 Lynnette Jenness   
7 Twyla Lund      24 Pat Cumming   
 Kaiden MacArthur      Braxton Morgan  
 Sue Molstad      25 Terry Paul  
 Marge Spangberg      Colton Solie   
8 Shad Strom       Robyn Wiemer 
9 Mitchel Segebrecht    26 Karen Tappon   
10 Molly Borman      27 Gracie Nelson 
 Harlow Dean      28 Jerry Kulibert  
 Korie Kuchta      29 Andrew Grunseth  
 Gavyn Lawcewicz      Carly Molstad 
11 Evan Hillan       Alexis Polak  
12 Aaron Klawiter      30 Abigail Anderson   
 Nicki Kruse       Terry Anderson 
14 Elaine Wegener      Melissa Gorsegner   
15 Bobbi-Jo Crank      Scott Lee  
 Craig Warren       Ashley Schultz   
           Leighton Vollendorf 
            

       * * * * * 
 

2 Gordie & Bev Dukerschein  8 Cliff & Char Romfoe 
3 Jim & Gina Cooley    26 Andrea & Jim Hraban 
4 Kayla & Seth Coggins 
 Kathi & Kyle Kesan 
 Brad & Meghan Schultz 



 


