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A Flurry of Activity 
By Charlie Holtebeck, Council President 

 

The days are getting shorter.  The temperatures are getting cooler.  
Fall is here.  It’s time to complete our summer projects that have 
been put off! We’re all busy, but I marvel at what has transpired this 
year.   
 

As a congregation, we have had to cope with a pastoral vacancy.  
In the middle of that, our country has been dealing with the COVID-
19 pandemic.  We have had to deal with changing policies that 
restricted us from having in-person worship services.  Since the 
lifting of those restrictions, we have been able to worship together, 
but with social distancing requirements and masking for indoor 
services.   
 

I marvel at the ways that our members have been coping with all of 
the changes in our situation.  Last fall, our Property Committee saw 
the need for updating and renovating our personage.  Few of us 
had any idea how badly the parsonage needed updating.  My hat is 
off to the Property Committee for seeing the need for a renovation 
of the parsonage and having the courage to recommend the actions 
needed to make the parsonage an attractive home.  But that’s just 
when the work started.  Led by the Property Committee’s planning, 
members put in many hours to make the improvements to the home 
so that we have an attractive parsonage to offer to our next pastor.  
 

Our Worship and Music Committee has been working hard to find 
ways to allow us to continue to worshiping on the radio and on 
Facebook.  They also planned for resumption of in person services 
with precautions taken to cope with COVID-19.  My hat is off to the 
Worship  &  Music  Committee  and the  many members who have  
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(A Flurry of Activity, cont.) 
 

stepped up to make our worship services meaningful experiences 
for us. 
 

We all are looking forward to new pastoral leadership but we have 
found that it takes strategic thinking and the coordinated efforts of 
both Hope’s and Glen Flora’s congregations working together to 
create a situation where we can be hopeful that our pastoral 
vacancy may be filled soon.  Creative thinking and planning with 
hours of work resulted in a mailing to most of the NALC’s rostered 
pastors in an attempt to attract interest in our vacancy.  We are now 
hopeful that we may soon be able to extend a call for a new pastor. 
 

During this autumn season schools are starting for a new school 
year.  Hope Lutheran Church is beginning a new year of 
Confirmation classes, Sunday School classes and Wednesday 
School.  The planning for those classes requires recruitment of 
capable, motivated people who are able to impart Christian 
education and Christian values to our young people.  Adult 
education opportunities continue to exist with Bible studies at 
church and with the men’s breakfast.  
 

While COVID-19 has changed how people interact, it almost 
certainly makes contact with our homebound members even more 
important than usual.  Our Congregational Care & Outreach 
Committee has continued to reach out to and visit our homebound 
and members in hospitals.  Some connections have had to be made 
by mail or phone due to restrictions placed on in-person visitation 
due to COVID-19.  This committee has creatively worked to 
complete their responsibilities despite these additional challenges. 
 

Our Food Pantry has also had new challenges in providing dietary 
support for those in need.  Innovations have allowed the Food 
Pantry to deliver needed food at our north entry to limit contact and 
reduce the risk of infection to both volunteers and clients. 
 

These activities show that we are working through these difficult 
times.  If I was to tip my hat to all the deserving people who step 
forward to fulfill our mission as a church, my hat would be off most 
of the time!  We are blessed to have a membership that rolls up 
their sleeves to do the work of the church.  We are not a passive 
group.  We have been able to produce a flurry of productive activity.  
Thanks to all of you for all you do! 



Call Process Vote 
By Gerald McEathron, Call Committee Chair 

 
The weekend of September 19 & 20, Hope & Glen Flora were 
blessed with a visit from Pastor Christopher Martin and family from 
Vilmar, Iowa. Pastor Martin is a candidate for our pastor position. 
After a lengthy interview with Pastor Martin on Saturday, the Call 
Committee voted unanimously to recommend him to the 
congregation. The Church Council voted by email to also 
recommend Pastor Martin. 
 
A special congregational meeting was held on Sunday, September 
27 following the 9:00am worship service. Glen Flora Lutheran 
Church also held a special congregational meeting that day. I am 
happy to announce that both congregations voted to extend a call 
to Pastor Martin. A formal Letter of Call has been sent to Pastor 
Martin for his acceptance. He has two weeks to respond. Please 
continue to pray for this process and for Pastor Martin as he 
discerns God’s calling for him and his family. 
 
Pastor Martin had a lot of good things to say about his visit with both 
congregations. Thank you to everyone for representing the Lord 
through His churches in a positive way. 

 

                                                         
 

Four of our youth have completed Confirmation instruction and will 
affirm the faith of their baptisms at the worship service on Sunday, 
October 25. Our 2020 confirmands are Kaden Becker, Camryn 
Closs, Breann Hillman, and Jonah vanDoorn. Please keep these 
youth in your prayers as they prepare to take this step in their faith 
journey.  

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Hope Lutheran Church is commissioned to make disciples, 
commanded to love God and others, and committed to serve. 

 

Confirmation 



Meatloaf Dinner 

                                              
 

Monthly Meeting: The HLCW will hold their monthly meeting on 
Thursday, October 15 at 9:30am. All women of Hope are welcome. 
 

Quilting: The quilting group will meet on Tuesday, October 27 
beginning at 9:00am. There are jobs for all skill levels. If you can 
stay the whole day, please bring a sack lunch. Quilt squares are 
also available to be sewn at home. Questions? Contact Karen 
Skeels (715-452-5444). 

 

 
 
The HLCW will hold a fall Meatloaf Dinner on Thursday, October 22 
with serving from 4:30-6:30pm. The meal will include meatloaf, 
baked potato, vegetable, coleslaw, dinner roll, and dessert. The 
cost is $9.00. Carry-outs will be available with limited inside seating. 
Reserve your meal today by calling the church office (715-532-
7739). 

 
Adult Education & Fellowship 

 
Women’s Bible Study: This study on the minor prophets will meet 
on Friday, October 2 at 3:30pm. 
 
Family Matters: The Family Matters study will continue on Sunday, 
October 4 at 10:15am. It’s not too late to join in. If you would like a 
study guide, please contact Rosemary Johnson. 
 
Book Discussion: The book discussion group will meet on 
Sunday, October 18 at 10:20am. The book for October is Safe 
Haven by Nicholas Sparks.  
 
Men’s Breakfast: Men of Hope meet for breakfast, fellowship, and 
a study of the scripture for the week each Thursday at 7:00am at 
the Ladysmith Family Restaurant. 

Hope Lutheran  
Church Women 



 
 

Pizza & Planning: The Pizza and Planning meeting that was 
originally scheduled for September 20 has been rescheduled to 
Sunday, October 4 at 6:00pm. All high schoolers from Hope who 
are interested in serving another community, meeting other 
Christian youth from other churches nationwide, and seeing 
different parts of the country are welcome to attend.  If you plan to 
attend this meeting, please contact the church office 
(hlcladysmith@gmail.com or 715-532-7739) so we know how much 
pizza to plan on.  
 
Brunet Island: Hope Lutheran Youth in grades 7-12 will be heading 
to Brunet Island State Park in Cornell on the afternoon of Sunday, 
October 11.  We are hoping there will still be fall colors and will be 
hiking, having a campfire, and eating plenty of s'mores, pudgy pies, 
and other camping-ish snacks!  We will depart from Hope at 2:00pm 
and will be returning late afternoon.  The Youth Ministry Committee 
will be providing rides to and from the park and lots of snacks. 
Please sign up by calling the contacting the church office (715-532-
7739 or hlcladysmith@gmail.com) no later than October 5.   

 
Help Your Church by Using Scrip 

 
You can help your church simply by purchasing everyday items 
using Scrip cards. A Scrip card is basically a gift card. When you 
purchase a Scrip card, you get the full value of the card and a 
percentage of the card’s value is returned to the church as a 
charitable contribution. Proceeds from Scrip sales go towards 
building and maintenance needs.  
 
Scrip cards can be purchased during church office hours (Monday 
thru Friday 8:00am-12:00 and 1:00-3:00pm). We hope to deplete 
our current inventory before purchasing more Scrip cards. Cards 
are currently available for Walmart, Holiday, Kwik Trip, Subway, DQ 
and McDonalds.  
 

mailto:hlcladysmith@gmail.com
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FOOD 
PANTRY 
 
 
 

Radio Broadcasts 
 

Each Sunday morning our worship service is broadcast on WLDY 
1340AM. This is an important ministry has been especially 
important during this time of COVID-19. We thank all who have 
given so generously to make this ministry possible.   
 
The cost for each radio broadcast is $79.00. If you would like to 
sponsor a radio broadcast, a sign-up sheet is available on the 
bulletin board in the narthex. Donations to the general Radio Fund 
are also appreciated. Checks can be placed in the offering plate or 
brought to the church office with “Radio Broadcast” in the memo 
line. 

 

 
 

The Hope Lutheran Food Pantry serves those in need throughout 
Rusk County. The Pantry is open Mondays 1:00-3:00pm, 
Wednesday 9:30-11:30am, and Fridays 9:30-11:30am.  
 
Volunteers are also needed the first and third Mondays of each 
month (October 5 & 19) to help unload the Feed My People delivery 
and to stock shelves. If you can help out, please be to the church 
by 9:15am.  
 
Donations of non-perishable food items can be brought to the 
church during office hours or on Sunday mornings. Monetary 
donations can be sent to the church office or placed in the offering 
plate (clearly marked "Food Pantry"). 

 
Power House Fundraising Event 

 
Power House Youth Center will be holding a fundraising event on 
Tuesday, October 6 from 7:00-8:30pm at Colonial Nursery. There 
will be a speaker and opportunities to volunteer your time and 
pledge financial resources. To learn more about Power House visit 
their website at https://www.powerhouseladysmith.com/. Questions 
about the fundraiser can be directed to George Lawrence.  

https://www.powerhouseladysmith.com/


Operation Christmas Child 
 

Operation Christmas Child, a program sponsored by Samaritan's 
Purse, sends thousands of Christmas gifts worldwide to kids that 
may receive only that box of gifts at Christmas. Hope Lutheran has 
participated in this program for the last few years and we are 
planning on doing so again this year. Boxes and brochures that 
have packing instructions and gift suggestions are available in the 
narthex. It costs $9.00 to ship each of these boxes. If you don’t want 
to pack a box but would like to help with shipping charges, please 
send your donation to the church with “Operation Christmas Child” 
in the memo line. Boxes MUST be delivered to church in the narthex 
no later than SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2020. Contact Don Bartig 
(715-532-3303) with questions. 

 
Thank You! 

 
Dear Church Family,  
Thank you for your prayers and cards concerning my recent heart 
surgery and recovery. I am currently in cardiac rehab and will be 
until the snow starts to fall. Your prayers, cards and soups have 
definitely helped. I hope to see you all soon. God Bless and Keep 
you all. ~ Gary Purgett 
 
Dear Friends at Hope Lutheran,  
I have just received confirmation that Wisconsin Lutheran College 
will be matching your gift. Thank you very much for your generous 
support. I look forward to seeing you at church this fall. I pray that 
you are all well.  

Sincerely, Hans Schultz 
 
Dear Friends in Christ at Hope Lutheran Church: My wife Nancy 
and I would like to thank you for your kind hospitality when we 
visited and worshiped with you recently (August 30). We enjoyed 
our time with you and the Lord that morning. And we enjoyed our 
two-night stay in your beautiful parsonage! We pay that God will 
bless your call process by sending you a faithful pastor to be your 
shepherd. Please pray for me congregation, First Lutheran of 
Kirkland, IL, as it soon enters the call process when I retire at the 
end of October.  
 

Sincerely in Christ, Pastor Carl Rasmussen 



Music Notes 
 

The Choirchimes of Hope meets each Wednesday at 5:30pm. 
Choir rehearsals will resume on Wednesday, October 7 at 6:30pm. 
All voices are welcome! With both groups, COVID-19 protocols will 
be observed. If you have questions, please contact Heidi Jo 
Sovacool (715-403-3566 or heidisovacool@gmail.com).  
 

 

mailto:heidisovacool@gmail.com


SUMMARY OF COUNCIL MEETING - SEPTEMBER 15, 2020 
 

Call Process: Council voted to approve a compensation package 
for a new pastor that included a $46,000 base salary. This will be 
presented to the congregation at the special congregational 
meeting on September 27.  
 

Adult Education & Fellowship: Kathy Ducommun will be facilitator 
for the book discussion group. “Family Matters” Bible study 
resumed meeting on September 20. Next meeting: October 2 at 
2:30pm. 
 

Congregational Care & Outreach:  Committee is visiting nursing 
home residents via phone. Rezillient Kids will be starting up again 
at the Church of Christ. Next Meeting:  October October 13 at 
4:15pm. 
 

Property:  Parking lot will be sealed this fall. Waiting on a quote for 
a new phone system and security system for the church  Next 
meeting:  October 13. 
 
Social Ministries:  Helping Hands group assisted a member who 
was moving. Voted to designate benevolence/mission funds to 
Rusk County Lighthouse and NALC Disaster Relief.  Next meeting: 
October 12 at 3:30pm. 
 
Stewardship & Finance:  Will be sending out statements of giving. 
Committee chairs should be reviewing their budgets and should 
submit 2021 budget requests by the end of October. Next meeting: 
October 15 at 5:30pm. 
 
Worship & Music:  Continuing to plan Sunday worship services. 
Plan to have greeters on Sunday morning. Next meeting: October 
12 at 6:00pm. 
 
Youth Education:  Working on “Wednesday Worship in a Bag”. 
Will work with Bonnie to plan 3rd grade Bible Sunday.   Next 
meeting: October 12 at 4:30pm. 
 
Youth Ministry:  Working on Confirmation Sunday and leading 9th 
Grade Confirmation class. Next meeting:  October 5 at 4:30pm. 
 
Next Meeting:  October 20 at 7:00pm. 



 Items for the weekly bulletin are due in the church office 
no later than noon on Wednesday.  Items for the November 
newsletter are due in the church office by October 20. The preferred 
method of submission is via email (hlcladysmith@gmail.com) or 
electronic file.  Items may also be left in the office mailbox or 
dropped off at the office during office hours.   

 
Change of Address and/or Phone Number? 

 
If you have had a change in address or phone number, please notify 
the church office of these changes.  Also, in an effort to improve 
communication we are seeking email addresses for members of the 
congregation. If you would like to have your email address added 
to the list, please send it to the church office at 
hlcladysmith@gmail.com. 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 
 Church Secretary     Bonnie Billings 
 

 Maintenance      Gary Bendixen  
 

 Custodian       Rosemary Warwick 
 

Choir Director      Heidi Jo Sovacool 
 

 Organists       Lisa Borman  
                          Karen Tappon 
         Aileen Tauchen 
         Terry Wedwick 

 
Hope Lutheran Church 

320 First St. S./P.O. Box 184 
Ladysmith, WI 54848 

Church Phone: 715-532-7739 
E-Mail Address:  hlcladysmith@gmail.com 

Website: hlcladysmith.org 
 

Deadlines… 
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4   Ushers  Dave Borman, Linda Campbell 
     Lector  Rosemary Johnson 
    Comm. Asst.  Rosemary Johnson 
 
11   Ushers  Aileen Tauchen, Charlie Holtebeck 
     Lector  Linda Campbell 
   Comm. Asst.  Charlie Holtebeck 
 
18   Ushers  Irene Titera, Dave Borman 
     Lector  Bonnie Billings 
   Comm. Asst.  Aileen Tauchen 
 
25   Ushers  Sovacool family 
     Lector  Charlie Holtebeck 
    Comm. Asst.  Aileen Tauchen 
 
In addition to ushers, lectors, and communion assistants, we are in 
need of volunteers to serve as videographers, audio technicians, 
and to run the projection system. Teens and adults alike are 
welcome to serve. Training will be provided. If you can help, please 
contact the church office.  

 
Prayer & Praise 

 
Each Sunday we pray for people in need of prayer and list those 
names in the Sunday bulletin. We also have a prayer chain and a 
group that meets weekly to pray for individuals, the church, our 
country, and the needs of the world. If you have a prayer request, 
please contact the church office. Prayer requests for the Sunday 
bulletin will be listed for four weeks unless we receive an update 
and request for continued prayer.  
 
We also welcome praise reports for blessings received or answered 
prayer and can print those in the Sunday bulletins or pass them on 
to the prayer chain or prayer group.  

 

October Worship Assistants 



 
 
1 Della Goffin       14 Gina Cooley 
 Jeff Johnson       15 Michelle Brooks  
 Tiffany Johnson       Owen Burmeister 
2 Diane Cumming       Donna Weber  
 Sean Lund        16 Lisa Borman  
 Scott Peterson       Kaylyn Wimer 
3 Dalton Wiemer      17 Mark Bentley, Jr.   
4 Aiden Hoyt         James Meyers 
 Bob Sanderson      18  Alex Effertz  
 Rachel Sovacool       McKenzie Konichek  
 Trent Vollendorf       Jenna Lent 
5 Tracy Verdegan      20 Pat Grunseth  
6 Jill Buchholz        Mason Mautner 
7 Olivia Bitner        Berndt Soviak 
 Asialena Trindal      21 Blake Nyhagen  
8 David Hraban        Eliana Shultz 
 George Lawrence      22 Erin Molstad  
9 Julie vanDoorn       Shannon Wester  
10 Doris Marten       23 Dan Morgan    
 Pam Polak        24 Kim Davis  
 Jade vanDoorn       Diane Meuli 
11 Erle Barber       25 Alan Larson   
13 Terry Carlino       26 Ann Wiley  
 Bishop Peterson      28 John Kenyon    
                

* * * * * 
 

3 Brandyn & Jessie Polak   15 Mark & Jill Berg 
4 Bob & Pat Grunseth    16 Alan & Lisa Larson 
7 Christian & Kelsey Borman  21 Kyle & Erin Craker 
 Kelsey & Blayne Field     Bob & Jessica Hoehn  
8 Jim & Kathy Stanton    27 James & Barbara Stanton 
10 Carla & Mike Closs    28 Jim & Cora Schultz  
12 Todd & Jenny Dahlstrom   31 Bill & Sharon Kaul 


