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Pastor’s Message 
By Pastor Christopher Martin 

 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love 
endures forever.”-Psalm 136:1 
 

As I’ve looked back on my ministry, it seems that I always end up 
making the transition into a new call at an unusual time of year. 
When I began at Emmons, I started in the middle of Lent, which 
forced me to hit the ground running!  When I came to St. John’s-
Vilmar, it was right before I had to leave to attend the NALC 
Convocation. And now, as I begin my new call with you in the month 
of November, I am beginning at Hope and Glen Flora just in time for 
Thanksgiving and soon, Advent and Christmas!  I guess I forgot to 
tell you I have a tendency to start a new call during a busy time! 
 

This year, it seems that my Thanksgiving has been a bit extended. 
Despite the Pandemic, and all of the challenges that it has brought 
into my life as a Pastor this year, I find so much to be thankful for 
this year. I am thankful for my wife, Lindsay, and our three children, 
Bradon, Zachary, and Cassie. As I spent the month of October 
bringing my ministry at St. John’s-Vilmar to its conclusion, I found 
many reasons to be thankful for the time I spent with them, and the 
people who became a part of our lives during that time.  
 

And now, as I will soon arrive and begin my new ministry with you 
at Hope & Glen Flora, I already have so much to be thankful for. I 
am thankful for each and every one of you, the members of both 
congregations, who welcomed my family and I into your midst 
during our visit in September and made us feel right at home. We  
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are thankful for the gift of time, talent, and treasure that went into 
the parsonage renovations. We are looking forward to it being our 
family’s home for many years to come. We are thankful for your Call 
Committee, who, in the midst of a long journey with many 
challenges presented to it, pressed on with the task as we ended 
up discovering that your long wait for a new Pastor was, in part, 
because the Holy Spirit needed time to work on me to first open me 
up to the possibility of a new call, and to prepare me to become 
your next Pastor! And I am simply thankful and ready to begin our 
new ministry together in the Lord’s name and with His blessing in 
November! 
 

You, my new friends at Hope & Glen Flora, also have much to be 
thankful for, too. First, God has continued to provide for your needs, 
sometimes in ways that you never anticipated. He has generously 
blessed both congregations with so many talented people who offer 
their time and talent for the building up of ministry in both churches! 
Individually, God continues to provide for your needs of body and 
soul each day, as He continues to answer the petition of the Lord’s 
Prayer to “Give us this day our daily bread.” And most importantly, 
we all are thankful for the gifts of everlasting life and salvation that 
we have through our Savior, Jesus Christ! 
 

I am looking forward to my family’s arrival in Ladysmith in the 
coming weeks, and I am looking forward to my first service as your 
Pastor on November 15th. I hope and pray that as we share our first 
Thanksgiving season together, that, despite the challenges this 
year has brought into our lives with the pandemic, that we can join 
with the Psalmist in saying; “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is 
good, for his steadfast love endures forever.” 
 

 
 

“Sing to the LORD, all the earth;  
proclaim his salvation day after day.  

 Declare his glory among the nations,  
his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;  
he is to be feared above all gods.  

For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD 
made the heavens.” ~ 1 Chronicles 16:23-26 



               
 

All Saints’ Sunday, November 1, is a day set aside to remember our 
Christian brothers and sisters who have been laid to rest.  On that 
day we will be especially remembering those from our church family 
who have died since last All Saints Sunday by lighting a candle in 
memory of each of these saints. 
 

Wilma A. Bennor 
February 24, 1932 – May 26, 2020 

 

Elsie M. Larson 
July 30, 1925 – September 13, 2020 

 

Members of the congregation will also have an opportunity to light 
a candle in memory of loved ones. 

 
Adult Education & Fellowship Opportunities 

 

Family Matters: The “Family Matters” Bible study will meet on 
Sundays, November 1, 8, 22 & 29 at 10:15am.  
 

Women’s Bible Study: The women’s Bible study will meet on 
Friday, November 13 at 3:30pm. 
 

Book Discussion: The book group will meet on Sunday, 
November 15 at 10:20am to discuss Pearls in the Sand by Tess 
Afshar. 
 

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study: Men of Hope meet each 
Thursday at 7:00am the Ladysmith Family Restaurant for breakfast, 
fellowship and a study of the week’s lectionary readings. All men of 
Hope are welcome! 

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Hope Lutheran Church is commissioned to make disciples,  
commanded to love God and others, and committed to serve. 

 

All Saints’ Sunday 
November 1 



Stewardship 
by Bonnie Billings 

 

During this year of COVID-19 we will not be having our usual fall 
stewardship drive. Whew! I can hear many breathing a sigh of relief. 
Stewardship is something many people, including pastors and 
church staff, are often uncomfortable talking about. We’ve been 
taught that it’s not polite to discuss money and we’re often 
uncomfortable looking at our own finances. Even though we’re not 
having a stewardship drive, I’m going there. Why? Because 
stewardship really isn’t about money and I believe it’s an important 
part of our faith journey.  
 

I’ll give you a little of my back story. I grew up poor. I was raised 
with my brother and sister by a single mom on a bookkeeper’s 
salary with no support at all from our father. I don’t remember ever 
not having something to eat but often times a box of mac-n-cheese 
and a can of vegetables was dinner for four. There were times when 
our phone got shut off and we ran out of fuel oil for heat. We wore 
hand-me-down clothes and got one pair of shoes each year. We 
received free school lunches at a time when that meant you got a 
different colored lunch ticket, so that everybody knew who the poor 
kids were. Some people in this position become spendthrifts when 
they finally begin earning money. I, on the other hand, lived in fear 
of not having enough and became, shall we say, quite frugal. 
 

As a young adult I struggled with the concept of tithing and giving 
to the church. How can you give back when you never have 
enough? Early in our marriage Brad and I faced some difficult 
financial times due to unemployment and underemployment. My 
attitude was, “Don’t ask me to give when I’ve got so little.” But then 
one year during the church’s stewardship drive I was challenged to 
trust God to provide--not by giving 10% of my income right away 
but to just start giving regularly. I think I started out giving less than 
$1.00 per week. Some weeks it was a major challenge to give even 
that much but I had made the commitment, so I persisted. What I 
discovered through this discipline is that I can’t out-give God. I don’t 
mean to imply we’ve never had financially challenging times, and I 
don’t always get what I want, but God has always provided for the 
things we truly need—even when I couldn’t see how things could 
possibly work out.  
 

(continued) 



(Stewardship, cont.) 
 
What I’ve also discovered is that God doesn’t just want us to give 
of our financial riches. He has given each and every one of us time  
and talents. Some talents are the out-front kind of talents that are 
valued by our society—singing, public speaking, athletic ability, etc. 
Others are more behind-the-scenes kind of talents. Whether the 
talents we’ve been given are valued by society is not important. If 
God has given us a talent, that means He values it and expects us 
to be a good steward of that gift.  
 
So, I challenge you, as I was once challenged, to give regularly—
not just money, although that’s important, but also your time and 
your God-given talents. I challenge you to evaluate how you’re 
using the 24 hours you’ve been given each day. I challenge you to 
recognize your God-given talents and evaluate how you can use 
them to further His kingdom. I challenge you to trust God to provide 
all that you need and then watch to see how He blesses you and 
uses your life.    
 
“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For 
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” ~ Luke 6:38 

 
Thrivent Choice 

 
Thank you to everyone who supports the ministries of Hope 
Lutheran Church through their Thrivent Choice designations. If you 
are Thrivent member and do not currently have a designation in 
place, please contact your Thrivent representative for more 
information.  

 
Radio Broadcasts 
 

Hope Lutheran has been broadcasting our worship services on 
WLDY 1340AM for more than 70 years. This year of COVID-19 has 
emphasized the importance of this ministry. Each radio broadcast 
costs $79.00. If you would like to sponsor a radio broadcast, a sign-
up sheet is available on the bulletin board in the narthex. Donations 
can also be made to the general radio fund. 



                                              
 
Monthly Meeting: The HLCW will hold their monthly meeting on 
Thursday, November 19 at 9:30am. All women of Hope are 
welcome! 
 
Quilting: The quilting group will meet on Tuesday, November 17 
beginning at 9:00am. There are jobs for all skill levels. If you can 
stay the whole day, please bring a sack lunch. Quilt squares are 
also available to be sewn at home. Questions? Contact Karen 
Skeels (715-452-5444). 
 
Socks & Underwear Collection: The HLCW will again be 
collecting socks and underwear to be distributed to area schools 
and shelters. Donations of new socks and underwear for both 
children and adults can be brought to the church during the month 
of November. 
 
Cookie Walk: The decision has been made to cancel this year’s 
Cookie Walk. We hope to be back next  
 
Thank You! The HLCW would like to thank everyone who helped 
with the Fall Dinner. It wouldn’t be possible to do a meal like this 
without the help of many. Extra-special thanks go to Signs by 
Stanton for making and donating the sign, to Terry Wedwick for the 
donation of meat, to Kathy Peterson for applying for a Thrivent 
Team Grant, and to everyone who helped with the cooking and 
packing of carry-out containers.  

 
 

Heading South for the Winter? 
 

We want to stay in touch! Please let the church office know your 
winter address and the dates you'll be gone so that you can 
continue to receive the church newsletter and other mailings. If you 
do not want to receive mailings during your absence, please also 
let us know that.  
 

Hope Lutheran  
Church Women 



 
 

The Hope Lutheran Food Pantry serves those in need throughout 
Rusk County. The Pantry is open Mondays 1:00-3:00pm, 
Wednesday 9:30-11:30am, and Fridays 9:30-11:30am.  
 

Volunteers are also needed the first and third Mondays of each 
month (November 2 & 16) to help unload the Feed My People 
delivery and to stock shelves. If you can help out, please be to the 
church by 9:15am.  
 

Donations of non-perishable food items can be brought to the 
church during office hours or on Sunday mornings. Monetary 
donations can be sent to the church office or placed in the offering 
plate (clearly marked "Food Pantry"). 

 
UPDATE: “ANITA IS WELL” PROJECT 

 

It appears the day is quickly approaching when the Lawrence family 
and those who have contributed to this project will see the water 
well completed for a needful village in Kenya. The village, Lower 
Oloosekin, is about 15 miles west of the village that had originally 
been selected. Currently women and children in the village travel 
more than two miles to draw water from a hole that is shared by the 
elephants of the area. When this source dries up, the next closest 
source of water is over six miles away. The organization the 
Lawrence family has partnered with, Montana on a Mission, will be 
traveling to the region in November to begin the drilling—a 2-5 day 
process. It will be another 6-8 weeks before the entire process is 
complete.  
 

In addition to providing life-sustaining water, Montana on a Mission 
also provides the soul-cleansing Word of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Donors have helped the Lawrence family raise over $36,000 
for this project. Donations are now needed to provide Bibles in the 
Maasai language for distribution to the people of the village. Each 
Bible will cost $9.00. If you would like to contribute to this part of the 
project you may do so by visiting the MOM website 
(montanaonamission.org), making a donation to the “Anita is Well” 
account at Ladysmith Federal Savings & Loan, or by contacting 
George Lawrence.  

FOOD PANTRY 
 
 
 



SUMMARY OF OCTOBER 20, 2020 COUNCIL MEETING  
 

Parsonage: Garage windows have been installed. Property Committee is 
looking for someone to install carpet in the sun porch and on the garage 
step. 
 

Pastor’s Office: Property Committee obtained a quote of $1,200 for an L-
shaped desk, and $400 for two visitor’s chairs and a desk chair (plus $135 
installation) from Eau Claire Business Interiors. Council voted to place the 
order. 
 

Raising Highly Capable Kids: Gordie Dukerschein requested that this 
program be allowed to be held at Hope on Tuesdays beginning in 
November. Council voted to approve the request. 
 

Moving Arrangements for Pastor Martin: Charlie Holtebeck obtained 
bids from three moving companies. An agreement was reached with 
Bekins/Stannard Relocations for moving costs and insurance in the 
amount of $8,347.03. Estimated unloading date is November 7. This 
expense was budgeted.  
 

2021 Budget: Brian Buchholz presented first draft of proposed 2021 
budget. Council will approve the budget at its December meeting for 
presentation at the annual meeting.  
 

Adult Education & Fellowship: “Family Matters” study has resumed and 
is being led by Jack Pederson. Next Meeting:  November 13 at 2:30pm. 
 

Congregational Care & Outreach:  Nursing homes are still locked down. 
They continue to send out the books on grieving. Next Meeting:  
November 9 at 4:15pm. 
 

Property: Discussed parsonage use agreement. Next meeting:  
November 10 at 6:00pm. 
 

Social Ministries:  Local benevolence funds designated for Women with 
Courage Foundation; Missions funds designated for Lutheran Bible 
Translators Next meeting: November 9 at 3:30pm. 
 

Stewardship & Finance: Approved transferring $10,000 from the 
checking account to the reserve savings. Next meeting: November 12 at 
5:30pm. 
 

Worship & Music:  A google form/survey has been created for scheduling 
worship assistants. Next meeting:  November 9 at 6:00pm. 
 

Youth Education:  No report.  Next meeting: TBD. 
 

Youth Ministry:  Planning 2021 mission trip to Wilmington, NC  Next 
meeting:  November 9 at 4:30pm. 
 

Next Meeting:  November 17 at 7:00pm. 



 Items for the weekly bulletin are due in the church office 
no later than noon on Wednesday.  Items for the December 
newsletter are due in the church office by Tuesday, November 17. 
 
The preferred method of submission is via email 
(hlcladysmith@gmail.com) or electronic file.  Items may also be left 
in the office mailbox or dropped off at the office during office hours.   

 
Change of Address and/or Phone Number? 

 
If you have had a change in address or phone number, especially 
if you no longer have a landline, please notify the church office of 
these changes.  Also, in an effort to improve communication, we 
are seeking email addresses for members of the congregation. If 
you would like to have your email address added to the list, please 
send it to the church office at hlcladysmith@gmail.com. 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

 Pastor (Nov. 15)     Rev. Christopher Martin 

 Church Secretary     Bonnie Billings 

 Maintenance      Gary Bendixen 

 Custodian       Rosemary Warwick 

Choir Director      Heidi Jo Sovacool 

 Organists       Lisa Borman  
                          Karen Tappon 
         Aileen Tauchen 

 
Hope Lutheran Church 

320 First St. S./P.O. Box 184 
Ladysmith, WI 54848 

Church Phone: 715-532-7739 
E-Mail Address:  hlcladysmith@gmail.com 

Website: hlcladysmith.org 

Deadlines… 

mailto:hlcladysmith@gmail.com
mailto:hlcladysmith@gmail.com
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Community            

Thanksgiving Dinner 

November 26 
 

  
 
 

Hope Lutheran Church will be holding the Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, 

November 26 but, due to COVID-19, we will not be 

having in-person dining. Instead we will provide carry-

outs for all who want one and deliveries to homebound 

members of our community. Meals can be picked up 

12:00noon-1:00pm. To reserve a meal, please contact the 

church office (715-532-7739) by noon on Monday, 

November 23.  

 

MENU 
 

Turkey, Dressing, Potatoes & Gravy,  

Vegetables, Cranberry Sauce, Dinner Rolls,  

Jell-o, Pies, and Beverages 

 

It takes many hands to make this meal happen.  Volunteers 

are needed to provide food and money, help with cooking 

and clean-up, and to deliver meals.  Sign-up sheets are 

posted on the bulletin board in the narthex.   

 

Questions?   

Contact Josi Hamilton (715-532-6052). 



 
 

1   Ushers   
     Lector   
        Acolytes  Kai Strom, Manny Moore,  

Jackson Summerfield 
   Comm. Assts .  
 

8   Ushers   
     Lector   
        Acolytes   
   Comm. Assts.   
 

15   Ushers   
     Lector   
        Acolytes  Kai Strom, Levi Nyhagen 
   Comm. Assts .  
 

22   Ushers   
     Lector   
        Acolytes   
   Comm. Assts.   
 

29   Ushers   
     Lector   
        Acolytes   
   Comm. Assts.   

 
Prayer & Praise 

 

Each Sunday we pray for people in need of prayer and list those 
names in the Sunday bulletin. We also have a prayer chain and a 
group that meets weekly to pray for individuals, the church, our 
country, and the needs of the world. If you have a prayer request, 
please contact the church office. Prayer requests for the Sunday 
bulletin will be listed for four weeks unless we receive an update 
and request for continued prayer. We also welcome praise reports 
for blessings received or answered prayer and can print those in 
the Sunday bulletins or pass them on to the prayer chain or prayer 
group.  

November 
Worship Assistants 



 
 

1 Nicole Bostic      17 Breann Hillman 
 Barb Canfield       Wes Hills 
 Emma Dieckman      Hilary Peterson 
 Linda Reissner     19 Cheryl Kelley   
2 Lauren Cumming      Kirk Konichek  
 Kaitlyn Dahlstrom      David Weber  
 Michael Duzy      23 Lynnette Jenness 
3 Randy Nyhagen     24 Pat Cumming   
5 Eric Pederson       Braxton Morgan 
 Don Soyring      25 Terry Paul    
7 Twyla Lund       Colton Solie  
 Kaiden MacArthur      Robyn Wiemer  
 Sue Molstad      26 Karen Tappon  
 Marge Spangberg     27 Gracie Nelson    
8 Shad Strom      28 Jerry Kulibert  
 Jill Nisbit       29 Andrew Grunseth 
9 Mitchel Segebrecht     Carly Molstad 
10 Molly Borman       Alexis Polak  
 Korie Kuchta      30 Abigail Anderson  
 Gavyn Lawcewicz      Terry Anderson 
11 Evan Hillan       Melissa Gorsegner 
12 Aaron Klawiter       Scott Lee  
 Nicki Kruse       Ashley Schultz 
14 Elaine Wegener      Leighton Vollendorf   
15 Bobbi-Jo Crank         
 Craig Warren         
16 Mark Buchholz       
 Spencer Shultz         
            

       * * * * * 
 

2 Gordie & Bev Dukerschein  8 Cliff & Char Romfoe 
3 Jim & Gina Cooley    26 Andrea & Jim Hraban 
4 Kayla & Seth Coggins 
 Kathi & Kyle Kesan 
 Brad & Meghan Schultz 


