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The Waiting Game 
By Pastor Bill Odermann 

 
At our September council meeting, I gave a devotion about the Lord 
being in control of our lives and our affairs. The ways of this present 
world involve planning, plotting, and scheming. Controlling our time, 
money, the people and events around us is supposed to generate 
peace. The thing is, none of us can ever be in complete control. 
Just when we think we have planned for every possibility and 
outcome, something unexpected pops up and ruins one’s plans. 
Control does equal peace—but only when it’s the Lord’s control! 
 
One verse I read and explained to our council that night was from 
Psalm 37:5, which reads: 
 

“Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him,  
and He will do it.” 

 
The word translated ‘commit’ here is an interesting one in the 
Hebrew Bible. The word literally means, ‘roll onto.’ A symbolic 
picture of this word’s use is found in Old Testament stories where a 
heavy stone was rolled away from a cave or the mouth of a well to 
gain or seal access. Effort and strategy were used to move 
something bigger and heavier. 
 
This word was translated ‘commit’ in English Bibles to capture and 
express the idea that our heaviest, most challenging burdens and 
tasks were to be given over to the Lord. When that happens in life, 
we are ‘roll onto the Lord,’ our heaviest concerns, burdens, and 
challenges. Once we do that, the Lord replaces that burden with His 
peace. 

    (continued) 



(Pastor’s Column, cont.) 
 
At this writing, the call committee is still waiting for candidate names 
as the profile is in front of hundreds of NALC pastors. It’s like ‘holy 
fishing,’ waiting for a candidate to ‘bite on’ what is posted. Until that 
happens, it can feel rather unnerving for some people. Their faith 
and trust in God is tested and they feel a lack of control. This can 
be an anxious moment, waiting for a called pastor to come.  What 
to do? 
 
The thing to do is to commit (roll onto) to the Lord our deepest and 
heaviest burdens and concerns. We know this in our heads, don’t 
we? After all, we’re Christian people, right? How easy we forget 
when things have been sailing along without major ripples but then 
… a vacancy comes up, we feel out of control, get anxious and lose 
our peace. 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ is an incredible manager! He created the 
worlds and by Him all things are held together (c.f. Colossians 1:16-
17). If that is true (and it is!), then how much more can He handle 
(and help us) with something far less in magnitude like a pastoral 
vacancy? A stone or burden like that was never meant for us to 
carry—it’s Jesus’s burden to carry and He wants us to commit such 
burdens into his hands. It is the only way to find true peace. 
 
I learned this principle early in my Christian life. I have also had to 
‘relearn’ it when a smoother season turns into a challenging one! 
That may be true for some of you as well.  My advice?  Roll any and 
all burdens onto the Lord. You are committing your life and 
circumstances to Him by placing it all in His hands! 

 
 

It’s Never Too Late! 
 

Have you been thinking about joining in a group or class here at 
Hope Lutheran Church? Have you been thinking about sending 
your children to Sunday School or Confirmation? Do you want to 
join the choir but haven’t attended any rehearsals yet? IT’S NEVER 
TOO LATE! Jump in whenever you like. New participants are 
always welcome for all events, groups and classes at Hope 
Lutheran Church. 
 



 

 

                                                           
 

We will be celebrating Confirmation for our youth on Sunday, 
October 27 (Reformation Sunday) at the 9:00am worship service. 
Affirming the faith of their baptism are Maddy Bunton, Cadence 
Clark, Alli Clark, Eme Clark, Elle Nisbit, Sydney Schott, Nicholas 
Sovacool, Megan vanDoorn, Payton Wold. A reception in their 
honor will be held in the fellowship hall following the worship service 
that day. 
 

 
Youth Education 
 

Sunday School classes are held each Sunday from 10:15-11:00am 
in the education wing. Classes are for children 3 years old thru 6th 
grade.  
 
Wednesday School is for children Pre-K thru 5th grades and meets 
each Wednesday from 4:00-5:20pm. Children are invited to come 
to Hope Lutheran for faith, food, and friendship. Kids can take Bus 
55 directly from the Ladysmith Elementary School or can be 
dropped off at the church. Parents or guardians are asked to pick 
up their child inside the church.  
 
It’s never too late to jump in. Friends are always welcome. Come 
join us! Registration forms are available at the church or online at 
the church’s website (hlcladysmith.org). 
 

* * * * * 
 

“People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his 
hands on them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw 
this, he was indignant. He said to them, ‘Let the little children come 
to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the 
kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.’ And he took the 
children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.” 

~ Mark 10:13-16 

Confirmation Sunday 



                                              
 

All women of Hope are considered members of the HLCW. Our 
group provides funding for many projects throughout the church and 
to outside ministries both locally and beyond. We serve funeral 
lunches, make quilts for Lutheran World Relief and local 
organizations, and assist in many ways with the ministries here at 
Hope. Please prayerfully consider your involvement in the HLCW. 
We meet monthly, usually on the third Thursday of the month. 
 

Monthly Meeting: Thursday, October 17 at 9:30am. All women of 
Hope are welcome. 
 

Quilting: The quilting group will meet on Tuesday, October 29 
beginning at 9:00am. There are jobs for all skill levels. If you can 
stay the whole day, please bring a sack lunch. Quilt squares are 
also available to be sewn at home. Questions? Contact Karen 
Skeels (715-452-5444). 
 

Sock Collection: In November, the HLCW will again be collecting 
socks and underwear for area schools and shelters.  Sizes needed 
are from preschool through adult for both female and male. 
 

Pots, Pans & Dishes: Thank you to everyone who brings food for 
various events here at the church. Please stop by the Fireside 
Room to see if you have any pots, pans or dishes that have been 
left at the church. Items not picked up will be donated. 
 

Thank You: Thank you to everyone who contributed to the 
Lutheran World Relief Kits. We have assembled 19 Baby Care Kits, 
16 Health Care Kits, and nine School Kits.  We are in need of a 
driver to take them to Bethany Lutheran Church in Rice Lake on 
Saturday, October 12. If you can help out with this, please contact 
Janet Uutala. 

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Hope Lutheran Church is commissioned to make disciples, 
commanded to love God and others, and committed to serve. 

 

Hope Lutheran  
Church Women 



 
 

High School Youth Breakfast: High School Youth will meet for 
breakfast and devotions on Sunday, October 20 at 10:30am at the 
Ladysmith Family Restaurant. Youth are encouraged to attend the 
9:00am worship service. Those needing a ride should meet in the 
multi-purpose room following the worship service. Youth Ministry 
covers the cost of this meal. 
 
Operation Christmas Child: Middle School and High School youth 
will be packing shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child on 
Sunday, October 20 at 6:00pm. If you can stay a bit longer, we’ll be 
having a campfire at 7:00pm (see details below). 
 
Youth Campfire: Middle School and High School youth are invited 
to a campfire here at the church on Sunday, October 20 at 7:00pm. 
Campfire snacks will be provided by the Youth Ministry Committee. 
Bring a friend and your own camp chair! Please sign up on the 
Youth Ministry bulletin board.  
 
Mission Trip Planning Meeting: There will be a planning meeting 
for the 2020 Youth Mission Trip on Sunday, November 10. This 
meeting is for youth that may be interested in participating in a 
mission trip and also for parents who would like to learn more about 
the activity.  The meeting is being held primarily to determine a 
destination, determine a path forward, and provide an opportunity 
for discussion.   

 
 

HELP WANTED 
 

We are in need of volunteers to help with running the 
projection system on Sunday mornings. Teens and adults are 
both welcome. Training will be provided. If you can help, 
please contact Don Bartig (715-532-3303). 
 



Adult Education Opportunities 
 
Book Discussion: The book group will meet on Sunday, October 
27 at 10:20am in the Fireside Room. The book for the October 
discussion is Valley of Dreams by Loraine Snelling. If you’d like to 
know more information about the book group, visit the group’s 
website at http://hopebookgroup.weebly.com/. 
 
Men's Breakfast: Men of Hope are invited to attend the Men's 
Breakfast & Bible Study held each Thursday at 7:00am at the 
Ladysmith Family Restaurant. We have breakfast, fellowship and 
study the scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday. 
 
Women’s Bible Study: The Women’s Bible Study will meet on 
Friday, October 4 at 3:30pm. A new study on the Beatitudes began 
in September. Study guides are still available and it’s not too late to 
join in. If you have questions or would like a study guide, please 
contact Rosemary Johnson or Linda Campbell. 

 

The Looney Lutherans 
 
The Flambeau Valley Arts Association will present “The Looney 
Lutherans” on Sunday, October 27 at 3:00pm at the Ladysmith High 
School Auditorium. (The Packers don’t play that day until 7:20pm!)  
 
The Looney Lutherans is a trio of wacky gals who use music, 
comedy, and some help from the audience to share their age-old 
wisdom for living a long and lively life, the Lutheran way. Material is 
comedic and family friendly, and you don’t have to be a Lutheran to 
love it. Ticket prices are $15.00 for adults and $3.00 for students 
(students are free with a paid adult admission).  

 
 

Visit Us Online 
 
For more information about the Hope Lutheran Church, visit the 
church’s website at hlcladysmith.org or like us on Facebook 
(HopeLCNALCLadysmith). 
 

http://hopebookgroup.weebly.com/


Music Notes 
 

The Choir and Choirchimes season has begun!  If you have ever 
considered joining either group, please contact Heidi Jo Sovacool 
(715-532-9718, 715-406-3566 or heidisovacool@centurytel.net). 
You don’t need to have experience ringing or singing to join one of 
the groups. 
 
The Choirchimes group rehearses each Wednesday from 5:30-
6:30pm in the balcony. The commitment to play is only one month 
at a time (approximately four Wednesday practices and one Sunday 
to play). You can choose to play for as many performance dates as 
you like! We just need to know of your interest so that appropriate 
music can be selected for the size of the group.  
 
The Choir rehearses each Wednesday from 6:30-7:30pm. 
Wednesday rehearsals make the most of learning music and 
working on each part (soprano, alto, tenor, bass). Sunday 
rehearsals (8:15-8:50am) refine the piece to be sung on that day. 
The choir usually sings for worship twice a month.  If you cannot 
make a Wednesday rehearsal, you are still welcome to join us on 
Sundays!  New music binders have been acquired and all of the 
music is arranged in the folders from September 2019 through 
January 2020. If you would like to take a binder home to study, 
please let Heidi Jo know so that she can get a binder to you. There 
is a web link included with the schedule so that you can “hear” the 
music while you rehearse it on your own, at home.   
 
The Good News chimes group is designed for youth in 3rd through 
8th grades. The focus of the group is on teaching ringing skills. If 
there is enough interested, the group will rehearse and play in 
November. Please contact Heidi Jo Sovacool by October 15 if your 
child/grandchild is interested in participating so that music can be 
prepared. 
 

* * * * * 
 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 
God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
him.” ~ Colossians 3:16-17 (ESV)  

mailto:heidisovacool@centurytel.net


Operation Christmas Child 
 
Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an 
international relief organization. Their mission is to provide local 
partners around the world with shoeboxes filled with small toys, 
hygiene items, and school supplies as a means of reaching out to 
children in their own communities with the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. Shoebox gifts are a way to demonstrate God’s love in a 
tangible way to needy children around the world, and together with 
the local church worldwide, to share the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Boxes have been provided for you to fill with small gifts for a child 
who may never have received a Christmas gift or never have known 
of Jesus Christ. Boxes are available to be picked up in the narthex. 
There is a list of suggested items and folders that explain how to fill 
a box, items you can add, and those to avoid. The boxes will be 
delivered to a collection center in early November.  

 
Backpack Food Program 
 
School has started and the fifth year of the backpack food program 
is now underway. In 2018-19 we served kids in Pre-K through 8th 
grade and averaged 126 packs a weekend. By the second week of 
the current school year we had 115 students signed up and expect 
more in the coming weeks. 
 
We have moved into new quarters in the elementary school. It will 
be much more convenient since we won’t have to transport food 
from one building to another. Students in the high school special 
education program have again partnered with us and do all the 
packaging of the food packs.  
 
Children are supplied with two entrees, a fruit, a vegetable and 
some snacks (granola bars, crackers and even some chocolates) 
for weekends when school meals are not provided. 
 
Our beginning funds are in good shape but last year we spent more 
for food than we brought in, so we recognize the need to be more 
proactive in our fundraising. Your continued prayers and financial 
support will strengthen our program for the next academic year.   



FOOD 
PANTRY 
 
 
 

 
 
The Hope Lutheran Food Pantry serves those in need throughout 
Rusk County. The Pantry is open Mondays 1:00-3:00pm, 
Wednesday 9:30-11:30am, and Fridays 9:30-11:30am.  
 
Volunteers are also needed the first and third Mondays of each 
month (October 7 & 21) to help unload the Feed My People delivery 
and to stock shelves. If you can help out, please be to the church 
by 9:15am.  
 
Donations of non-perishable food items can be brought to the 
church during office hours or on Sunday mornings. Monetary 
donations can be sent to the church office or placed in the offering 
plate (clearly marked "Food Pantry"). 

 
MANNA Meal 

 
The October MANNA Meal will take place here at Hope Lutheran 
on Thursday, October 31 with serving from 5:00-6:00pm. This is a 
free meal providing both food and fellowship to those in need. This 
month’s meal is sponsored by Faith United Methodist Church. 

 
Harvest of Talents 

 
First Church of Christ will hold their Harvest of Talents on Saturday, 
October 12 from 8:00am-3:00pm. The day will include Gift Shops 
(bakery, children’s room, upcycle shop, jewelry, quilts, boutique, 
kitchen, holiday) plus a bakery and café featuring homemade 
breakfast and lunch. There will also be horse drawn wagon rides, 
kids’ activities, a car show (9:00am-1:00pm), a cornhole 
tournament (1:00pm), and a live auction (10:00am) featuring many 
unique and one-of-a-kind items.  
 
If you would like to contribute items for the auction, bakery, or 
shops, please drop off the items at First Church of Christ on October 
10 or 11 from 9:00am-5:00pm.  



Helping Your Church by Using Scrip 
 
The Stewardship & Finance Committee sells Scrip cards following 
worship each Sunday. Scrip cards are currently available for 
Ladysmith Fresh Market, Walmart, Kwik Trip, Holiday, DQ, Subway 
and McDonald's. Stop by the table in the multi-purpose room if you 
would like to purchase scrip or if you have questions.  
 
Through the scrip program the purchaser receives the full value of 
the cards and a percentage of every card sold is returned to the 
church as a charitable contribution. Proceeds from the Scrip 
program go towards building and maintenance needs. 

 
Radio Broadcasts 
 
Each Sunday morning our worship service is broadcast on WLDY 
1340AM. This is an important ministry that allows us to bring 
worship to our homebound members and to the community. The 
cost for each radio broadcast is $79.00.  
 
If you would like to sponsor a radio broadcast, a sign-up sheet is 
available on the bulletin board in the narthex. Donations to the 
general Radio Fund are also appreciated. Checks can be placed in 
the offering plate or brought to the church office with “Radio 
Broadcast” in the memo line. 

 
 

GIVING UPDATE 
January thru August 2019 

 

Thank you to everyone who helps to make the ministries of 
Hope Lutheran Church possible.  

 

       Actual     Budget 
  

Income   156,437         167,151 
 Expense        174,876         183,922 
          (18,440)         (16,771) 
 



 

 
Prayer Concerns 
 
If you have asked to have someone listed in the prayer concerns in 
the Sunday bulletins, please contact the church office (715-532-
7739 or hlcladysmith@gmail.com) with periodic updates so that we 
can keep the list current. 

 
 
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we 
will reap a harvest if we do not give up.  Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who 
belong to the family of believers.” ~ Galatians 6:9-10 
 

mailto:hlcladysmith@gmail.com


SUMMARY OF COUNCIL MEETING - SEPTEMBER 17, 2019 
 

Old Business: Jer McEathron spoke with Pastor Wendel from the 
NALC. The congregation’s profile is posted but there have been no 
candidates submitted yet. He suggested patience and continued 
prayer.  
 

Adult Education & Fellowship: Working on organizing the library. 
Looking at the possibility of getting a group together to attend the next 
FVAA event—The Looney Lutherans—with a reception to follow at 
Hope. Next Meeting:  October 4 at 2:00pm. 
 

Congregational Care & Outreach:  Seven members from Hope 
attended the Stephen Ministry workshop on September 14. Thank you 
to Judy Soyring for the nice display at the visitor’s center.  Next 
Meeting:  October 14 at 4:15pm. 
 

Property:  Chimney repair and tree trimming at the parsonage have 
been completed. East door is ordered and should arrive within the next 
two weeks. Committee working on solution to dispose of cardboard 
and other recyclables. Next meeting:  October 8 at 5:30pm. 
 

Social Ministries:  The Backpack Program is in need of monetary 
donations. There were 76 people in attendance at the MANNA Meal. 
Food pantry served 222 families. Next meeting: October 14 at 
3:30pm. 
 

Stewardship & Finance:  Discussed the importance of prioritizing 
spending. Terry Wedwick’s six years as treasurer will end in January 
and we need to look for a new treasurer. Stewardship drive planning 
and preparation continues.  Next meeting: October 3 at 5:30pm. 
 

Worship & Music:  Participation in choir and the music program is 
down and prayers are needed for the program. Everyone is 
encouraged to take part as they feel called. Working with Youth 
Ministry on Operation Christmas Child. Organizing the sacristy. Need 
volunteers to help run the projection system. Next meeting: October 
14 at 5:15pm. 
 

Youth Education:  The television in the Jungle Room does not work. 
Jackie Buchholz has a tv she is willing to donate.   Next meeting: 
October 1 at 4:30pm. 
 

Youth Ministry:  No report given. Next meeting:  October 9 at 
7:30pm. 
 

Next Meeting:  October 15 at 7:00pm. 



 Items for the weekly bulletin are due in the church office 
no later than noon on Wednesday.  Items for the November 
newsletter are due in the church office by October 15. The preferred 
method of submission is via email (hlcladysmith@gmail.com) or 
electronic file.  Items may also be left in the office mailbox or 
dropped off at the office during office hours.   

 
Change of Address and/or Phone Number? 

 
If you have had a change in address or phone number, please notify 
the church office of these changes.  Also, in an effort to improve 
communication we are seeking email addresses for members of the 
congregation. If you would like to have your email address added 
to the list, please send it to the church office at 
hlcladysmith@gmail.com. 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

 Interim Pastors     Rev. Bill Odermann 
          Rev. Diane Odermann 
 

 Church Secretary     Bonnie Billings 
 

 Maintenance      Gary Bendixen  
 

 Custodian       Rosemary Warwick 
 

Choir Director      Heidi Jo Sovacool 
 

 Organists       Lisa Borman  
                          Karen Tappon 
         Aileen Tauchen 

 
Hope Lutheran Church 

320 First St. S./P.O. Box 184 
Ladysmith, WI 54848 

Church Phone: 715-532-7739 
E-Mail Address:  hlcladysmith@gmail.com 

Website: hlcladysmith.org 
 

Deadlines… 
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6   Ushers  Aileen Tauchen, Dave Borman  
     Lector  Bonnie Billings 
        Acolytes  Breann Hillman 
   Comm. Assts.  Jerry & Pat McEathron, Linda Reissner 
 
13   Ushers  Sovacool family 
     Lector  Heidi Jo Sovacool 
        Acolytes  Owen Burmeister, Camryn Closs 
   Comm. Assts.  Linda Campbell, Linda Reissner 
 
20   Ushers  Sovacool family 
     Lector  Irene Titera 
        Acolytes  Jordan Shineflew, Jackson Summerfield 
   Comm. Assts.  Charlie & Chris Holtebeck, Irene Titera 
 
27   Ushers  Charlie Holtebeck 
     Lector  Nick Sovacool 
        Acolytes  Camryn Closs, Breann Hillman 
   Comm. Assts.  Gordie & Bev Dukerschein, Irene Titera 

 
 

Memorial Services 
 
A memorial service for Leu Skeels will be held on Saturday, October 
12. There will be a visitation beginning at 10:00am with the service 
at 11:00am. 
 
A memorial service for Jean Scrivner will be held on Saturday, 
October 19 at 11:00am.  
 
Please keep the Skeels and Scrivner families in your prayers during 
this time of grief. 
 

 

 

October Worship Assistants 



 

October Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

1 Della Goffin       15 Michelle Brooks 
 Jeff Johnson        Owen Burmeister 
 Tiffany Johnson       Donna Weber  
2 Diane Cumming      16 Lisa Borman  
 Sean Lund        Kaylyn Wimer 
 Scott Peterson      17 Mark Bentley, Jr.  
3 Dalton Wiemer       James Meyers 
4 Aiden Hoyt       18  Alex Effertz  
 Bob Sanderson       McKenzie Konichek 
 Rachel Sovacool       Jenna Lent  
 Trent Vollendorf      20 Pat Grunseth  
5 Tracy Verdegan       Mason Mautner 
6 Jill Buchholz        Berndt Soviak 
7 Olivia Bitner       21 Eliana Shultz  
 Asialena Trindal      22 Erin Molstad  
8 David Hraban        Shannon Wester 
 George Lawrence     23 Dan Morgan  
9 Julie vanDoorn      24 Kim Davis   
10 Doris Marten        Diane Meuli   
 Pam Polak       25 Alan Larson  
11 Erle Barber       26 Ann Wiley   
13 Terry Carlino        Jeremiah Kozak  
 Bishop Peterson      28 John Kenyon    
14 Gina Cooley         
                

* * * * * 
 

2 Bonnie & Curt Pratt   15 Mark & Jill Berg 
3 Brandyn & Jessie Polak  16 Alan & Lisa Larson 
4 Bob & Pat Grunseth   21 Kyle & Erin Craker 
7 Christian & Kelsey Borman  Bob & Jessica Hoehn  
 Kelsey & Blayne Field   27 James & Barbara Stanton 
8 Jim & Kathy Stanton   28 Jim & Cora Schultz  
10 Carla & Mike Closs   31 Bill & Sharon Kaul 
12 Todd & Jenny Dahlstrom   
 



 


