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Back to Normal? 
By Bonnie Billings 

 
“I just want things to go back to normal.” How many times have you 
heard that said in recent months? How many times have you said 
it yourself? For me, the answer to both those questions is, “A lot!” 
We all crave normalcy. We want our families to look and behave 
normally. We want normalcy in our jobs and relationships. We want 
normalcy in our television programming and news stories. We want 
normal vacations. We want normal routines. Yet nothing has 
seemed normal these past months.  
 
When I say I want things to go back to normal, I think what I really 
mean is that I don’t want to be uncomfortable anymore. It’s been an 
uncomfortable year. I want the familiarity of the way my life and 
routine used to be. Comfort and familiarity, though, sometime make 
us complacent. When life is comfortable, it is easy for us, as 
individuals and the church, to fall into a routine that isn’t necessarily 
what God is calling us to. God’s calling sometimes (usually?) makes 
us uncomfortable as He asks us to do new and challenging things, 
to grow into the fullness of the life He intends for us.  
 
As we enter into September, we’re facing a fall season very different 
from most we’ve known here at Hope Lutheran Church. We still 
don’t have a pastor, so members of the congregation are being 
asked to step into roles that challenge them and make them 
uncomfortable. Worship is different. Some programs won’t be able 
to take place at all and others will look very different than they 
normally do. Masks and social distancing, both of which most 
people find uncomfortable, will be required.  
 

(continued) 



(Back to Normal, cont.) 
 
1 Corinthians 7:17 states, “Nevertheless, each person should live 
as a believer in whatever situation the Lord has assigned to them, 
just as God has called them.” So, what if, instead of striving to get 
back to “normal”, we strive to make the most of this uncomfortable 
time and use it to grow our faith and trust in God our Father? Let’s 
embrace this time of discomfort to grow into the people and the 
church God intends for us to be.  

 
Call Process Update 

 
The Call Committee has been communicating with a pastoral 
candidate for the past several weeks and conducted a Zoom 
interview on August 13.  Following the interview and discussion, the 
committee voted to bring the candidate to Rusk County for an onsite 
visit. This visit is scheduled to happen September 19-20 and he will 
lead us in worship on September 20.  
 
The committee finds this candidate to be a good fit for our 
congregations. He has served in parish ministry in rural 
communities/small towns for 12 years, is well versed in the 
scriptures, and he wants to help members and meet them where 
they are at in their life stages. 
 
Please mark the date on your calendar and be praying for 
discernment for both this pastor and our congregations, that we will 
all know the will of God in this matter.  

 
Addresses Wanted 

 
Although post-high school plans might be looking different this year, 
we still want to stay in touch with the young adults of our 
congregation. Whether you (or your child, for parents reading this) 
are heading off to college/technical school, joining the military, 
entering the workforce, or staying home and attending school 
virtually, please let us know the plan, your address, phone number, 
and email address. Information can be emailed or phoned into the 
church office (hlcladysmith@gmail.com or 715-532-7739). We 
hope to have some surprises throughout the year.  
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Hope & Friends Backpack Program 
 
Classrooms closed early this spring due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
but the Hope & Friends Backpack Food Program continued to 
provide food assistance through the remainder of the school year.  
 
The program completed its sixth year in the Ladysmith Elementary 
and Middle schools, serving students in Pre-K thru 8th grades. 
There were 119 participants during the 2019-20 school year.  
Thanks to the great support of the Ladysmith school district, the 
program moved into new quarters in the elementary school at the 
beginning of the 2019-20 school year. Students in the high school 
special education program again partnered with us and did all the 
packaging of the food packs.  
 
The Hope & Friends Backpack Food Program is underwritten by 
Hope Lutheran Church (non-profit status) in order to qualify to 
purchase discounted foods through Feed My People Food Bank, 
the same organization that provides food to our food pantry, but 
funding also comes from local churches, civic organizations, and 
many individuals. The program is completely run by volunteers. 
During the 2019-20 school year we had food expenditures of 
$8,244.97. 
 
Each weekend during the school year children are supplied with two 
2-4-ounce cereals, two entrees, a fruit, a vegetable, soup and some 
snacks (granola bars, crackers and even some chocolates) for 
weekends when school meals are not provided. Extended vacation 
times may also include jars of peanut butter and jelly, and coupons 
for a half gallon of milk, a dozen eggs and a loaf of bread. Kwik Trip 
and Feed My People have been great supporters with the coupon 
program. There is no cost to families or the school district. 
 
We ask for prayers for the program and the families who benefit 
from our food packs. We don’t know where this school year will take 
us but we are committed to being there for the children of our 
community whose families are food insecure.  
 
If you would like to support this program during the 2020-21 school 
year, donations can be sent to the church or dropped in the offering 
plate clearly marked “Backpack Program”.  



                                               
 

Monthly Meeting: The HLCW will hold their monthly meeting on 
Thursday, September 17 at 9:30am. All women of Hope are 
welcome.  
 

School Kits: We are once again collecting items for school kits. 
Items needed for the school kits are:  70 sheet wide/college ruled 
notebooks, inch/cm ruler, pencil sharpener, blunt scissors, #2 
unsharpened pencils, blue/black ballpoint pens, 16/24 pack of 
colors, and a 2-1/2-inch eraser. Items can be placed in the basket 
in the narthex or dropped off at the church during office hours.  
 

Quilting: The quilting group will meet in the fellowship hall on 
Tuesday, September 29 beginning at 9:00am. If you can stay for 
the whole day, please bring a sack lunch. Quilt squares are also 
available to be sewn at home. Questions? Contact Karen Skeels 
(715-452-5444).  

 
Parsonage Open House 

 

An open house at the newly remodeled parsonage will be held on 
Sunday, September 27 from 1:00-3:00pm. Members of the 
congregation are invited to come see the work that has been done. 
 

We are thankful for all who have donated of their time, talents, and 
financial resources for this project. If you would like to make a 
financial contribution, donations can be sent to the church or placed 
on the offering plate. Checks should be made payable to Hope 
Lutheran with “Parsonage Fund” in the memo line. 

 
Offering Counters Needed 

 

Noreen Kurth and Jean Raymond recently retired from serving as 
offering counters. We thank them for their many years of service. 
Their retirements, though, means that we are in need of a few new 
volunteers. Basic math skills and the ability to maintain 
confidentiality are the requirements for the job. If you are willing to 
help out, please contact Brian Buchholz. 

Hope Lutheran  
Church Women 



Adult Education & Fellowship Opportunities 
 
Bible Study: The Sunday morning Bible study will resume on 
September 20 following the worship service. If you need a study 
guide, please contact Rosemary Johnson (715-532-6868).  
 
Free Books: Please check out the book table in the multi-purpose 
room. These are books that are no longer needed in the church 
library. They are free to take.  
 
Women’s Bible Study: This study group will meet on Friday, 
September 11 at 3:30pm. 
 
Men’s Breakfast: Men of Hope are invited to attend the Men's 
Breakfast & Bible Study held each Thursday at 7:00am at the 
Ladysmith Family Restaurant. The group studies the scripture 
readings for the upcoming Sunday and enjoys breakfast and 
fellowship.  
 
Book Discussion: The Book Discussion Group hopes to resume 
meeting in October. 

 
Music Notes 

 
The Choirchimes group has resumed meeting for rehearsal each 
Wednesday at 5:30pm with a plan to play during the worship service 
on Sunday, September 20. Precautions are being taken and social 
distancing is being practiced. If you have questions about the 
Choirchimes group or wish to join, please contact Heidi Jo Sovacool 
(715-406-3566). 
 
We hope to resume choir rehearsals in October. We will be using 
creativity and technology to keep everyone safe. Please watch for 
more information coming soon.  
 
We are looking for individuals and groups willing to provide special 
music during worship. If you are uncomfortable being in the sanctuary 
at this time, we can make arrangements to have your musical 
contribution recorded and played during the service. If you are 
interested in providing special music, please contact Lisa Borman or 
Heidi Jo Sovacool.  



 
 

Youth News 
 

Confirmation: Confirmation instruction will resume on 

Wednesday, September 16. More information will be sent to 
parents soon. If you have a child in 7th grade and do not receive a 
letter, please contact the church office. Confirmation for those who 
have completed confirmation instruction will take place on Sunday, 
October 25.  

 
Pizza & Planning: On Sunday, September 20 high school 

youth will be meeting at the church to eat pizza and begin planning 
a 2021 mission trip.  All high schoolers from Hope who are 
interested in serving another community, meeting other Christian 
youth from other churches nationwide, and seeing different parts of 
the country are welcome to attend.  If you plan to attend this 
meeting, please contact the church office (hlcladysmith@gmail.com 
or 715-532-7739) by September 14.  

 
Sunday School: Sunday School is continuing to meet virtually. 

Each week an email is sent with the information and worksheets for 
the week’s lessons. This will continue this into September. If are not 
currently receiving the email and would like to, please contact the 
church office. We hope to add in-person Sunday School in October. 

 
Wednesday School: Wednesday School will not be meeting 

at this time but plans are underway for bringing Wednesday School 
to our children at home. Please watch for more information coming 
soon.  
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Radio Broadcasts 
 

Each Sunday morning since 1948 our worship service has been 
broadcast on WLDY 1340AM. This ministry has been especially 
important during the pandemic, as a means of worshipping together 
even when we can’t all be together. It also allows us to bring worship 
to members of our larger community.  
 
We are so thankful to all who have supported this ministry this year. 
Each radio broadcast costs $79.00. If you would like to sponsor a 
radio broadcast, a sign-up sheet is available on the bulletin board 
in the narthex. Donations of any amount can also be made to the 
general radio fund. 

 
Scrip Program 

 
What is Scrip? Scrip cards are simply gift cards for businesses you 
may already frequent. Through the scrip program you receive the 
full value of the cards and a percentage of every card sold is 
returned to the church as a charitable contribution. 
 
Scrip cards are sold following worship each Sunday. Scrip cards 
are currently available for Ladysmith Fresh Market, DQ, Walmart, 
Kwik Trip, Holiday, Subway, and McDonald's. Cards can also be 
ordered from an extensive list of other retailers, including Amazon. 
Proceeds from the Scrip program go towards building and 
maintenance needs. Please stop by the table in the multi-purpose 
room following worship for more information. Beginning in 
September, scrip will also be available during the week by 
contacting the church office.  

 
 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings 
so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us,  looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for 
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 

Hebrews 12:1-2 
 



 
 
The Hope Lutheran Food Pantry serves those in need throughout 
Rusk County. The Pantry is open Mondays 1:00-3:00pm, 
Wednesday 9:30-11:30am, and Fridays 9:30-11:30am.  
 
Volunteers are needed to work on pantry days. If you are interested 
in volunteering or have questions, please contact Josi Hamilton 
(715-532-6052). Volunteers are also needed on Wednesday, 
September 9 and Monday, September 21 to help unload the Feed 
My People delivery and to stock shelves. If you can help out, please 
be to the church by 9:15am.  
 
Donations of non-perishable food items can be brought to the 
church during office hours or on Sunday mornings. Monetary 
donations can be sent to the church office or placed in the offering 
plate (clearly marked "Food Pantry"). 

 
CareNet Walk for Life 

 
CareNet Pregnancy Resource Center will hold their annual Walk for 
Life fundraiser on Saturday, September 19 at Memorial Park. 
Registration will begin at 8:30am and the Walk will begin at 9:00am. 
The theme for this year’s Walk is “It Takes Courage”.  
 
Hope Lutheran is again sponsoring a Walk team and they hope to 
beat their donation total from last year. If you would like to be on 
Hope’s team of walkers, make a donation or have questions, please 
contact Rosemary Johnson (715-532-6868). You may also call 
CareNet at 715-532-7600 for more information and donate online 
through the CareNet website: ladysmithcarenet.com. 
 
Funds raised through the Walk for Life are used to provide accurate 
information and compassionate assistance to those facing 
unplanned pregnancy. Services include pregnancy testing, 
ultrasound, parenting classes, and material support.  

FOOD 
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SUMMARY OF CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
AUGUST 18, 2020 

 

Call Process Update: A Zoom interview was conducted with a 
pastoral candidate. After the interview the Call Committee voted to 
extend an invitation for an on-site visit. This will take place 
September 19-20.  
 

Parsonage Remodeling: Cost of the project is currently 
$82,284.95. An open house is scheduled for September 27.  
 

Adult Education & Fellowship: Plan to resume Sunday fellowship 
in September. Sunday morning “Family Matters” study will resume 
September 20. Book Discussion Group hopes to resume in 
October. Next meeting: September 4 at 2:30pm. 
 

Congregational Care & Outreach: Communion team is doing 
some home visits but are still not allowed into care facilities. 
Rezillient Kids is on hold. Next meeting: September 14 at 4:15pm. 
 

Property Committee: Committee is looking into a security system 
for the church and a new phone system Next meeting: September 
8 at 6:00pm.  
 

Social Ministries: Local benevolences designated for CareNet. 
Missions funds designated for NALC Ethiopian Missions. Next 
meeting: September 8 at 3:30pm. 
 

Stewardship & Finance: Scrip will again be sold following the 
worship services and will be available during the week by contacting 
the church office. Committee approved a $500 scholarship for Hans 
Schultz. Next meeting: September 8 at 5:30pm. 
 

Worship & Music: Committee is looking into purchasing 
equipment for streaming worship as Heidi Jo has been using her 
personal cell phone. Stewardship chair and treasurer will look into 
possible funding sources. Next meeting: September 14 at 6:00pm.. 
 

Youth Education: Working on cleaning and organizing the big 
Sunday School room. Looking at sending kits home for Wednesday 
School students. Next meeting: September 8 at 4:30pm. 
 

Youth Ministry: There will be a meeting in September for high 
school youth wanting to participate in a 2021 mission trip. Next 
meeting: September 9 at 4:30pm. 
 

Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, September 15 at 7:00pm. 



 Items for the weekly bulletin are due in the church 
office no later than noon on Wednesday.  Items for the October 
newsletter are due no later than Tuesday, September 15. The 
preferred method of submission is via email 
(hlcladysmith@gmail.com) or electronic file.  Items may also be 
left in the office mailbox or dropped off at the office during office 
hours.   

 
Change of Address and/or Phone Number? 

 

If you have had a change in address or phone number, please 
notify the church office of these changes.  Also, in an effort to 
improve communication we are seeking email addresses for 
members of the congregation. If you would like to have your 
email address added to the list, please send it to the church 
office at hlcladysmith@gmail.com. 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

 Church Secretary     Bonnie Billings 
 

 Maintenance      Gary Bendixen 
 

 Custodian       Rosemary Warwick 
 

Choir Director      Heidi Jo Sovacool 
 

 Organists       Lisa Borman  
                          Karen Tappon 
         Aileen Tauchen 
         Terry Wedwick 

 

Hope Lutheran Church 
320 First St. S. 
P.O. Box 184 

Ladysmith, WI 54848 
Church Phone: 715-532-7739 

E-Mail Address:  hlcladysmith@gmail.com 
Website: hlcladysmith.org 

 

Deadlines… 
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6   Ushers  Irene Titera, Rosemary Johnson 
     Lector  Irene Titera 
   Comm. Asst.  Rosemary Johnson 
 

13   Ushers  Dave Borman, Linda Campbell 
     Lector  Rachel Sovacool 
   Comm. Asst.  Linda Campbell 
 

20   Ushers  Charlie Holtebeck, Aileen Tauchen 
     Lector  Aileen Tauchen 
   Comm. Asst.  Rosemary Johnson 
 

27   Ushers  Sovacool family 
     Lector  Nick/Rachel Sovacool 
   Comm. Asst.  Linda Campbell 

 

 
 

2 Bob & Karen Langland   15 Brian & Laura Johnson  
4 Gene & Barb Oldham    21 Vicki & Earl Monnier 
5 Bob & Louise Boller    25 Nate & Tammy Peggar 
9 Brian & Veronica Curik   26 John & Gayleen Duzy 
 Tiffany & Kyle Johnson   27  Lindsay & Jeff Schmidt  
12 Jason & Cami Peggar    28 Jerry & Marilyn Kulibert 
13 Don & Nancy Bartig     Anne & Peter Olson 
14 Jack & Jackie Pederson   30 Nancy & Brian Burmeister 

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Hope Lutheran Church is commissioned to make disciples, 
commanded to love God and others, and committed to serve. 

 

September Worship Assistants 



 

 
1 Jim Doke        15 Megan Kimber 
2 Michelle LaBlonde       Joe Smith 
 Brody Kesan        Leo Yuhas  
3 Jim Cooley       16 Jeanne Hess 
 Cash LaBrie        Jay Meuli 
 Alex Rausch        Susan Warren   
 Sue Segebrecht      17 Sean Lacey 
 Julie Vollendorf      18 Joachim Eitenmiller 
4 Josh Hills         Gary Purgett 
5 Mark Bentley, Sr.       Anna Ringstad  
 Hazel LaBlonde      19 Nick Goffin  
6 Ryan Anderson       Megan Gorsegner 
 Nick Kirkey        Damien Tuttle 
 Deborah Lentsch      20 Emma Konichek   
7 Christopher Dauer       Nicholas Wiemer 
 Brian Hon        22 Tori Busse  
 Dan Petrus        Pat Morgan   
8 Michael Bentley      23 Barbara Stanton   
 Tyler Krisik       24 Terry Miller 
 Stephanie Morgan      25 Jim Stanton  
9 Barry Canfield       26 Yvonne Dedrickson  
11 Ruben Allen        Ken McMahon  
 Timothy Brooks      27 Geraldine Larson  
 Tammy Peggar       Tami Moore 
 Tom Segebrecht       Ione Reder  
12 Doug Moore, Jr.      28 Bob Grunseth    
13 George Calkins       Jonathon Nelson 
14 Ellie Amick        30 Delores Thorpe 
 Jill Berg        
 Andrea Hraban         
 Jarod Johnson         
 Christian Polak 


